
 P A R E N T ’ S
H O M E P A G E

Tips and Activities for Parents of
Children 18 to 36 Months � Year 2

Jesus Loves Me
“Jesus loves us.”
(See Revelation 1:5.)

This month we will help your child:

• hear words and songs about Jesus’ love;

• feel glad to hear of Jesus’ love and to 
be cared for by loving teachers;

• participate in play activities to 
learn about Jesus’ love.

March
Do these activities with your child to 

continue the learning your child has 
experienced at church.

Little Activities for 
Little People

Toddlers
• Give your child a scarf or tie to wave in the air
as you play a lively song on a CD. (If the scarf is
too long, tie a knot in the middle.) Wave a scarf
or tie, too. Comment, We’re having fun play-
ing. Jesus loves you when you play. Jesus
loves you all the time!

• When your child has difficulty fitting pieces into
a puzzle, or fitting a shape into a shape-sorter,
give some assistance without robbing your child
of the accomplishment of putting the piece in by
him- or herself. You may point to the place where
the piece goes, asking, Do you think it goes
here? You may also substitute an easier piece for
your child to try. When your child puts a piece in
the correct place, praise his or her effort. Jessie,
you put the fire engine piece into the puzzle.
Good for you! Your encouragement will build
your child’s confidence that he or she can succeed.

Tell It!

Jesus Loved Zacchaeus
Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus.

But Zacchaeus was little.
Zacchaeus couldn’t see over the taller people.

So he climbed up into a tree!
Now he could see Jesus.

Jesus saw Zacchaeus, too.
Jesus loved Zacchaeus.

And Jesus loves you!
(See Luke 19:1-6.)

Do It!

Day and Night
When the sun is in the sky,

Jesus loves me.
When the stars are way up high,

Jesus loves me.
In the day and in the night,

While I play and then sleep tight,
Jesus loves me.

Say and do this finger play with your child.
Use the child’s name instead of “I” and “me.”Take
your child outside on a sunny day and again on
a starry evening and do this finger play each
time. Do this finger play with your child at nap
time or bedtime or when he or she is having fun
playing.

Sing It!

Yes, Jesus Loves You
(Tune: Refrain to “Jesus Loves Me”)

Yes, Jesus loves you.
Yes, Jesus loves you.
Yes, Jesus loves you!
The Bible tells us so.
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Show your child a Bible. Say, This book is
called the Bible. The Bible tells us that Jesus
loves us. Jesus loves you. Then sing the song
with your child. Use your child’s name instead of
“you.”This song can be sung as part of a bed-
time ritual. Finish each song by reminding your
child of your love for him or her.

Question & Answer

Q: How can I best prepare my 
baby-sitter to care for my child?

A: Be sure to provide your baby-sitter with some
basic guidelines.

• Start with what you plan to pay. Talk to other
parents to see what is normally paid. Be sure the
baby-sitter knows what you will pay before he
or she agrees to work for you.

• Demonstrate and explain basic care routines
which are familiar for your child such as feeding,
changing diapers, preparing for bed. If your sit-
ter is new, schedule an hour or two when he or
she can practice while you are there. Pay the sit-
ter for the time, as well!

• Provide materials your sitter can use in playing
with your child. Describe some of your child’s
favorite activities.

• Provide written guidelines, including the
schedule you want followed, rules of impor-
tance to you and information of what to do in
case of a problem. Provide phone numbers
where you can be reached; also numbers of a
responsible adult as well as police and fire
departments.

• Indicate the time you will return. Then return
on time.

Q: How can I best prepare my 
child for the baby-sitter? 

A: If your child has never been cared for by this
sitter, inviting the sitter over for some paid “prac-
tice time” will not only benefit the sitter and sat-
isfy your mind but will also help your baby build
familiarity with the sitter. when the sitter is a
familiar person, your child will likely adjust bet-
ter when the care time comes. 

Before a sitter arrives, talk with your child about
the sitter’s arrival. Tell your child where you will
be going and that you will be coming back.
Even if your child is too young to respond to
your words, he or she will be comforted by the
attention and the tone of your voice. 

A child will also benefit by your establishing 
a “good-bye” routine for every parting, even
before you have selected a sitter. Using the
same words, songs or poems along with hugs
and kisses every time you part from your child
will help him or her make sense of what’s com-
ing next, helping the child remain calm.  

Sand Play
• Sandboxes aren’t just for the summer. Children
love to pour and manipulate all kinds of materi-
als. Make a small indoor sandbox using a small
plastic tub or baby bath. Supply strainers, fun-
nels, plastic containers and shovels. Instead of
sand you may want to use puffed rice or other
cereal so your child can safely eat the “sand.”

• Say, You are playing with the sand. We can
pour the sand together. I like to play in the
sand with you! Continue playing with sand as
long as your child shows interest.

March Parent’s Home Page 

“Give a little love to a child, and 
you get a great deal back.”

John Ruskin
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