
Immanuel Welcomes You! 

We give thanks to God that you’re here with us today as we receive the gifts that 

our Lord gives in mercy and grace. Whether this is your first time as our guest or 

you are regularly worshiping among us, God is here for you and welcomes you in 

as His own. If you are in need of a church home or have questions about our 

congregation, please stop by the Connection Center (Belvidere Campus) or 

speak with one of the pastors or any of our ushers. 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper 

More than just bread and wine, Holy Communion is the very body and blood of 

Christ.  Those who partake should do so spiritually prepared (I Corinthians 

11:28): Am I sorry for my sin?  Do I believe Jesus is my only Savior truly present 

in this meal?  Will I, with the help of God, live a life that pleases Him? 

Participation in this meal is also an expression of unity with this church as a 

congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. If you are not communing 

but still desire to receive a blessing, please fold your arms across your chest when 

you come forward.  The Lord Jesus has something for us all.  The center ring of 

individual cups contains non-alcoholic wine, and gluten-free wafers are available 

for those in need. Please indicate this to those distributing the sacrament as you 

come forward. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Restrooms 

Located just behind the Sanctuary, follow the long hallway and turn left at your 

first opportunity. An usher would be happy to direct you.  

For Families with Young Children 

Worship is for people of all ages, and we are so glad to have you and your 

children (with all their wiggles, noises, and questions) joining us! Jesus said, “Let 

the little children come to me, and do not hinder them.” Encourage your children 

to follow along with the icons on the screens (they'll match up with the "Order 

of Service" in their children's bulletins) and shake their egg shakers when they see 

the egg icon. Help them find the Sanctuary Star and read together the description 

on the back of their insert.  

We aren’t worried about a little noise or activity, but if your child does need to 

leave worship, feel free to step out into the Narthex or hallway or visit our Quiet 

Room  (We can't open our Nursery right now under current public health 

restrictions).  But please, hurry back - we don’t want you or your little ones to 

miss out on all God is doing in worship! 

Quiet Room 

Immanuel's Quiet Room is now re-opened for all Sunday services. It's a 

private, quiet spot with a changing table, diaper supplies, comfy rockers, 

and a livestream of the service. Of course, children (and all their noises) 

are always welcome in service, but for parents wanting to step out, this 

room is located between the bathrooms and nursery (which is not yet 

open) in the hallway behind the Sanctuary.  
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  SEPTEMBER 4-5, 2021 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

READINGS

ISAIAH 35:4-7A | PSALM 146 

JAMES 2:1-10,14-18| MARK 7:24-37 

THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL 

SAT 6 PM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

SUN 8 AM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

 9:15 Worship — Bridge (Teaching + Musical variety) 

 10:15 Pastor’s Class: “Orthodoxy” (Fellowship Hall) 

 11:15 Worship — Horizon (Praise Team + Less formal) 

WED 11 AM At-Risk Worship (50 person max) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sept 11-12 Fall Kick-Off weekend 

• Fall focus of Joining Jesus on His Mission begins 

• (Sat.) Recognition and Blessing of First Responders 

• Horizon Service shifts to new time @ 11 AM 

• Christ For Kids + Christ for Kids: Worship 

Sept 18-19 Door Offering for Belize Servant Team 

“JOINING JESUS ON HIS MISSION” 

Next weekend, we’ll be launching into a new 

congregation-wide venture as we explore the 

book “Joining Jesus on His Mission: How to Be an 

Everyday Disciple” by Pastor Greg Finke.  In 

preparation for our kick-off in September, you 

may purchase your own copy of the book 

after worship services at the Connection Center 

this weekend and next for only $5.  (Or if you 

have a Amazon Kindle Unlimited subscription, 

you can read the book for free!)  

CARING FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS IN NEED 

Zion Lutheran Church is hosting a informational presentation and 

discussion about a new ministry in our District, Redeeming Life Outreach 

Ministries, that will help moms who are facing homelessness to connect 

with a safe Christ-centered maternity home in Carpentersville. 

When: Sept. 14, 2021 6:30pm 

Where: 412 Jackson, Marengo Illinois at Zion Lutheran Church  

For more information call Genny at 815-451-1555 

PHOTO DIRECTORY– CAN YOU HELP US? 

We would like to make the information for our upcoming photo 

directory as accurate as we can.  Some of our information is out-of-date. 

If you have given up your land line and only use mobile phones, if your 

adult children have moved out of your household, or even if you have 

changed your address, please let the Church Office know: (815) 544-

8058 or sstegemann@immanuelbelvidere.org 

As we start a new school year and launch our “Joining Jesus on His 

Mission” focus, we’re bringing back our monthly emphasis on a specific 

hymn. September’s Hymn of the Month is “Give Me Jesus,” which focuses 

on our simple, natural desire to draw near to Jesus at all different times 

of our day and life. The original authors of both the text and tune are 

unknown, though it is believed that the song as it exists today is the 

result of the confluence of several pre-Civil war versions of the song 

along with influences from the African-American spiritual tradition (there 

have been many different verses coupled with the common refrain “Give 

me Jesus, give me Jesus…” but the most common first verse today begins 

“In the morning when I rise…”). The tune most commonly associated 

with this text is also titled “Give Me Jesus” and is not generally used with 

any other text. More contemporary versions of the hymn have been 

created by modern-day Christian artists such as Fernando Ortega and 

Jeremy Camp. 

HYMN OF THE MONTH—SEPTEMBER 



Isaiah 35:4-7a 

Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the 

recompense of God. He will come and save you.”  Then the eyes 

of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 

mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and 

streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and 

the thirsty ground springs of water. 

 

Mark 7:24-37 

And from there [ Jesus] arose and went away to the region of 

Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want 

anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden.  But immediately a 

woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him 

and came and fell down at his feet.  Now the woman was a 

Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast 

the demon out of her daughter.  And he said to her, “Let the 

children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children's bread 

and throw it to the dogs.”  But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet 

even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs.”  And 

he said to her, “For this statement you may go your way; the 

demon has left your daughter.”  And she went home and found 

the child lying in bed and the demon gone.  Then he returned 

from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of 

Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis.  And they brought to him 

a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they 

begged him to lay his hand on him.  And taking him aside from 

the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after 

spitting touched his tongue.  And looking up to heaven, he sighed 

and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”  And his ears 

were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.  And 

Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged 

them, the more zealously they proclaimed it.  And they were 

astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. 

He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”   

Last Weekend’s Onsite Attendance:  387 

PRAYER TEAM 

We’d be glad to pray with you! 

Members of the Prayer Team are normally 

available each weekend for any personal prayer 

requests you may need.  They are available after  

6 pm, 8 am, 9:15 am worship and before the 

11:15 am service.  You can find them at the front 

of the Sanctuary.  Never doubt the  power of 

prayer! 

WOMEN MENTORING WOMEN 

Calling all Moms! 

As Titus 2:3-5 encourages older women to teach, train, and encourage 

younger women.  That's why we're re-launching the “Woman of Grace” 

mentoring Bible study this Fall! 

Who: Older women paired with younger women from the 

congregation 

What: Studying seven aspects of being a Christian wife and mom (and 

eating dessert!) 

When: Sunday evenings from 6:30-8:30pm 

September 19th–November 14th 

For more information, text or call Karen Laabs (815.543.7815) 

ILS TEACHER/STAFF OPENINGS 

If you or someone you know might be interested in working with a great 

team at Immanuel Lutheran School, we still have the following openings: 

• Music Instruction. ILS is accepting applications for a part-time music 

teacher for the 2021-2022 school year.  Retired teachers welcome! 

• Substitute Teachers (full or half day) 

• Extended Care Staff (2:45–6:00 p.m., weekdays) 

Application: Current resume and references 

Contact:  Mrs. Trisha Engel, Principal – 815-547-5346 

HELPING HANDS THANK YOU 

On behalf of Helping Hands Network, a great big “THANK YOU!” goes 

out to all the volunteers who worked the ticket gates at the Boone 

County Fair. Because you dedicated yourself to provide emotional and 

spiritual support to those in our community who are going through 

difficult time,  Helping Hands took in $4,862.59 to support our 

neighbors this year. I would like more information about: 

 Becoming a part of the community here at Immanuel 

 Immanuel Lutheran School 

 Sponsoring the bulletin / altar flowers 

—— 

 My offering was given electronically 

 Other (Please Specify) 

Phone 

Email 

Name 

For God’s Gracious Care 

Kelli Ramos, Shirley Berg, Linda Dixon, Buck Hodge, Gloria Mowers, Kathy 

Gaupp, Anita Ralston, Ellen Anderson, Marian Lambert, Julia Markworth, 

Donna Benson, Susan Trupp, Louie Rowe, Cherish Sepulveda, Ellie, 

Ruthann Behling, Zach Peavler, Larry Baker, Deb Markey 

Wedding: John Readette and Megan McGrath, married on Friday, 

September 3rd here at Immanuel 

Baptism: Aurora Marin Hermanson, daughter of Joshua and Ellysa 

Hermanson (11:15 AM Sunday) 

Flowers: Flowers are given by Mike and Lisa Fargusson in honor of 

their 35th wedding anniversary on September 6th 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

CONNECTION CARD SEPTEMBER 4-5, 2021 

Electronic Giving 

Thank you for your faithful support of our ministry in the gospel here at 

Immanuel.  If you’d like to make your offering online, you’re welcome to 

do so via our website. 

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP 

IMMANUELLUTHERANBELVIDERE 

IMMANUELBELVIDERE 

INFO@IMMANUELBELVIDERE.ORG 

CONNECT 

ONLINE 


