
Immanuel Welcomes You! 

We give thanks to God that you’re here with us today as we receive the gifts that 

our Lord gives in mercy and grace. Whether this is your first time as our guest or 

you are regularly worshiping among us, God is here for you and welcomes you in 

as His own. If you are in need of a church home or have questions about our 

congregation, please stop by the Connection Center (Belvidere Campus) or 

speak with one of the pastors or any of our ushers. 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper 

More than just bread and wine, Holy Communion is the very body and blood of 

Christ.  Those who partake should do so spiritually prepared (I Corinthians 

11:28): Am I sorry for my sin?  Do I believe Jesus is my only Savior truly present 

in this meal?  Will I, with the help of God, live a life that pleases Him? 

Participation in this meal is also an expression of unity with this church as a 

congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. If you are not communing 

but still desire to receive a blessing, please fold your arms across your chest when 

you come forward.  The Lord Jesus has something for us all.  The center ring of 

individual cups contains non-alcoholic wine, and gluten-free wafers are available 

for those in need. Please indicate this to those distributing the sacrament as you 

come forward. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Restrooms 

Located just behind the Sanctuary, follow the long hallway and turn left at your 

first opportunity. An usher would be happy to direct you.  

For Families with Young Children 

Worship is for people of all ages, and we are so glad to have you and your 

children (with all their wiggles, noises, and questions) joining us! Jesus said, “Let 

the little children come to me, and do not hinder them.” Encourage your children 

to follow along with the icons on the screens (they'll match up with the "Order 

of Service" in their children's bulletins) and shake their egg shakers when 

they see the egg icon. Help them find the Sanctuary Star and read together the 

description on the back of their insert.  

We aren’t worried about a little noise or activity, but if your child does need to 

leave worship, feel free to step out into the Narthex or hallway or visit our  

Quiet Room, but please, hurry back - we don’t want you or your little ones to 

miss out on all God is doing in worship! 

Quiet Room & Nursery 

Immanuel's Quiet Room is open for all Sunday services. It's a private, 

quiet spot with a changing table, diaper supplies, comfy rockers, and a 

livestream of the service. Of course, children (and all their noises) are 

always welcome in service, but for parents wanting to step out, this room 

is located between the bathrooms and nursery in the hallway behind the 

Sanctuary.  

Our staffed Nursery is available (for children under 5 years of age) for all 

Sunday services. The nursery is located in the hallway behind the 

Sanctuary.  
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

READINGS 

MAL. 3:1-7B | PSALM 66:1-12 

PHILLIPPIANS 1:2-11 | LUKE 3:1-20 

THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL 

SAT 6 PM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

  Outdoor Nativity Dedication 

SUN 8 AM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

 9:15 Worship — Bridge (Teaching + Musical variety) 

 9:30 Worship @ North 

 10:15 Pastor’s Class “Jesus And...” (Fellowship Hall) 

  Christ for Kids 

  Connect Class (Adult Ed. Room) 

  “Art of Parenting” Class (Library) 

 11 AM Worship — Horizon (Praise Team + Less formal) 
 

WED 11 AM At-Risk Worship (50 person max) 

 7   PM Advent Worship in Large Gym: 

ILS 5th-8th Program “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Dec. 11 Dan Holmes Christmas Concert @ Community Building 

Dec. 15 Advent Worship: ILS 1st-4th Program 

 

NAMI Family Support Group 1st & 3rd Monday 10am 

@ Immanuel North.  

Peer-led support group for any adult with a loved one who has been 

diagnosed with or experienced symptoms of a mental health condition. 

Caregiver Support Group 1st Thursday 6pm 

@ Main Campus-Adult Ed Room.  

Support group for caregivers and family members who care for a child or 

adult with chronic illness, dementia/Alzheimer’s. 

Family Support Group 1st & 3rd Thursday 5pm  

@ CrownPoint Conference Rm, Door B.   

Support group for loved ones of those struggling with addiction to find a 

safe place to discuss common struggles of loving someone with an 

addiction. 

Compassionate Friends 2nd Tuesday 6:30pm  

@ CrownPoint Conference Rm, Door B.  

Support for those families experiencing the loss of a child, sibling or 

grandchild. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Place an order for a poinsettia to be placed in the Sanctuary during 

Christmas! Poinsettias can be ordered in memory of a loved one, in 

honor of someone special, in celebration of birthdays, anniversaries or 

other special occasions. Each poinsettia costs $9.00. Orders must be 

placed by Monday, December 13th. Forms located at the Connection 

Immanuel offers member assistance with Rockford Lutheran High School 

tuition. If you would like to apply for assistance for the 2nd Semester of 

2021-2022 school year, applications can be picked up in the Church 

Office OR call Claudia Hauch in the church office to receive the 

application via e-mail. Deadline for applying is December 31st, 2021.  

RLHS SCHOLARSHIPS 



Malachi 3:1-7b 
1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the 

Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But 

who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he 

is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and 

they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 

years. 

5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 

sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who 

oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those 

who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not 

consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes 

and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of 

hosts.” 

Luke 3:1-20 
[Verses 1-2 not printed due to space constraints] 3And [John] went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one 

crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the 

crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, and all 

flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping 

with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 

Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, 

“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food 

is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, 

“Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 

authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said 

to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and 

be content with your wages.” 

As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I 

baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. But Herod 

the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and 

for all the evil things that Herod had done, added this to them all, that he locked up 

John in prison. 

Last Weekend’s Onsite Attendance:  381 

PRAYER TEAM 

We’d be glad to pray with you! 

Members of the Prayer Team are regularly 

available after the worship services each weekend 

for any personal prayer requests you may need.  

You can find them at the front of the Sanctuary.  

Never doubt the power of prayer! 

HELPING HANDS CONCERT FUNDRAISER  

Enjoy a wonderful evening out and support Helping Hands and Toys for 

Tots! Dan Holmes & Friends will present A Musical Christmas Concert on 

Saturday, Dec. 11th at the Community Building.  Doors open at 6:00 pm, 

concert begins at 7:00 pm.  Cost is $5 along with a new toy donation for 

Toys for Tots.  Refreshments available. All proceeds benefit Helping 

Hands Network of Boone County. Sponsors for this event are J&D Oil, 

Inc., Gallano Trucking, Lois Cannell-Ramon (Tobin & Ramon Law) and 

Thrivent.  

TOYS FOR TOTS COLLECTION 

Apart from the concert (above), you can still donate a new toy for the 

Toys for Tots collection in the gift-wrapped mission cart located near 

Door 1. Toys must be dropped off by Friday, Dec. 10th in order to be 

collected by the Marines at the Helping Hands Christmas concert. 

“In celebration of the Advent season, December’s hymn of the month is 

“Hark the Glad Sound.” The Advent season is a time when we not only 

celebrate Christ’s first coming but also anticipate his second coming, and 

this hymn, while placed in the “Advent” section of our hymnal, could also 

be seen as a celebration of Jesus’ return in glory. But as is written in 

Matthew 24:36, “concerning that day and hour, no one knows…the 

Father only,” so for now we celebrate Jesus’ coming as a baby and still 

await his next coming. 

This hymn text was written by Philip Doddridge (1702-1751), a minister 

in the English Non-conformist church (a faction that split from the 

Anglican Church in the 17th century). Doddridge pastored a church in 

Northampton and also opened a Non-conformist academy. The tune was 

written by Thomas Haweis (1734-1820), an Anglican minister who served 

positions in several churches and schools throughout England.” 

HYMN OF THE MONTH 

I would like more information about: 

 Becoming a part of the community here at Immanuel 

 Immanuel Lutheran School 

 Sponsoring the bulletin / altar flowers 

—— 

 My offering was given electronically 

 Other (Please Specify) 

Phone 

Email 

Name 

For God’s Gracious Care 

Linda Dixon, Buck Hodge, Gloria Mowers, Zach Peavler, Marian Lambert, 

Shirley Berg, Julia Markworth, Susan Trupp, Louie Rowe, Larry Baker, 

Sherry Huntington, Harold Anderson, Jeff & Trudy Flippo, Shelby Austin, 

Henry & Anita Koch, Miles Masters, Leanne Hamilton-Toole, Cecil Hart, 

Erik Anderson, Nancy Kelsey, Janet Bruening, Kelly Rosik , Heather Lopez 
 

Surgeries: Dave Laabs  
 

Births: Ezra Joshua (Parents are Josh & Jenna Shumaker) 
 

Deaths: Dewey Tyler 
 

Baptism: Lexi Mae and Maci Lynn Hartman will be baptized Dec. 5 during 

9:15 service. Parents are Jered and Megan Hartman. 
 

Flowers: Altar flowers are from Jan and family in loving memory of 

Dewey Tyler who’s 85 birthday would have been on Dec. 10.  
 

Other Flowers: The thanksgiving flowers were given in loving memory 

of the birthdays of Wayne Rhode (Nov. 27) and Jim Schultz (Nov. 28) by 

their wives and families 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

CONNECTION CARD DECEMBER 4-5, 2021 

Electronic Giving 

Thank you for your faithful support of our ministry in the 

gospel here at Immanuel. If you’d like to make your offering 

online, you’re welcome to do so via our website. 

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP 

IMMANUELLUTHERANBELVIDERE 

IMMANUELBELVIDERE 

INFO@IMMANUELBELVIDERE.ORG 

CONNECT 

ONLINE 


