
Immanuel Welcomes You! 

We give thanks to God that you’re here with us today as we receive the gifts that 

our Lord gives in mercy and grace. Whether this is your first time as our guest or 

you are regularly worshiping among us, God is here for you and welcomes you in 

as His own. If you are in need of a church home or have questions about our 

congregation, please stop by the Connection Center (Belvidere Campus) or 

speak with one of the pastors or any of our ushers. 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper 

More than just bread and wine, Holy Communion is the very body and blood of 

Christ.  Those who partake should do so spiritually prepared (I Corinthians 

11:28): Am I sorry for my sin?  Do I believe Jesus is my only Savior truly present 

in this meal?  Will I, with the help of God, live a life that pleases Him? 

Participation in this meal is also an expression of unity with this church as a 

congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. If you are not communing 

but still desire to receive a blessing, please fold your arms across your chest when 

you come forward.  The Lord Jesus has something for us all.  The center ring of 

individual cups contains non-alcoholic wine, and gluten-free wafers are available 

for those in need. Please indicate this to those distributing the sacrament as you 

come forward. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Restrooms 

Located just behind the Sanctuary, follow the long hallway and turn left at your 

first opportunity. An usher would be happy to direct you.  

Campus Guidelines for Face Coverings 

In order to care for the people who come to our campus here at Immanuel, 

including our guests, members, church and school staff, students, and ILS families, 

we’re asking that everyone wear a face covering inside the building.  This policy 

covers all events on our campus, including worship services and small group 

meetings.  Please cover coughs, use social distancing, and stay home if you are 

feeling unwell. 

For the time being, this is one of the best ways that we can help to reduce the 

risk of our congregation and school becoming a point of infection for our 

community.  Thank you for your assistance! 

For Families with Young Children 

Worship is for people of all ages, and we are so glad to have you and your 

children (with all their wiggles, noises, and questions) joining us! Jesus said, “Let 

the little children come to me, and do not hinder them.” Encourage your children 

to follow along with the icons on the screens (they'll match up with the "Order 

of Service" in their children's bulletins) and shake their egg shakers when they see 

the egg icon. Help them find the sanctuary star and read together the description 

on the back of their insert.  

We aren’t worried about a little noise or activity, but if your child does need to 

leave worship, feel free to step out into the Narthex or hallway  (we can't open 

our Nursery or Quiet Room right now under current public health 

restrictions).  But please, hurry back - we don’t want you or your little ones to 

miss out on all God is doing in worship! 

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO CHRIST FOR LIFE 

CONNECTOR 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS DECEMBER 27, 2020 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

READINGS

ISAIAH 61:10-62:3 | GALATIANS 

4:4-7 | LUKE 2:22-40 

THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL 

SUN 9:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 10:30 Worship with Holy Communion 

WED No 11 AM service this week (Dec. 30) 

THU 5:30 PM Service for the Turning of the Year 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Jan. 2-3   Return to regular worship schedule 

Jan. 6th 11 AM Mini-service (50 person max) 

 6:30 PM Epiphany worship with Holy Communion 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS 

The Church Office will be closed on New Year’s Eve and New Years Day. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP 

Join us for the Service at the Turning of the Year on Thursday, December 

31st at 5:30 pm.  Holy Communion will be celebrated at this service.  A 

link will be made available on CCB or the church website to register for 

this worship service.  This service will also be live-streamed. 

 

JANUARY 2ND/3RD WORSHIP 

With the start of the New Year, we will return to our regular worship 

schedule: Saturday at 6 pm and Sunday at 8, 9:15 and 11:15 am.  A link will 

be made available to register for these services on our website. 

PRAYER TEAM MINISTRY 

The Prayer Team is available for prayer each Sunday.  You can find a 

member near Door #2 after the 8 and 9:15 am worship services and 

before the 11:15 am worship service. 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

If you purchased a poinsettia in thanksgiving or memory of someone for 

Christmas, they can be picked up today after any of the worship services. 

 

WOMEN’S LIFELIGHT  

Romans Part 1 

Women's Lifelight will start up again in January. This is a 9-session study that 

covers the first 7 chapters of Romans. Reserve a workbook now and register for 

one of the meeting time slots by calling Elissa Sullivan at 815-761-6534 before 

Christmas! 

POINSETTIAS 

Rockford Lutheran High School Tuition Assistance 

Applications for member assistance for the 2nd semester at RLHS can be 

picked up in the Church Office.  Deadline for applying is January 8th, 2021. 

NO MINI-SERVICE DECEMBER 30 

Please note that we will not be offering a mini-service next Wednesday, 

December 30 at 11 am.  This service will resume the following week on 

January 6. 



Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed 

me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For as the earth brings forth its 

sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD 

will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.   

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, until 

her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch.  The 

nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be 

called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give.  You shall be a crown of 

beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.   

Galatians 4:4-7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law,  to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his 

Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 

and if a son, then an heir through God.   

Luke 2:22-40 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is written in the Law 

of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”)  

and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”  Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 

name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  And it had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 

Christ.  And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in 

the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law,  he took him up in 

his arms and blessed God and said,  “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 

peace, according to your word;  for my eyes have seen your salvation  that you have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples,  a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 

glory to your people Israel.”  And his father and his mother marveled at what was 

said about him.  And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this 

child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 

opposed  (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts 

from many hearts may be revealed.”  And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived 

with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin,  and then as a widow until 

she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and 

prayer night and day.  And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to 

God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.  

And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 

returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  And the child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.   
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December Hymn of the Month   
"The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns" highlights the essence of the 

Advent season: Christ came as a child to save us from our sin, and someday He 

will return. Advent is a time in the church year when we not only look to the 

past to celebrate Christ's first coming, but also look to the future in anticipation 

of His second coming; indeed, the "morning" referenced in the first line of the 

hymn is not Christmas morning, but rather it is that coming day when Christ will 

return and finally bring all His beloved to Himself. May God be with us as we 

celebrate his first coming and await His second! 

John Brownlie (1857-1925) wrote the text for this hymn. He was a minister in 

the Scottish Free Church and was prolific not only as an author of hymns but also 

as a translator, primarily translating hymn texts from Greek and Latin into English. 

The author of the tune is unknown but authorship is attributed to Elkanah Kelsey 

Dare (1782-1826), a Methodist minister. This tune has been matched with many 

other texts, including “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” in our own Lutheran 

Service Book.  

MUSIC 

IMMANUEL NORTH 

Blanket Project 
North is gathering new or gently used blankets for those in need.  With the help 

of Empower Boone to distribute these blankets, this project will be on-going.  

We have received a Thrivent grant of $250 to purchase new blankets.  If you 

would like to help writing short notes to be included with the blankets, please 

contact Pastor Wagner. 

 

 

 

Last Weekend’s Attendance: 282      On-Line Attendance:  

I would like more information about: 

 Becoming a part of the community here at Immanuel 

 Immanuel Lutheran School 

 Sponsoring the bulletin / altar flowers 

—— 

 My offering was given electronically 

 Other (Please Specify) 

 

 

 

Phone 

Email 

Name 

For God’s Gracious Care 

Linda Dixon, Buck Hodge, Bob Schwarzkopf, Gloria Mowers, Kathy 

Gaupp, Anne Wetzel, Marian Lambert, Ed & Ellen Anderson, Julia 

Markworth, Phoebe Ladewig,  Gary Anderson, Oscar Johnson, Janice Ebel, 

Nancy Schultz, Matthew Harling, Jim Meyer, George Meyer, Emily, Susan 

Trupp, all residents & staff at community care centers 

Baptism 

Emily Dawn Kortze will be baptized during the 10:30 am worship service.  

Her parents are Aaron & Sarah Kortze. 

Death 

Greg Gibbons 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

CONNECTION CARD DECEMBER 27, 2020 


