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 The Pastor’s Desk 

Another first!  Who knew Haven had a newsletter called “Haven Highlights” that 

I have the privilege to write in?  You knew and you have been wondering if the 

first quarter newsletter was ever coming out. It’s here!  

As I pondered what to write my mind when back to the doctor’s office “Highlights 

Magazine”. In it was an objects search picture. In the picture were various      

embedded objects that you could search for according to a legend key.   I highly 

doubt Haven Highlights has those kinds of hidden objects picture and yet I 

should write about several aspects of ministry at Haven that might seem hidden 

to you.  

First, I want to make the best use of your time and the good use of timely information.  Can a 

quarterly newsletter provide the value you might want in communication from the office or church 

leadership?  I would like your feedback.  Please let us know and help us effectively                 

communicate.  Pease send your communication ideas to my email address which is                                              

pastormike@havenchurch.com.  I do have a new local phone number as well.  The 712 area 

code number is shut down and the new number is 616-377-9185. You may call me or text me at 

this number.  And let’s not forget, there is always face to face.   

Here are a few other items that either are changing or are being considered and your opinion is         

valuable.  I will always listen and welcome your feedback.     

 Our new greeting and engaging process starts the 

first of March.  If you have not been to the training     

session, please continue to greet as you have been 

scheduled.  The current schedule handed out at the first 

of the year will continue through March as planned.  To 

those who are scheduled on that list, please be aware 

that a few changes have been made in how we greet our 

guests. Just follow along with those who join you and it 

will all make sense.  Thank you for serving the church in 

this capacity.  

 We have been trying a few new formats to the bulletin.  At times there will be much detail and other 
times very little.  Take a look and let us know what makes the most sense to you. 

     Continue reading the story on page 4 
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A few ways to give to Colorado Challenge where 

your gift (s) will be tax deductible: 

1. Give to Haven (put your envelope number & CC in 

the memo of your check)   

2. Give on March 1st in the Communion offering 

3. Haven will be doing a Church fundraiser for CC 

in the near future  

Kids in Worship is having a fantastic year! Thank you to all those that have made 

this happen.   

There will be no Kids in Worship on March 15, April 12, 15, 19, and May 17 & 24  

* Will you pray about teaching our kids on a monthly or bi-monthly basis? 
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IT ALL BEGINS & ENDS WITH GOD! 

As many of you know, I was away the 2nd weekend in 
January as I went down to Akron, Ohio.  I went (Ruth, too) 
so that I could conduct an expository preaching work-shop 
with some Nepalese/Bhutanese pastors from that commu-
nity.  These men are part of a large population of immi-
grants that the United Nations settled in the Akron and 
Columbus area about 10 years ago.  They had lived over 
20 years in a refugee camp in Nepal after they experi-
enced religious persecution in Bhutan and were driven out 
of their homeland.  Now, since settling in the United 
States, many of their fellow country-men have come over 
to live with/by them.  So now there’s a pretty large popula-
tion of these dear Christian folks living here. Their pastors 
were desirous of being trained to preach more effectively 

from God’s Word.  That’s how Leadership Resources Int’l came to be approached about sending me 
down there to train them.  I worked with a translator and two men (graduates of our 4 year program) 
and together we studied the book of Genesis.   

The word “Genesis” means “Beginnings” and it got it’s title from the first verse in the Bible that say: “In 
the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  We looked at how, in the first 12 chapters of 
Genesis, we are told how the whole universe & everything on this 
earth first began.  We saw how the first man & woman had their    
beginning.  We also noted how sin first began when Adam & Eve 
were tempted by Satan to disobey God.  God punished our first 
parents for their sinning, but also He announced the beginning of 
His plan of Salvation, as He spoke to them        (in Gen.3:15) 
about how “one day from the seed of the woman would come 
One who would crush the head of the serpent (Satan).”  Then we 
saw how eventually the sin of mankind began to grow so great 
that God determined He was going to destroy the whole world 
with a flood.  But also noted how He spared righteous Noah & his wife and their sons & their wives, 
along with 2 of every living creature on board the Ark.  We went on to talk about how God made a 
promise, sealed with a rainbow, that He would never again destroy all life by way of another flood, 
and there was like a second “new beginning”.   

We also talked about how the sinning of humans began again after the flood.  But then we closed our 
study noting how God called a righteous man named Abram to become “the father of His chosen peo-
ple”-- and thus He began a blood line from which eventually would come Jesus Christ, who would 
save His people from their sins. We looked at how in John 1:1-14 we read : “In the beginning was the 
Word and the Word was with God and was God, and came to dwell among us” and to bring for-
giveness of sins & everlasting life to all who would come to believe in Him.  We also went to the very 
end of the Bible to the book of Revelations 21-22, and saw how Jesus is going to come again some-
day to take all who have believed in Him as their Savior to go to live with Him in heaven forever.  

 In Revelation 21:6-7, John hears Jesus declaring from His throne in heaven: “I am the  Alpha & the 
Omega, the beginning & the end.”  We placed our emphasis on how everything BEGINS & ENDS 
with God.  Before returning home, I had the privilege of preaching in an area church (2 hour service) 
which was a joy, too.  Friends, may WE never lose sight of how everything does Begin & End with 
Our Lord Jesus Christ and may we be sure that we have placed our trust in Him for our Salvation, as 
well. 

   --Yours in Him, Pastor Ron 
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Continued reading from page 1 

 

 We are in the middle of reconnecting the ministry teams.  These teams are: fellowship, worship, 

buildings & grounds, education (discipleship), and missions & outreach.  Each of these teams will 

begin meeting shortly.  If God has gifted you in one of these areas let me know and I will place 

you on that team.  There are others of you who have made it clear you are dreamers and vision-

aries and as we seek the long range plan for Haven you will be engaged.  

 We have purchased a new presentation software for Sunday morning operation of video and 

screen.  You might see some changes there.   

 We are also reducing the cost for our church management software.  You will not notice any 

change except for those who regularly use your mobile device to look up address and phone 

numbers for church member.  We will let you know when that 

change happens.   

I am looking forward to continued good communication with each of 

you. God bless and know I am cheering for you.  

                      - Pastor Mike  

 

What Encouraging Signs have you noticed at Haven?  

As we enter a new phase at Haven, I notice a pattern of small things 

that encourages me.  Here are a few:  1) As the Elders served com-

munion in December, we ran out of the cups filled with juice.  We 

didn’t plan on the number of people that worshipped that day.  2) 

When I arrived for the Christmas Eve Candlelight service, the box 

that was filled with candles was empty. It appeared we didn’t expect 

so many people. (More candles were found so in the end everybody had one.)   3) As we prepared popcorn 

for the Tuesday night “First Impressions” meeting I did not make enough for everyone to have a bag.  4) More 

chairs needed to be found for the next “First Impressions” meeting on Sunday.  5) Two years ago, our 

Wednesday night prayer meeting had only two or three people who attended  regularly.  Now many have 

been added to the group.   

What have you noticed at Haven that gives you encouragement?  

Something to Remember  

Here’s something to remember when we mourn the death of our loved ones: “Since God is with us, 

and our loved ones are with Him – then they’re not very far away.” – Anonymous    

You Can’t Add to Perfect 

You have a perfect person’s total forgiveness and actual righteousness when you have Jesus.  – 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” -       Romans 8:1 

 

                  -Pastor Phil  
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KIDS HOPE 

It is hard to believe the 2019/2020 school year is half over. KIDS HOPE 

mentoring continues. We currently are mentoring 18 students at Hamilton 

Elementary and 8 students at Hamilton Middle School. Please, if you feel 

God calling you to make a difference in a child’s life, contact Bev Ende at 

616-886-0063 or bendkidshope@gmail.com. 

 

The following is a list of current mentors. Please keep them in your prayers. 

Jean Behnke 

Joyce Blauwkamp 

Wayne Blauwkamp 

Jackie Bos 

Amy Carroll 

Judy Cotts 

Tom Dekker 

Luanne Elenbaas 

Bev Ende 

Rick Ende 

Lori Haverdink 

Diane Hunter 

Arlynn Immink 

Peg Klingenberg 

Carol Knoll 

Phil Knoll 

Wayne Keegstra 

Dave Mazurek 

Cal Schrotenboer 

Jack Schrotenboer 

Bob Stoel 

Sharon Stoel 

Claudia VanderKolk 

Carol VanderPoppen 

Mary VanderPoppen 

Adam VanDerStoep 

Thank you again for all you do for KIDS HOPE. Your prayers and financial support are very 
much appreciated.    
     
 ~ Bev Ende 

mailto:bendkidshope@gmail.com
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Contact Us… 

Haven Reformed Church 

PO Box 1 

Hamilton. MI 49419 

269.751.7321 

haven@havenchurch.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.havenchurch.com 

Visit in person at       

4691 Oak St. Hamilton 

Like us on Facebook 

@havenreformedchurch 

 

Office Hours:         

Tues-Thurs 9:00am-2:00pm 

Upcoming Events... 

Recommended Reading 

What Happens When 
Women Say Yes to God: 
Experiencing Life in 
Extraordinary Ways 

Your job is obedience. 
God's job is everything 
else. 
 
If you've ever found 
yourself                       
wondering… 

What is God's plan for 
my life? or Can He real-
ly use me? you're not 
alone.  

Crazy Love:                    
Overwhelmed by a Re-
lentless God  

Have you ever wondered 
if we're missing it? 

It's crazy, if you think 
about it. The God of the         
universe—the   Creator 
of nitrogen and pine 
needles, galaxies and          
E-minor—loves us with a 
radical,   unconditional, 
self-sacrificing love. And 
what is our typical re-
sponse? We go to 
church, sing songs, and 
try not to cuss. 

Haven Church Safety & Security - If you want to help find ways to 

make Haven a safer and more secure place, stop by the church office and 

pick up a copy of documents provided by the Allegan County Sheriff’s      

Office.  They can also be emailed to you.    
 

Love Inc Life Skills - Thursdays 6:00-8:00pm needs volunteers for their 
Children Ministry Program.  Currently, our need is volunteers who are willing to be 
helpers.  We are blessed with volunteers who love to give the Bible lesson.  Most 
of our families are single parents trying to make life work with limited resources 
and they love having a place they can leave their children knowing the children 
will be well cared for.  Volunteers are needed who are willing to read and play 
with children.  You chose the time frame: once a twelve-week session, once a 
month, or weekly.  

 

Haven Prayer Experience - Wednesdays 7:00-8:00 pm in the Fireside 
Room.  This is a casual, no-pressure time with a small group of people.  
Pray with other individuals who care deeply about Haven’s future.  You will 
find it a very unique hour!   

Haven & Community Opportunities to Serve  

Haven’s Team 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Mike Drew….……..pastormike@havenchurch.com 

Calling Pastor 

Rev. Ronald VerWys……..…….....rverwys1@gmail.com 

Commissioned Pastor/ Community Outreach 

Pastor Phil Knoll ……………….phil@havenchurch.com 

Youth Ministry/Youth Church 

Scott Davis……………….…...scott@havenchurch.com 

Kevin Spotts…………….…….kevin@havenchurch.com 

Facilities Coordinators 

Tom Bos………………...…..……... tjbos@frontier.com 

Sheryl Veldhoff 

Financial Assistant/Office 

Gloria Ruggles……….…... finance@havenchurch.com 

Office………………………....haven@havenchurch.com 

Sound 

Jim Williams (point Person) 

Media/Visual 

Bill Parsons (point person) 

55+ Breakfast  

March 3 & April 7 

     

Haven Reformed Church to know, to grow, and to show Jesus Christ to others. 

Love Inc 

Thursday evenings 

 

Scripture Encouragement & Memorizing  

My help comes from the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth. 

Psalm 121:2 

I have chosen you and not cast you off: fear not, for I am with 

you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you,   

I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

Isaiah 41:9b-10 

Haven/ H4C Food Drive 

Watch bulletin and emails  

for upcoming dates 


