
From the desk of Rev. John… 

As Much As It Depends On You 

The Apostle Paul gives a remarkable challenge in his letter to 

the Roman church in Romans 12:18.  He says, “If it is        

possible, as much as it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone.”  By saying “if Possible” he is acknowledging that it 

may be a difficult task, but not impossible.  It depends on you. 

The decisions you make.  Will you be the one that continues 

the conflict or will you be the one that brings it to an end.  The 

challenge obviously is to be a peace maker, and to do it eve-

rywhere with everyone not just when it’s convenient or with 

people that you like.  We are called to live at peace with all 

people and yes it does depend on you. 

Let me change the scene but use some of the same language.  If the future of Haven Church was      

dependent on you would you be filled with hope or feel helpless?  This is not really a hypothetical     

question.  As in the verse and paragraph above it is dependent on you.  The future of Haven Church 

depends on YOU! Each one of you and all of us together.  Our flourishing as a church is not dependent 

on someone else.  If WE fail We fail, and if WE succeed WE succeed.  The future is not dependent on 

someone else but upon us. And this is good news!   

It’s good news because each one of us has the Spirit of the living God inside of us to empower us to do 
His will.  All we need to do is seek His will (not our own) and do what He calls us to do.  So what is God 
calling you to do in the future here at Haven Church?  Are you up for the challenge?  2019 is going to 
be an exciting year.  He is able to do far more than we can ask or even imagine.  This is certainly not a 
time to feel helpless but a time to be filled with Hope.  God is at work in You and His promise is to give 
us Hope and a Future! 
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From the desk of Pastor Ron... 
    

WHEN GOD CLOSES A DOOR…HE OPENS A WINDOW 

 

 Have you ever heard that saying before?  Maybe some of you have person-
ally had that experience.  You may’ve felt as if--due to circumstances beyond 
your control or because of the actions or decisions of others—the door to a cer-
tain opportunity was closed on you.  You may have really had your heart set on 
going somewhere or doing something, but then you received a “NO!” and felt 
disappointed because of it.  Well, as I am writing this article today, I find myself 
feeling some of that.  As you know, I usually go to Asia (to a certain country 
over there) to conduct trainings with national pastors on how to be more effec-
tive communicators of God’s Word through expository preaching.  I had been 
able to travel there 4 times a year without any problem up ‘til now.  The door 
seemed OPEN for us to come & go freely and carry on our work there without 
too much risk.  But now, due to political tensions between our country and the 
nation I have been going to, and due to an increase in persecution of the pas-
tors & believers in that country—it looks as though the door may soon CLOSE 
to my going there anymore.  It has made me ask: “Why God, are you closing the door to this country & the 
work I’m doing there?” 

And I have been asking Him: “What’s next? Do you have some other place of ministry for me if it is no longer 
going to be in that country?”  I haven’t “heard” any real answer to my questions. 

But I have sensed that He may be “opening a window” for 
me to go and work in some other places instead in the 
year ahead.  There have been offers for me to maybe go 
to Bangladesh, India or Nepal in the near future—if the 
door is indeed closed to the country I’ve been going to.  I 
have been praying for His direction and clarity about this 
matter.  OR it may turn out that He will have me no longer 
travel internationally, and instead to be more involved in 
ministry back here at home.  This is a time for waiting and 
praying about closed doors & opening windows. 

Maybe someone reading this article will find themselves 
in a similar situation in 2019.  Maybe God will “close a 
door” in one area of your life—maybe having to do with 

your job, or a relationship, or area of volunteer ministry in your church or the community.  IF that happens, 
THEN I would encourage you to pray and seek God’s discernment as to if He might be “opening a window of 
opportunity” somewhere else?  We do believe HE IS SOVEREIGN and that His ways are higher than our 
ways.  He does have a plan & purpose in all things.  We have to trust Him and be ready to go where He may 
lead us.   

               
     Blessings to you all,               
                 
      Pastor Ron VerWys 



QUESTION:  WHAT DO THESE 5 THINGS HAVE IN COMMON? 

Haven Church 

CEF (Child Evangelism Fellowship) 

Kids Hope 

Released Time 

Band-Aids 

 

ANSWER: All these helped to foster a relationship with individuals in the community in the 

name of Jesus Christ.  

In 2016 teams from Haven Church knocked on the doors of houses in the community to invite 

kids to the CEF 5-day Clubs (VBS).  Answering the door at one of those houses was a boy named 

Adam*.  He was invited to a 5-day Club in his neighborhood.   

This year Adam was matched with a Kids Hope mentor from Haven named Mr. Jim*.  At Ham-

ilton EL, Mr. Jim met another Kids Hope kid named Amy*, a good friend of Adam. 

While at Released Time at Haven last month, Amy was happy to see Mr. Jim there.  She knew 

Mr. Jim well enough to feel free to ask him for a Band-Aid for her cut finger.  Little acts of kindness, 

like providing a Band-Aid, show compassion in Jesus’ name.  All of us at Haven have similar experi-

ences.                                *names were changes 

 

Haven Church is described as a place of safety and refuge.  

CEF is Child Evangelism Fellowship a Bible-centered organization whose purpose is to 

share with Boys and Girls the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ and to 

establish (disciple) them in the Word of God and in the local church for 

Christian living.  https://www.cefonline.com/ 

Haven has partnered with CEF with 5-day VBS Clubs for the last 3 sum-

mers. Haven’s consistory is encouraging us to do more with VBS during the summer of 2019.  

Please prayerfully consider using your gifts to help bring the light of Christ into the darkness in the 

community around us. Contact Phil Knoll with any ideas for this summer.          

Released Time is teaching the Bible devotionally to public school students during 

school time but off school premises and with parental per-

mission.  This year (and every three years), they meet on 

Haven’s campus.  They meet on five Fridays (8:50 am to 

2:00 pm) throughout the school year.   

Please pray for the busloads of kids, grades 1 – 4, that come through Haven’s doors. 

They need to find peace from chaos that only a relationship with Jesus will bring.  They will 

meet again on March 8 with the men and women of the community whom the children look up 

to as heroes (firefighters, police officers, etc.).  https://www.releasedtime.org  

A Note from Pastor Phil... 







Contact Us… 

Haven Reformed Church 

P.O Box 1.  

Hamilton. MI 49419 

269.751.7321 

haven@havenchurch.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.havenchurch.com 

Visit in person at       

4691 Oak St. Hamilton 

Like us on Facebook 

@havenreformedchurch 

 

Office Hours:         

Tues-Thurs 9:00am-2:00pm 

Upcoming Events... 

Recommended Reading 

We've all experienced 
that moment where we 
wish we could start all 
over again. Failed mar-
riages, lost friends, ad-
dictions, lost jobs. This 
is not the life we imag-
ined.    
 Yesterday can 
sometimes leave us 
stuck, sad, shamed, 
scared, and searching. 
Sheila Walsh encour-
ages readers to face the 
pain head on and then 
start again, from right 
where they are.   
 She shares that 
when she discovered 
"I'm not good enough 
and I'm good with that," 
everything started to 
change. 

Every man was once a 
boy.  And every little has 
dreams, big 
dreams,  dreams of 
being the hero, of beat-
ing the bad guys, of 
doing daring feats. 
 But what happens to 
those dreams when we 
grow up? Walk into most 
churches, have a look 
around, and ask your-
self: What is a Christian 
man?  Without listening 
to what is said, look at 
what you find there. 
Most Christian men are . 
. . bored.  
 John Eldredge in-
vites men to recover 
their masculine heart, 
defined in the image of a 
passionate God.  

            Thank you! Thank You! Thank You! For all the donations for the Christmas Store. The 

kids and their families had a great time shopping again this year. Thank you to all who volunteered 

to bring food and also came out to help set up, decorate and wrap.  This party would not be a suc-

cess without your continued support. This year the kids were sent home with a bag full of different 

activity, sticker and coloring pages. The mentors and kids had an opportunity to tell the Christmas 

story using these different activities. The time went fast. One of the mentors shared with me that his 

student was not so excited when he got there but once he got going into the activities he had a 

great time. For some of these kids it is there only exposure to Christ and a church building. 

Looking forward to 2019. We will be mentoring 20 students at Hamilton Elementary and 5 students 

at the Hamilton Middle School. This also could not happen without your continued support both 

financially and with your prayers.  I feel your prayers and the mentors do as well.  

KIDS HOPE USA is only successful because we have mentors who volunteer an hour a week to 

spend with a student. For some of these kids it is the best hour of the week. One student told his 

mentor he did not want to have a snow day again on mentoring day. Sorry buddy but that is out of 

our control. 

I have paperwork on two lower elementary students. I need two more mentors. I need a mentor for 

a kindergarten girl and a 3rd grade boy. Please prayerfully consider giving one hour per week. 

Questions or concerns, please contact Bev Ende @ 616-886-0063 or bendkidshope@gmail.com. 

Update from Bev Ende 

Community Outreach 

Haven’s Food Drive 

Is gearing up for another exciting successful 

season. Watch the bulletin, announcements and 

your emails  for more information. If you wish to 

be added to the volunteer email list please send 

a request via email to ha-

ven@havenchurch.com.  

Haven’s Team 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. John Ornee………..

………..jfornee@hotmail.com 

Calling Pastor 

Rev. Ronald VerWys……..……......rverys1@gmail.com 

Commissioned Pastor/ Community Outreach 

Pastor Phil Knoll ……………….phil@havenchurch.com 

Youth Ministry/Youth Church 

Scott Davis……………….…...scott@havenchurch.com 

Facilities Coordinators 

Tom Bos………………...…..……... tjbos@frontier.com 

Sheryl Veldhoff 

Financial Assistant/Office 

Gloria Ruggles……….…... finance@havenchurch.com 

Office………………………....haven@havenchurch.com 

Sound 

Jim Williams (point Person 

Media/Visual 

55+ Breakfast  

 Feb. 5 & March 5 

Hamilton Release time 

Feb. 1 &  March 8 

Haven Reformed Church to know, to grow, and to show Jesus Christ to others. 

Love Inc 

Thursday evenings 

Ladies Bible Studies 

Monday’s at 12:00pm 

Tuesday’s at 9:30am 


