
Where Do We Go From Here? 

Perhaps most of you thought when you read the title that 

this article was going to be about where do we go as a 

church or perhaps where will our next senior pastor take 

us.  However, I would prefer that you read this article in 

a much more personal way.  Where will I go from here, 

and my preferred answer would be a simple one – 

across the street. In other words, “to my neighbor”. The 

future of Haven Reformed Church is directly proportional 

to our effectiveness in Loving our Neighbor as we love ourselves.  It will not be our next pastor that ac-

complishes this or a clever innovative church program.  Our future as a church is dependent on us, its 

members and how we, individually, respond to both the Great Commission and the Great Command-

ment. 

The Great Commandment charges us to Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and 

strength and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves which simply means to give God preeminence in 

everything that we think, feel, believe and do.  And this reaches its best expression in the way that we 

love our neighbor.  In response to the question, who is my neighbor? Jesus replied with a parable in 

Luke 10 which charges us to show mercy to whomever we encounter wherever we encounter them at 

their point of need. 

The Great Commission commands us to go into all the world, beginning in our own neighborhoods, pro-

claiming the good news that Jesus saves and welcoming them into the fellowship of the church.  Our 

neighbors who are without Christ will not come to us.  They are too busy with their own lives their own 

needs their own hurts.  We must go to them with the love and grace of Jesus.  We must welcome them 

into our lives showing them an expansive love that heals every hurt and provides wholeness. 

The consistory in its search for a new pastor is talking with 
candidates who fully understand that the ministry of Haven 
Church is dependent on each of its members not just a  
select  few.  We have two very strong candidates at the 
present time who will in their approach to ministry be very 
“neighborly”.  How about you?  Where will you go from 
here? 
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Increasing        

Passionate Desire 

 
What do you think?  In 

the Hamilton community as a 

whole, is there very much  

concern for the things of God?  

Is there less or more desire for 

individuals to know and trust 

God than there was ten years 

ago?  Are the worries and 

cares of our day-to-day busy-

ness choking out the spiritual 

fruitfulness of our witness?    

This Summer Haven 

partnered with Child Evange-

lism Fellowship (CEF) for the fourth year in a row. It was a delight to witness the passion of two sisters, Am-

ber (16) and Megan (14) assigned by CEF to lead the 5-Day Club at the Health Township ball park gazebo. 

Amber, Megan, and their helper, Mia (15), were trained at CEF’s Christian Youth In Action (CYIA) nine-day 

training camp at Grace Bible College in Grand Rapids in June.  At this annual CEF training event, individuals 

13 years old and older are given the tools they need to present the gospel message to children.   

Check out:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hf4YcmIAj9I 

 

 

 

We thank… 

Haven members who        

volunteered they time:  

Grace Langeland, Emma 

Heyerman, Linnay Moore, 

along with Marian Brinkhuis. 

Haven Consistory who      

encouraged this community 

event by increasing financial 

support -  making available 

more assistance than was 

requested.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hf4YcmIAj9I


Contact Us… 

Haven Reformed Church 

P.O Box 1.  

Hamilton. MI 49419 

269.751.7321 

haven@havenchurch.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.havenchurch.com 

Visit in person at       

4691 Oak St. Hamilton 

Like us on Facebook 

@havenreformedchurch 

 

Office Hours:         

Tues-Thurs 9:00am-2:00pm 

Upcoming Events... 

Recommended Reading 

What do you do when 
God’s timing seems 
questionable, His lack 
of intervention hurtful, 
and His promises 
doubtful? 

Life often looks so very 
different than we hoped 
or expected. Some 
events may simply catch 
us off guard for a mo-
ment, but others shatter 
us completely. We feel 
disappointed and disillu-
sioned, and we quietly 
start to wonder about 
the reality of God’s 
goodness. 
 

What greater vanity can 
be expressed than that 
of the wicked witch in 
Snow White?  

The witch was obsessed 
with the desire to be the 
most beautiful woman in 
the land. She loved her 
mirror. She spoke to it 
with terms of endear-
ment . . . until one day 
the mirror gave her an 
answer, and she didn't 
know which she hated 
more, Snow White or the 
mirror that refused to lie.  

If a dog is a man's best 
friend, perhaps his worst 
enemy is his mirror. 
points? 

Haven Church Safety & Security - If you want to help find ways to 

make Haven a safer and more secure place, stop by the church office and 

pick up a copy of documents provided by the Allegan County Sheriff’s Of-

fice.  They can also be emailed to you.    

 
Allegan County Fair - September 6-14.  Join Child Evangelism Fellowship 

(CEF) in the tent next to the Children’s Petting Animal Barn.  Free training 

by CEF is on Wednesday, August 29 from 6:30-8:30 pm.  Pick up the blue 

sheet on the foyer table for more information.  

 
Haven Food Distribution - August 21 & September 18 are the dates for 

the rest of the year.  Our food distribution, in partnership with Hungry for 

Christ, has served hundreds of families, thanks to those who volunteer.  

Needed: Pickup truck and driver to carry flattened cardboard boxes to 

the Food Center baler after the distribution.  Contact Phil Knoll or Don Sal. 

 
Haven Prayer Experience - Wednesdays 7:00-8:00 pm. in the Fireside 
Room.  This is a casual, no-pressure time with a small group of people.  
Pray with other individuals who care deeply about Haven’s future.  You will 
find it a very unique hour!   

Haven & Community Opportunities to Serve  

Haven’s Team 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. John Ornee………..………..jfornee@hotmail.com 

Calling Pastor 

Rev. Ronald VerWys……..……......rverys1@gmail.com 

Commissioned Pastor/ Community Outreach 

Pastor Phil Knoll ……………….phil@havenchurch.com 

Youth Ministry/Youth Church 

Scott Davis……………….…...scott@havenchurch.com 

Facilities Coordinators 

Tom Bos………………...…..……... tjbos@frontier.com 

Sheryl Veldhoff 

Financial Assistant/Office 

Gloria Ruggles……….…... finance@havenchurch.com 

Office………………………....haven@havenchurch.com 

Sound 

Jim Williams (point Person 

Media/Visual 

Bill Parsons (point person) 

55+ Breakfast  

Sept 3 & Oct  1 

     

Food Distribution 

Aug 21 & Sept 18 

Haven Reformed Church to know, to grow, and to show Jesus Christ to others. 

Love Inc 

Thursday evenings 

 


