
Immanuel Welcomes You! 

We give thanks to God that you’re here with us today as we receive the gifts that 

our Lord gives in mercy and grace. Whether this is your first time as our guest or 

you are regularly worshiping among us, God is here for you and welcomes you in 

as His own. If you are in need of a church home or have questions about our 

congregation, please stop by the Connection Center (Belvidere Campus) or 

speak with one of the pastors or any of our ushers. 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper 

More than just bread and wine, Holy Communion is the very body and blood of 

Christ.  Those who partake should do so spiritually prepared (I Corinthians 

11:28): Am I sorry for my sin?  Do I believe Jesus is my only Savior truly present 

in this meal?  Will I, with the help of God, live a life that pleases Him? 

Participation in this meal is also an expression of unity with this church as a 

congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. If you are not communing 

but still desire to receive a blessing, please fold your arms across your chest when 

you come forward.  The Lord Jesus has something for us all.  The center ring of 

individual cups contains non-alcoholic wine, and gluten-free wafers are available 

for those in need. Please indicate this to those distributing the sacrament as you 

come forward. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Restrooms 

Located just behind the Sanctuary, follow the long hallway and turn left at your 

first opportunity. An usher would be happy to direct you.  

Campus Guidelines for Face Coverings 

In order to care for the people who come to our campus here at Immanuel, 

including our guests, members, church and school staff, students, and ILS families, 

we’re asking that everyone wear a face covering inside the building.  This policy 

covers all events on our campus, including worship services and small group 

meetings.  Please cover coughs, use social distancing, and stay home if you are 

feeling unwell. 

For the time being, this is one of the best ways that we can help to reduce the 

risk of our congregation and school becoming a point of infection for our 

community.  Thank you for your assistance! 

For Families with Young Children 

Worship is for people of all ages, and we are so glad to have you and your 

children (with all their wiggles, noises, and questions) joining us! Jesus said, “Let 

the little children come to me, and do not hinder them.” Encourage your children 

to follow along with the icons on the screens (they'll match up with the "Order 

of Service" in their children's bulletins) and shake their egg shakers when they see 

the egg icon. Help them find the sanctuary star and read together the description 

on the back of their insert.  

We aren’t worried about a little noise or activity, but if your child does need to 

leave worship, feel free to step out into the Narthex or hallway  (we can't open 

our Nursery or Quiet Room right now under current public health 

restrictions).  But please, hurry back - we don’t want you or your little ones to 

miss out on all God is doing in worship! 

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO CHRIST FOR LIFE 

CONNECTOR 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER APRIL 10-11, 2021 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

READINGS

ACTS 4:32-35 | 1 JOHN 1:1-2:2 | 

JOHN 20:19-31  

 

THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL 

SAT 6 PM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

SUN 8 AM Worship — Heritage (Hymns + Pipe Organ) 

 9:15 Worship — Bridge (Teaching + Musical variety) 

 9:30 Worship at North (30 person max) 

 10:15 Mere Christianity (Sanctuary) 

  Christ for Kids (Fellowship Hall) 

  Connect — New Member Course (Conference  

  room) 

 11:15 Worship — Horizon (Praise Team + Less formal) 

WED 11 AM At-Risk Worship (50 person max)  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 17 Whiting Road Cleanup at Immanuel North 

April 21 Mask-Optional Service Begins (7 PM) 

April 24 Serve Day at Main Campus and throughout community 

April 23-25 Men’s Retreat (Camp Phillip in Wautoma, Wisconsin) 

May 6 National Day of Prayer 

 

MASK-OPTIONAL SERVICE STARTING IN APRIL 

As we look to the months ahead, we’re going to offer eight weeks of mask-

optional worship opportunities at Immanuel, starting after Easter on 

Wednesday, April 21.  These 7 pm midweek worship services will be 

identical to the Wednesday morning services offered for those in higher-risk 

demographics: about 30 minutes, featuring the same readings and message as 

the preceding Sunday, and including Holy Communion.  Worshipers will need 

to register in advance to help ensure that we do not exceed our current 

seating limits, but will not be required to wear a mask inside the 

Sanctuary.  This limited run will continue through June 9, at which point we 

will be assessing our overall worship schedule.  Please continue to remember 

our nation and our world before our gracious God as we eagerly await the 

end of the ongoing pandemic. 

“CONNECT” COURSE 

11th Annual Men’s Retreat 

This year’s Men’s Retreat will take place April 23rd-25th at Camp Philip in 

Wautoma, Wisconsin.  This year’s speakers are Brian & Jeff Becker, father-son 

team, who recently co-authored Tender Lions.  They will discuss building the 

vital relationship between father and son.  Brochures for this event can be 

found at the Connection Center. 

Beginning today, April 11th, our “Connect” course will begin.  This six-session 

course (ending May 16th) provides an opportunity for prospective members 

or other interested persons to learn more about what we believe at Imman-

uel and how it shapes our lives – life together as a congregation and life out 

in the world.  Please call the Church Office at (815) 544-8058 to register.  

The class will meet at 10:15am in the Conference Room. 

MEN’S MINISTRY 

CANCER CARE MINISTRY 

CCM Training 

Over 1.5 million Americans are diagnosed with cancer every year (American 

Cancer Society).  Do you know someone who is battling cancer – a neighbor, 

a friend, a loved one?  Is your heart moved with compassion and a desire to 

help these people? 

Immanuel has a Biblically-based cancer care ministry called “Our Journey of 

Hope”. This ministry is open to anyone who is ready to make a difference in 

the lives of those affected by cancer.  We want to bring practical support and 

the hope of Christ to every person in our congregation and community 

affected by this illness. 

CCM Training will begin on Saturday, April 24th, 2021.  Registration for this 8-

week session, Christ-led training is free.  We will meet at Immanuel’s North 

Campus from 9-11 am. Please Contact Trina Gritzmacher if you are 

interested in joining our Christ-led team.  CCM.TrinaGritz@gmail.com or 

(815-543-2646). 

mailto:CCM.TrinaGritz@gmail.com


Acts 4: 32-35 

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their 

possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.  With great power 

the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s 

grace was so powerfully at work in them all  that there were no needy persons 

among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold 

them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone who had need.  

 

1 John 1:1-2:2 

 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 

proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify 

to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has 

appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you 

also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with 

his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete. This is the message 

we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the 

darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we 

make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. My dear children, I write this to 

you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the 

Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

John 20:19-31 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus 

said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with 

that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s 

sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not with the 

disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 

finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” A 

week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you 

have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.” Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe
[b] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life 

in his name. 

 

IMMANUEL NORTH 

North Worship Registration 

To sign-up for 9:30 am worship at North, please register on-line or by 

calling Pastor Wagner at (815) 871-6051.  To insure a spot, please do so by 

3 pm on Saturday. 

 

PRAYER TEAM 

Let us pray with you 

Members of the Prayer Team are normally 

available each weekend for any personal prayer 

requests you may need.  They are available 

after the 6 pm, 8 am, 9:15 am worship and 

before the 11:15 am worship.  You can find 

them at the front of the Sanctuary.  Never 

doubt the  power of prayer! 

VESTRY ELECTIONS 

At the Sunday, May 16th Congregational Meeting, there will be an election 

for Immanuel's Vestry. This year, terms of 3 Vestry members are expiring: 

John Hare and Connie Campbell are hoping to serve a second term; Jon 

Goldie has reached the two (2) term limit. Vestry members serve up to 

two 3-year terms and normally meet once-a-month to help assist the 

Senior Pastor and staff with governing the church. If interested, please 

request a Vestry application from the Church Office. If you have questions, 

please contact Jon Goldie by CCB or email (jonhgoldie@yahoo.com). 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Mere Christianity – Sundays 10:15 – Sanctuary 

Join us in person or online as we explore this great book by C.S. 

Lewis.  He was a great mind and a great defender of the faith.  Even if you 

have not read the book, this class will still be relevant as we will dive into 

the Scriptures as well.  No need to register for Bible class if you already 

registered for worship.  See you next Sunday!     

SERVE DAY AT MAIN CAMPUS 

Immanuel Spring Serve Day 

Make a difference in our community on Saturday, April 24th from 8:30am – 

12:00pm.  Immanuel has several projects lined up for our Spring Serve Day 

Event.  We will be serving on our campus and also doing projects for the 

community. Sign-in begins at 8:00 am in the large gym.  Please register for the 

project where you would like to serve thru the link on our website or thru The 

Main Thing e-newsletter. 

I would like more information about: 

 Becoming a part of the community here at Immanuel 

 Immanuel Lutheran School 

 Sponsoring the bulletin / altar flowers 

—— 

 My offering was given electronically 

 Other (Please Specify) 

 

 

 

Phone 

Email 

Name 

For God’s Gracious Care 

Linda Dixon, Buck Hodge, Gloria Mowers, Kathy Gaupp, Marian Lambert, 

Ed & Ellen Anderson, Julia Markworth, Phoebe Ladewig, Susan Trupp, 

Alayna Hundley, Anne Wetzel, Mark, Matthew, Immanuel’s LERT team 

(served in Alabama this past week) 

Baptism 

Willow Ann Thiering will be baptized during the 6pm worship service. Her 

parents are Joshua Thiering and Alyssa King. 

Altar Flowers 

In celebration of Gordie & Louanne Gotch’s 57th wedding anniversary. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

CONNECTION CARD APRIL 10-11, 2021 

Electronic Giving 
Thank you for your faithful support of our ministry in the gospel here 

at Immanuel.  If you’d like to make your offering online, you’re wel-

come to do so via our website or by using this QR code.  

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP 

IMMANUELLUTHERANBELVIDERE 

IMMANUELBELVIDERE 

INFO@IMMANUELBELVIDERE.ORG 

CONNECT 

ONLINE 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26892a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26899b
mailto:jonhgoldie@yahoo.com

