
Immanuel Welcomes You! 

We give thanks to God that you’re here with us today as we receive the gifts that 

our Lord gives in mercy and grace. Whether this is your first time as our guest or 

you are regularly worshiping among us, God is here for you and welcomes you in 

as His own. If you are in need of a church home or have questions about our 

congregation, please stop by the Connection Center (Belvidere Campus) or 

speak with one of the pastors or any of our ushers. 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper 

More than just bread and wine, Holy Communion is the very body and blood of 

Christ.  Those who partake should do so spiritually prepared (I Corinthians 

11:28): Am I sorry for my sin?  Do I believe Jesus is my only Savior truly present 

in this meal?  Will I, with the help of God, live a life that pleases Him? 

Participation in this meal is also an expression of unity with this church as a 

congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. If you are not communing 

but still desire to receive a blessing, please fold your arms across your chest when 

you come forward.  The Lord Jesus has something for us all.  The center ring of 

individual cups contains non-alcoholic wine, and gluten-free wafers are available 

for those in need. Please indicate this to those distributing the sacrament as you 

come forward. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Restrooms 

Located just behind the Sanctuary, follow the long hallway and turn left at your 

first opportunity. An usher would be happy to direct you.  

Campus Guidelines for Face Coverings 

In order to care for the people who come to our campus here at Immanuel, 

including our guests, members, church and school staff, students, and ILS families, 

we’re asking that everyone wear a face covering inside the building.  This policy 

covers all events on our campus, including worship services and small group 

meetings.  Please cover coughs, use social distancing, and stay home if you are 

feeling unwell. 

For the time being, this is one of the best ways that we can help to reduce the 

risk of our congregation and school becoming a point of infection for our 

community.  Thank you for your assistance! 

For Families with Young Children 

Worship is for people of all ages, and we are so glad to have you and your 

children (with all their wiggles, noises, and questions) joining us! Jesus said, “Let 

the little children come to me, and do not hinder them.” Encourage your children 

to follow along with the icons on the screens (they'll match up with the "Order 

of Service" in their children's bulletins) and shake their egg shakers when they see 

the egg icon. Help them find the sanctuary star and read together the description 

on the back of their insert.  

We aren’t worried about a little noise or activity, but if your child does need to 

leave worship, feel free to step out into the Narthex or hallway  (we can't open 

our Nursery or Quiet Room right now under current public health 

restrictions).  But please, hurry back - we don’t want you or your little ones to 

miss out on all God is doing in worship! 

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO CHRIST FOR LIFE 

CONNECTOR 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

WWW.IMMANUELBELVIDERE.ORG • 815-544-8058 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY JANUARY 23-24, 2021 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

READINGS

 JONAH 3:1-5 | 1 CORINTHIANS 

7:29-31 | MARK 1:14-20 

 

THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL 

SAT 6 PM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

SUN 8 AM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

 9:15 Worship — Bridge (Teaching + Musical variety) 

 9:30 Worship at North (30 person max) 

 10:15 Bible Study (Sanctuary)   

 11:15 Worship — Horizon (Praise Team + Less formal) 

WED 11 AM Mini Service (50 person max)      

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

January 24-30 Lutheran Schools Week 

February 17  Ash Wednesday  

February 26 Blood Drive hosted by Immanuel Care Ministry 

MUSIC 

Hymn of the Month – “The Star Proclaims the King is Here” 

As a child, Epiphany was one of my least favorite seasons at church because it 

just served as a reminder that Christmas was over and would not come again for 

another year! But Epiphany, of course, is more than just the end of Christmas. 

Traditionally, Epiphany marks Jesus' meeting with the Magi; His first known 

appearance to people that were not of Jewish descent. Our Epiphany hymnody 

draws numerous parallels between our lives and the travels of the Magi, such as 

following the light of Jesus and laying our costliest treasures down at Jesus' feet, 

but no theme rings more important than Jesus' coming to earth to save all 

people, both Jews and Gentiles, from their sins. Thanks be to God for this gift! 

These hymns also tend to focus on Jesus' physical manifestation as a physical 

person on our physical earth, and our hymn of the month, "The Star Proclaims 

the King is Here," is no different. Verse three focuses on the sacrament of 

baptism, where God uses the physical element of water to welcome us into His 

family, and verse four highlights Jesus' miracle of turning water into wine, 

another demonstration of His impact on our physical world. 

In keeping with theme of Jesus' physical manifestation, the text of this hymn is 

taken from a larger 5th century poem (authored by a man named Coelius 

Sedulius) that outlines many of the events in Jesus' time on our physical earth. 

The tune used in Lutheran Service Book for this text is "Wo Gott Zum Haus," 

which is the tune most commonly matched with this text across most modern 

hymnals. Other commonly used tunes include "O Heiland, Reiss Die Himmel 

Auf," which we find in the Lutheran Service Book coupled with the text "O 

Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide" (LSB #355) and "Preach You the Word" (LSB 

#586).  

- Aaron Kortze, Director of Worship Arts 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Lutheran Schools Week—“Sent to Serve” 

Matthew 20:28 which says: “The Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many”. 

National Lutheran Schools Week provides the LCMS network of nearly 1,900 

preschools, elementary schools and high schools with the public opportunity to 

proclaim and celebrate God’s work among us in Lutheran schools.   

We thank God for the opportunity to provide excellent academic preparation for 

the children we serve. We are most grateful for the opportunity to share Jesus’ 

amazing love with children and their families. Immanuel Lutheran School is an 

amazing incubator for the faithful witness of God’s love for us through Christ by 

teachers and students alike. 

AUDIO / VISUAL SERVANT OPPORTUNITY 

If you have an interest in A/V technology, or are willing to learn some new skills – 

no matter your age – Immanuel needs more operators for our worship screens 

and live-streaming services.  Please contact Aaron Kortze if you would like to 

hear more about these important roles in the worship life of our congregation. 



Jonah 3:1-5 

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go 

to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.”  

So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. 

Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth.  

Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet 

forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”  And the people of Nineveh 

believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of 

them to the least of them.  

Psalm 62 

For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation.  He alone 

is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken.  How 

long will all of you attack a man to batter him, like a leaning wall, a tottering 

fence?  They only plan to thrust him down from his high position. They take 

pleasure in falsehood. They bless with their mouths, but inwardly they curse. 

Selah  For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him.  He 

only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.  On God 

rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God.  Trust in 

him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for 

us. Selah  Those of low estate are but a breath; those of high estate are a 

delusion; in the balances they go up; they are together lighter than a breath.  

Put no trust in extortion; set no vain hopes on robbery; if riches increase, set 

not your heart on them.  Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that 

power belongs to God,  and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love. For 

you will render to a man according to his work.   

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From 

now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, and those who 

mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though 

they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, and 

those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the 

present form of this world is passing away.   

Mark 1:14-20 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 

God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 

and believe in the gospel.”  Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 

and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were 

fishermen.  And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become 

fishers of men.”  And immediately they left their nets and followed him.  And 

going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, 

who were in their boat mending the nets.  And immediately he called them, and 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed 

him.   

 

IMMANUELLUTHERANBELVIDERE 

IMMANUELBELVIDERE 

INFO@IMMANUELBELVIDERE.ORG 

CONNECT 

ONLINE 

IMMANUEL NORTH 

Blanket & Warm Clothing Drive 

Immanuel North, in partnership with Empower Boone, is holding a warm clothing 

drive through the month of January. New or gently used adult or children's coats, 

jackets, scarves, gloves, hats as well as blankets. Next weekend will be the 

last opportunity to bring in blankets and warm clothing. 

In accordance with COVID guidelines, items to be donated should be placed in 

plastic bags and put in the collection boxes at the main campus or at Immanuel 

North. Empower Boone will sanitize all items before giving them to clients. For 

additional information or to arrange for pick-up of items, if you are unable to 

drop them off, call Nancy Stetter 312-215-7547 or Pastor Rick Wagner 815-871-

6051. 

North Worship Registration 

To sign-up for 9:30 am worship at North, please register on-line or by calling 

Pastor Wagner at (815) 871-6051.  To insure a spot, please do so by 3 pm on 

Saturday. 

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP 

Electronic Giving 

Thank you for your faithful support of our ministry in the gospel 

here at Immanuel.  If you’d like to make your offering online, 

you’re welcome to do so via our website or by using this QR 

code.  

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Would you like to receive a monthly copy of the The Lutheran Witness? 

This magazine contains up-to-date information regarding The Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod as it relates to our current world. The cost for an annual 

subscription is $15.96. The subscription starts in May. To start your 

subscription, send a check to Immanuel Lutheran Church—or deposit it in the 

offering plate. Be sure to mark “Lutheran Witness” on both your check and the 

envelope in which you send it.  The subscription deadline is January 31. 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 

From the time of conception to the time of natural death – and every time in 

between – life is a gift. LCMS Life Ministry is devoted to upholding the sanctity of 

human life at all ages, both in our church body and in the culture at large. We 

work domestically and internationally on pro-life projects that serve men, 

women, children, families and those unable to speak for themselves.  Visit 

lcms.org/life for more information. 

WOMEN OF GRACE MINISTRY 

Are you a mom of young children looking to connect? Watch next week for 

information about "Woman of Grace," where younger women and older women 

learn from one another in a causal, conversational setting - starting in March.  

I would like more information about: 

 Becoming a part of the community here at Immanuel 

 Immanuel Lutheran School 

 Sponsoring the bulletin / altar flowers 

—— 

 My offering was given electronically 

 Other (Please Specify) 

 

 

 

Phone 

Email 

Name 

For God’s Gracious Care 

Linda Dixon, Buck Hodge, Bob Schwarzkopf, Gloria Mowers, Kathy 

Gaupp, Anne Wetzel, Marian Lambert, Ed & Ellen Anderson, Julia 

Markworth, Phoebe Ladewig,  Gary Anderson, Susan Trupp, Marcia Davis, 

Shirley Berg, Nancy Schultz, Irene Schultz, Norman & Shirley Farel 

 

Altar Flowers 

In thanksgiving to God from Jake & Lisa Dykstra as they celebrate their 

28th wedding anniversary on January 30th.  

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

CONNECTION CARD JANUARY 24, 2021 

For Note Taking 

 

 

Last Weekend’s Onsite Attendance: 260      On-Line Attendance: 645 


