
From the desk of Rev. John… 

ALL THINGS NEW ! 

Jesus says in Revelation 21:5, “Behold I make all things new”.  When you think of Haven 

Church being brand new do you tend to think about the past when Haven was first established 

and everything was new or are you thinking of what Haven Church is becoming and the new 

thing that God is doing now and into the future?  Clearly in the book 

of Revelation Jesus was speaking about what he was going to do.  

The life of Faith is always lived in the present and into the future.  The 

past is significant because it is a record of what God has done but it is 

never envisioned as a destination.  We can never go back in time on-

ly forward.  It’s exciting to remember and appreciate and even cele-

brate what God has done.  But I think it’s even more exciting to antici-

pate and participate in what God is doing in the here and now and to join Him in what He in-

tends to do in the future. 

Clearly, God is not finished with Haven Church.  She continues to exist for His honor and His 

glory.  You and I continue to exist for His honor and His glory.  What is it that God wants to do in 

and through your life to bring glory and honor to Himself? Think about the possibilities.  Think 

about the impossibilities. What is it that God may want to do in and through your life?  Does it 

excite you?  Does it frighten you?  Do you think there’s not much that God wants to do with you? 

You may be surprised.  God continually uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things. 

Paul says in II Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is in Christ they are a new creation. The old has 
passed away, behold, the new has come”.  Think of yourself as brand new!  What might God 
want to do with your life? 
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From the desk of Pastor Ron... 

BACK TO SCHOOL… 

 As you may be reading this, someone from your family or extended family may be get-
ting ready to go “back to school” again.  I can hear those groans from you kids, or maybe 
from some of you college students, too!  Well, I can empathize as I have been getting 
ready to go “back to school” again myself.  I’ve been busy doing my “home work” as I 
have been studying the books of 1-2 Samuel and then writing the “lesson plans” that I will 
be using as I teach national pastors over in China the last week of August and also the third week of October.    
Normally I at least have a study guide or workbook curriculum that has been printed up by our curriculum writers 
at Leadership Resources International.  But we have not written anything like that for these two books yet.  SO, 
that means that my text- book is the Bible and I have to work on writing the lessons on my own.  I have been im-
mersed in my studies the last few months.  But I must tell you, I’ve been richly blessed by God’s Word.  I thought I 
“knew” all that there was to learn from these chapters of the Bible, but I was rather instead surprised by how much 
I had not seen in them before.  So in a very real sense, God took me “back to school” and I liked it.  Briefly I would 
want to share with you some of what I have learned:  In these two books, we are introduced to kings Saul and Da-
vid.  Saul may have “seemed” to be the right choice for a king in that he was tall, good- looking, knew how to play 
up to the people, and was a leader-type.  But the problem with Saul was that he grew “full of himself” and arro-
gant.  He did not have a heart for God.  He didn’t do the things that God told him that he should, but rather did 
whatever he felt like.  In the end, God withdrew his Spirit from Saul and he died a sad death.  But then God had 
Samuel anoint a shepherd boy named David to become king.  David was “a man after God’s own heart” and he 
waited patiently for some time before he actually could step up to take Saul’s place.  Although he was being 
chased all over the place by Saul & Absalom, both of whom wanted to kill him, David didn’t retaliate.  He placed 
his whole-hearted faith & trust in God, and praised Him even in the midst of his trials.  Once David did become 
king, he ruled the nation of Israel well, for the most part.  But David was not perfect, and did sin against God at 
times.  However, he knew enough to repent of his sins and ask God’s forgiveness and guidance in his life after-
ward. These books also help the reader see that there was a need for “a perfect king” to come who would save 

His people from their sins and usher in a heavenly kingdom.  We can learn much about 
how not to be from Saul’s example.  But we can also learn how we ought to be more like 
from David.  Our desire should be to be men & women, boys & girls who have a hearts 
like God’s heart, and who live to serve & glorify Him everyday of our lives.  And when we 
might fail or sin, we need to repent like David did (Ps.51) & make a new start again with 
God’s help.  Please pray me as I go “back to school” in China, and I’ll pray for you as you 
go “back to school” here in the area or in your own daily lives.                –Pastor Ron 

A Note from Pastor Phil... 

It is God Who Shows Us 

In VBS 5-Day Clubs we learn hand motions when teaching children about our sin 

and about God’s love for us.  Pointing to our head, month, and hands we say, “Anything 

we think (head), or say (month), or do (hands) that breaks God’s rule is sin.”                           

  I don’t have to be convinced that I am a sinner.  As I grow older, I am more con-

vinced of it every day!  I get tired of the things I think, say, and do that afterwards I wished 

I had not done.  I need to ask God every day for His forgiveness.           

  I am encouraged by God’s Word and by a book I was given called, What the Bible Is 

all about by Dr. Henrietta C. Mears.  The encouragement I get from the Bible is the assur-

ance found in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness.”  The encouragement I get from Henrietta Mears is, “God keeps showing us the sin in 

our lives. On the cross He redeemed us from the penalty of sin once and for all.  But let us know, too, that if we 

confess our sins, He keeps cleansing us from the sins that creep into our lives by our contact with this world.”      

  1 John 1:8 says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”  It is God 

who keeps showing us our sin and it is God who keeps cleansing us.  Even though I get sick and tired of my sin, 

my encouragement today comes from realizing that it is God who is showing us our sin and it is God who is offer-

ing us the solution.       





Contact Us… 

Haven Reformed Church 

P.O Box 1.  

Hamilton. MI 49419 

269.751.7321 

haven@havenchurch.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.havenchurch.com 

Visit in person at       

4691 Oak St. Hamilton 

Like us on Facebook 

@havenreformedchurch 

 

Office Hours:         

Tues-Thurs 9:00am-2:00pm 

Haven Reformed Church to know, to grow, and to show Jesus Christ to others. 

Upcoming Events... 

Recommended Reading 

*David was trans-
formed by Goliath’s 
40-ay challenge. 
*Elijah was trans-
formed when God 
gave him 40 days of 
strength from a single 
meal. *Jesus was 
empowered by 40 
days in the wilder-
ness *You can be 
transformed in 40 
days. 

Ourselves is the key 
to growing into a 
better version of 
ourselves. If we can 
identify the core of 
our struggles while 
simultaneously  
understanding that 
we are truly in con-
trol of conquering 
them then we can 
utterly change our 
trajectory. 

Youth Faith Trip 

Aug. 9-12 

Food Distribution 

Aug. 15 

Youth Church Launch 

Sept. 9 

                               Living the KIDS HOPE DREAM 

 They say it takes a village to raise a child, how about it takes a church to raise a child.  In Janu-

ary 2017 a man answered the call to become a KIDS HOPE USA mentor.  He meets a kindergarten 

boy and the story begins. Mentoring continued into May of 2017 including the year end party where 

the mentor met his child’s family.  This opened the door to the mom wanting to have a cookout with 

the mentor’s family.  After a couple of attempts the picnic happened and a barrier was broken down. 

 The mentor invited his student to VBS.  The mom managed to get him there and another barrier 

was broken down.  The child is now exposed to church.                                                                          

 Fast forward to Fall of 2017.  A child from the mentor’s church meets him at school and asked 

him if he was going to church on Wednesday night. Now the student wants to know why we go to 

church on Wednesday night. We have supper and the kids have Kid Connection. The child wants to 

come. Okay we will ask your mom. Yep it is okay, so now the child is back inside the church. Anoth-

er barrier is broken down.                                                                                                                            

         It takes a church to raise a child! 

Please pray for KIDS HOPE USA Hamilton *Pray for the potential students. *Pray for potential     
mentors. *Pray for Bev Ende, Director as she gears up for the 2018/2019 school year.                     
Questions, comments or concerns about the program, contact Bev Ende, by email                     
bendkidshope@gmail.com (note new address) or by phone 616-886-0063. 

Update from Bev Ende 

Relief Mission Trip 

Aug. 22-29 

Community Outreach 

Backyard Bible Clubs 

She was our energetic teacher for Haven's backyard 5-day Bible 
Clubs that took place the week of August 6 - 10 at Blaine & Amber 
Lugten's "barn" in the morning and Heath Township Ball Park in the 
afternoon.   

A big thank you to the many volunteers that made these events pos-
sible!  From sign painting to cookie baking. From the kids that went 
door-to-door with invitations to the event volunteers.   

Many community children heard the clear message of God's love through games, songs,     

stories, and memory verses . 

Haven’s Team 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. John Ornee………..………..jfornee@hotmail.com 

Calling Pastor 

Rev. Ronald VerWys……..……......rverys1@gmail.com 

Commissioned Pastor/ Community Outreach 

Pastor Phil Knoll ……………….phil@havenchurch.com 

Youth Ministry/Youth Church 

Scott Davis……………….…...scott@havenchurch.com 

Facilities Coordinators 

Tom Bos………………...…..……... tjbos@frontier.com 

Sheryl Veldhoff 

Financial Assistant/Office 

Gloria Ruggles……….…... finance@havenchurch.com 

Office………………………....haven@havenchurch.com 

Sound 

Jim Williams (point Person 

Media/Visual 

Bill Parsons (point person) 

Back to School 

Aug 22 

Mid-Zone 

Sept//Oct. 

mailto:bendkidshope@gmail.com

