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Introduction to the Series
“The [mission of God] is nothing less than the sending of the Holy Spirit from the Father
through the Son into the world in order that the world can escape ruin and live. Simply
put, what is brought by God through Christ into the world is life. ‘I live, and you should live
also’ (Jn 14:19). For the Holy Spirit is the ‘source of life’ and brings life into the world: life
in its entirety, life in its fullness—unhindered, indestructible, eternal life.”
— Jurgen Moltmann, “A Pentecostal Theology of Life”
“According to Paul, God is on a mission to liberate humanity—and indeed the entire
cosmos—from the powers of Sin and Death.”
— Michael J. Gorman, Becoming the Gospel: Paul, Participation, and Mission
“God’s mission is his long-term intention to bring about a renewed, restored heaven and
earth. Thus the Bible provides a grand story that encompasses all nations and all peoples
for all of earth’s history. The church’s missional identity is founded in the role that God
assigns his people in this story.”
— Michael W. Goheen, A Light to the Nations
In The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative, Christopher J.H. Wright observes
that, “It is not so much the case that God has a mission for his church in the world but that God
has a church for his mission in the world.” Similarly, Mark Love writes that it is “less that the
‘church has a mission’ which flows from its own self-possessing, self-extending life, but rather that
the triune God has a mission in which the church finds its own identity.”
In our series on Philippians, Colossians and Philemon, the objective is twofold: 1) to discern how
Paul’s letters point us to the mission of God, and 2) to discern the nature of the church’s
participation in this mission.
The second objective is relatively simple. These letters reveal Paul’s vision of what it means for the
church to participate together in God’s mission. In fact, every text in the Bible arises out of God’s
mission for the world. As Christopher Wright suggests, “The whole Bible is itself a missional
phenomenon. The writings that now comprise our Bible are themselves the product of and
witness to the ultimate mission of God. The Bible renders to us the story of God’s mission through
God’s people in their engagement with God’s world for the sake of the whole of God’s creation.”
The first objective, however, which is to discern how these letters reveal to us the mission of God,
sometimes requires us to read between the lines and behind the text. The letters arise out of
Paul’s understanding of and participation in God’s mission, but the exact nature of this mission
may not always be explicit; it is often implicit within the text. So as you study and reflect on these
letters, ask yourself, “What is God up to?” and, “How does this letter arise out of and in response
to God’s mission in the world?”

