
 

 

Family Worship Guide 
Deuteronomy 8-14, Psalm 20 

 
 

Day One: Deuteronomy 8:1-10 
Ø Moses instructs the Israelites to keep and do all God’s commandments with holy fear, reverence and 

submission. He encourages them to look back and remember how God had led them through the wilderness 

for forty years. Always a good thing to do - to remember how God has brought us through difficult times. He 

is faithful. 

Ø Deuteronomy 9:25-29 

Moses pleaded for the children of Israel as God was on the verge of destroying them. In His mercy, God 

accepted the destruction of the idol instead of the idolaters. 

Ø Bottom Line: God is merciful. 

Ø Questions: Why did God test the Israelites? Does He still do the same for us? Think back and thank God 

for a time when He carried you through a difficult time. Thank God for those who have interceded for you. 

 
Day Two: Deuteronomy 10:1-2; 12-14 

Ø The ark is such a beautiful symbol - our hearts must be prepared ‘as arks’ to receive God’s law and gospel. 

Christ is said to be the ark that keeps our salvation. A humble heart will receive with gladness all God has 

for it and will look like the one described in verse 12.  

Ø Deuteronomy 11:8-20 

What amazing promises the Israelites were given! How overwhelming it must have been to see them on the 

horizon. The land they left in Egypt required much labor to bring water to the fields. The promised land was 

watered by plentiful rain. Seems a small thing to us but huge in their time. 

Ø Bottom Line: Following God’s commands leads to fruitful lives. 

Ø Questions: How do you think Moses felt when God called him to meet Him on the mountain for a new set of 

tablets? What ‘land’ does the chapter 11 passage make you think of for us today? 

 
Ø Day Three: Deuteronomy 12:1-4; 29-32 
Ø No matter where they were, God called His people to destroy anything to do with idol worship of the nations 

they would dispossess. They were not even to worship the one true God with those things. God knew the 

Israelites and their weaknesses well so He gives them instruction as they continue their journey as His 

people. 

Ø Deuteronomy 13:1-5 

Ø Sometimes being led astray can actually come from unlikely places. God warns His people that a ‘prophet or 

dreamer of dreams’ could arise among them. No matter what he is able to accomplish, run in the other 

direction when he says, ‘Let us go after other gods and serve them.’ Even if no one was led astray, God said 

the evildoer was to be put to death. 

Ø Bottom Line: God takes His loved ones being led astray very seriously!  



 

 

Ø Questions: Remembering the judgement that came after the golden calf disaster, do you find it surprising 

that God had to tell the Israelites not to worship the gods of the lands they would go to possess? Can you 

think of more recent examples when following false prophets or teachings brought disaster?   

 
Ø Day Four: Deuteronomy 14:1-2; 21-23 
Ø God’s children are to do nothing to harm themselves and in this passage the added caution is not to do 

things that appear to be part of idol worship. (As Baal’s prophets cut themselves, for example.) God gave 

very specific dietary principles to the Israelites and in verse 21 there are a couple of very interesting things. 

The reason an animal that died of itself could be given or sold to a foreigner is because they were Gentiles 

so the rules did not apply to them. Also, ‘You shall not boil a young goat in it’s mother’s milk’ has always 

puzzled me! I finally heard an explanation from a Rabbi - the life of the animal (milk) should not be 

associated with it’s death. Today’s kosher rules still do not allow meat to be eaten with dairy.  

Ø Bottom Line: God has a reason for every law and command. 

Ø Questions: Do you see the prohibition in verses one and two to be an illustration of being ‘in the world but 

not of the world’? Do you think it would be fun to live by the long list of dietary rules the Israelites were 

required to follow? Have you ever wondered about the ‘do not boil a young goat in it’s mother’s milk’? 

 
Ø Day Five: Psalm 20:1-9 
Ø Even kings (maybe especially kings?) need to spend much time in prayer and be prayed for. Don’t we all 

desire the same? David saw many a ‘day of trouble’ and so will we. Our response should always be to seek 

‘strength out of Zion’ - spiritual strength. David had a host of mighty men yet knew The Source of his true 

protection and strength. Such a beautiful psalm!  

Ø Bottom Line: May the King answer us when we call. 

Ø Questions: How do you think David’s enemies felt knowing he understood where true strength comes from? 

Spend time praying for our country’s leaders. 

 
 
Pray 
Pray for our church as we continue to search for a music pastor. Pray that our church 
body as a whole would be consumed with a passion to serve the Lord.  Pray for the lost 
in Agricola, Mississippi, the United States, and around the world. 
 
Memorize 
 
“May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the God of 
Jacob protect you!” Psalm 20:1 


