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Prioritizing Preaching Sermon Series 
2 Timothy 4:1-8 Preach the Word! 
Sermon Outline 
Mark Lashey, Lead Pastor  
 
 
PREACH THE WORD! 

• The sacred responsibility of preaching 
• The sad reality for many people 
• The sure reward for perseverance 

 
 
 
The sacred responsibility of preaching the word vs. 1-2 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 
 
 
 
The sad reality for many people in our world. vs. 3-4 
  
 
 
 
 
The sure reward for persevering in your work. vs. 5-8  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commentary Notes for 2 Timothy 4:1-8 
Mark Lashey, Lead Pastor 
 
 
2 Timothy 4:1-8  

• In this section Paul continued an appeal for doctrinal soundness that 
began in 2:14. He underscored Timothy’s special role in thwarting 
the advance of heresy in Ephesus. The intensity of Paul’s feeling is 
evident from the use of nine imperatives in this section. Five of these 
appear with machine-gun precision in v. 2, and four others are in v. 
5.1 

• Timothy in 30s 
 
1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by 
his appearing and his kingdom:  

 
1 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
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• I CHARGE YOU - The solemn language resembles Paul’s statements in 1 Tim 5:21; 6:13. The fact that all believers including 
Timothy will give an account at Christ’s coming (see 2 Cor 5:10) prepared Timothy to shoulder the demanding duties of 
ministry in Ephesus. Because Paul viewed his departure from the scene as near, he passed the baton of the office into the hands 
of his younger colleague.2 

o This mode of speech had been suggested by the Hebrew Scriptures, especially in the LXX Version (Deut. 4:26), where 
Moses calls heaven and earth to witness: Διαμαρτύρομαι ὑμῖν σήμερον τὸν τέ οὐρανὸν καὶ τὴν γῆν. See also Deut. 
30:19; 31:28, where this phrase introduces solemn appeals to the elements as God’s witnesses of His dealings with 
His people, and as remembrances of their duties to Him;”3 

• THE LIVING AND THE DEAD - The “living” are those who will be alive at the time of Christ’s return, and the “dead” are 
those who will experience a resurrection to a personal meeting with the Lord (1 Thess 4:16–18).4 

o The phrase “the living and the dead” was frequently used among Christians to describe the future judgment (e.g., Acts 
10:42; 1 Pet 4:5). The terms referred to those who were physically alive or dead. The statement emphasized that no 
one would escape divine judgment. The dead would be raised for judgment, and the living would also face the divine 
tribunal. 

• Both believers and unbelievers will be included among the living and the dead. The judgment of unbelievers will involve a 
determination of eternal destiny (see Rev 20:11–15). The judgment of believers will not determine eternal destiny but will 
concern itself with an evaluation of works for the purpose of recognition or reward (see 1 Cor 3:1–15; 2 Cor 5:9–10).5 

o Matthew 25:14-30 Parable of the Talents 
o Matthew 24:36-51 No One knows That Day and Hour 

• APPEARING and HIS KINGDOM – the return of Christ and the eternal kingdom he will establish at that time.6 
o The term “appearing” (epiphaneia) is used in 1:10 in reference to the incarnation, but in 4:8; 1 Tim 6:14; and in Titus 

2:13 it describes Christ’s second coming. There is a sense in which the kingdom of Christ is a present reality (see Col 
1:13), but the emphasis on the judgment of Christ locates the beginning of this “kingdom” at the time of his return.7 

o “by His appearing” Literally this is epiphany. It conveys the idea of “brightness, radiance, splendor, or glory.” It 
may reflect the OT concept of God’s presence in the Shekinah cloud of glory during the wilderness wandering period 
of Israel’s history after the Exodus. This is the characteristic word in the Pastoral Letters for the Second Coming (cf. 
1 Tim. 6:14; 2 Tim. 1:10; 4:1, 8; Titus 2:11, 13; 3:4; 2 Thess. 2:8). See Special Topic at Titus 2:13.  Paul admonishes 
Timothy to do certain things in light of the reality of Judgment Day/Resurrection Day. The Second Coming is meant 
to encourage believers in every age, although it will be reality to only one generation. Believers should live each day 
as if it were, or might be, the last!8 

• It would be difficult to see how Paul could have made his charge to Timothy any more weighty (cf. 1 Tim. 5:21; 6:13). He 
adjured Timothy, not only in the name of God and of Christ, but in the light of the coming judgment, Christ’s return 
(epiphaneian, appearing; cf. 1 Tim. 6:14; 2 Tim. 4:8; Titus 2:13), and the establishment of His millennial kingdom.9 

 
2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 
patience and teaching.  

• Five aorist imperatives in this verse set forth commands with 
the crisp forcefulness of a military order. The first command, 
“Preach the Word,” is the basis for all others. The command 
urged Timothy to declare the gospel. That was the word on 
which he had to focus. Every command that follows in this 
verse told Timothy how he should proceed about the task of 
preaching the word. To “preach” does not imply that an 
ordained minister is to stand behind a stately pulpit and 
expound Scripture. It called Timothy to a public heralding 
of the gospel message, whether done in a mass meeting or 
person-to-person. An example of the “Word” Timothy was 
to declare is found in 1 Tim 1:15. The following four 
commands indicate how Timothy’s heralding the truth was 
to be carried out.10 

• PREACH THE WORD –  

 
2 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
3 Lange, John Peter, Philip Schaff, and J. J. van Oosterzee. 2008. A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 1 & 2 Timothy. Translated by E. A. Washburn and E. Harwood. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
4 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
5 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
6 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
7 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
8 Utley, Robert James. 2000. Paul’s Fourth Missionary Journey: I Timothy, Titus, II Timothy. Vol. Volume 9. Study Guide Commentary Series. Marshall, Texas: Bible Lessons International. 
9 Litfin, A. Duane. 1985. “2 Timothy.” In The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, edited by J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, 2:757. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
10 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
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o Peter testified in Acts 10:42 (Jesus) commanded us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by 
God to be the judge of the living and the dead…..and in 1 Peter 4:5-6 …(men) will give account to (Jesus) who is 
ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though 
judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does.  

§ 2 Peter 1:13-21 
o Preach—literally, “proclaim as a herald.” The term for the discourses in the synagogue was daraschoth; the 

corresponding Greek term (implying dialectial style, dialogue, and discussion, Ac 17:2, 18) is applied in Acts to 
discourses in the Christian Church.11 

o The bishops and presbyters had the right and duty to preach, but they sometimes called on deacons, and even laymen, 
to preach. EUSEBIUS [Ecclesiastical History, 6.19]; in this the Church imitated the synagogue (Lu 4:17–22; Ac 13:15, 
16).12 

o Κηρύσσειν signifies a loud and open proclaiming, like that of the κῆρυξ who announces the approach of his king (for 
the contrast, see Isa. 56:10)13 

o Through the course of his two letters to Timothy, Paul had referred often to God’s revelation, his Word. Timothy 
understood that the Word was the same as Paul’s teachings (2 Tim. 2:2), “sound doctrine” (1 Tim. 1:10; 2 Tim. 1:13), 
the “glorious gospel” (1 Tim. 1:11; 2 Tim. 1:11), the “true faith” (1 Tim. 2:7; 4:1; 2 Tim. 1:5), and the “Scriptures” (1 
Tim. 4:13). All pastors are bound by their duties as ministers of the gospel, to herald, or proclaim, the words of God. 
Whether on Sunday mornings or throughout the week, as they teach and instruct, their duty is to pass on what God 
has revealed.14 

o The first thing Timothy must do is give priority to the act of preaching. The word translated ‘preaching’ actually means 
to ‘herald’ or ‘proclaim’. This is the pastor’s most important function, and must not be displaced by his other duties. 
Thomas Watson, the Puritan, once said, ‘God had only one Son, and he made him a preacher’—and this is perfectly 
true. If we study the ministry of Jesus in the Gospels, we shall find that, although he performed many miracles, and 
showed great compassion in healing people’s bodies, the greater part of his ministry was given to preaching. Mark 
begins his Gospel with the words: ‘After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
of God’ (Mark 1:14). And at the end of his ministry Jesus commissioned his followers to ‘Go into all the word and 
preach the good news’ (Mark 16:15).  But equally important as the need to have preaching in today’s church is the 
question: What are we to preach? What should preachers be communicating to the people in their congregations? 
Paul’s answer in his charge to Timothy is clear—he is to ‘preach the Word’. Preaching is not merely a speech or 
address on a religious topic. Neither is it man’s word about God. Rather, it is God’s word to man. The preacher is not 
in the pulpit to ventilate his own ideas and opinions on the human condition and world affairs, but to expound the 
Scriptures.15 

• BE READY - be instant—that is, urgent, earnest, in the whole work of the ministry.16 
o ‘have a sense of urgency, ‘be insistent’, be earnest’.17 
o Be instant (ἐπίστηθι). The force of the exhortation must be found, not in the verb itself taken alone, but by coupling 

εὐκαίρως ἀκαίρως closely with it. Be at your work, attend to it always, in and out of season; let nothing stop you; be 
always ready, always at hand.18 

• IN SEASON AND OUT OF SEASON – not merely when convenient, but when inconvenient to thee, night as well as day (Ac 
20:31), in danger as well as in safety, in prison and when doomed to death as well as when at large, not only in church, but 
everywhere and on all occasions, whenever and wherever the Lord’s work requires it.19 

o “press it home on all occasions, convenient or inconvenient,” NEB). The command implies that each Christian leader 
must always be on duty and take advantage of every opportunity for service. Paul urged Timothy to stand by his 
message. The reference is probably to all of the varied tasks of ministry and not merely to the work of preaching. The 
phrase “in season and out of season” may point either to Timothy or to his listeners. If the former is true, then Paul 
was saying that Timothy should stay with the task whether or not he felt like it (see 2 Tim 1:6–7). If the latter is true, 
Paul urged Timothy to declare the truth whether or not his hearers found it a convenient time to listen. In light of 
Paul’s words in vv. 3–4, the latter reference is probably what Paul intended. We should not apply the command so as 
to violate Jesus’ warning in Matt 7:6, but we should realize that the occasion is always “seasonable” for proclaiming 
the gospel.20 

o at all seasons; whether they regard your speaking as seasonable or unseasonable. “Just as the fountains, though none 
may draw from them, still flow on; and the rivers, though none drink of them, still run; so must we do all on our part 
in speaking, though none give heed to us” [CHRYSOSTOM, Homily, 30, vol. 5., p. 221].21 

 
11 Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. 1997. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible. Vol. 2. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
12 Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. 1997. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible. Vol. 2. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
13 Lange, John Peter, Philip Schaff, and J. J. van Oosterzee. 2008. A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 1 & 2 Timothy. Translated by E. A. Washburn and E. Harwood. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
14 Larson, Knute. 2000. I & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus, Philemon. Vol. 9. Holman New Testament Commentary. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
15 Williams, Peter. 2007. Opening up 2 Timothy. Opening Up Commentary. Leominster: Day One Publications. 
16 Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. 1997. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible. Vol. 2. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
17 Williams, Peter. 2007. Opening up 2 Timothy. Opening Up Commentary. Leominster: Day One Publications. 
18 Spence-Jones, H. D. M., ed. 1909. 2 Timothy. The Pulpit Commentary. London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company. 
19 Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. 1997. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible. Vol. 2. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
20 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
21 Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. 1997. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible. Vol. 2. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
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o Richard Baxter, the Puritan preacher, once said, ‘I preached as never sure to preach again; as a dying man to dying 
men.’ That is urgency! He meant that in the light of eternity, time is short, and the message of God’s salvation is a 
matter of life and death which people must hear. He was echoing the words of Jesus: ‘As long as it is day, we must do 
the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work’ (John 9:4).22v 

• To make the correction and rebuke profitable, it must be accompanied by sound, reasonable teaching.23 
• REPROVE - Reprove, ἔλεγξον; convince, set right, blame, not only what manifests an heretical character, but, in general, 

whatsoever is not according to the word and will of the Lord.24 
o Reprove (ἐλεγξον [elegxon]). First aorist active imperative of ἐλεγχω [elegchō]. “Bring to proof.” Eph. 5:11.25 
o Reprove (ἒλεγξον): see ch. 3:16, note (comp. Matt. 18:15; Eph. 5:11; 1 Tim. 5:20), Generally with the idea of bringing 

the fault home to the offender.26  
• REBUKE - Rebuke, ἐπιτίμησον; somewhat stronger than the foregoing—blame, with expression of repugnance (comp. Jude 

9).27 
o Rebuke (ἐπιτιμησον [epitimēson]). First aorist active imperative of ἐπιτιμαω [epitimaō], to give honour (or blame) to, 

to chide. Common in the Gospels (Luke 17:3).28  
o Rebuke (ἐπιτίμησον); a stronger word than ἒλεγξον, implying more of authority and less of argument (Matt. 8:26; 

17:18; Luke 19:39; Jude 9, etc.29 
• EXHORT - Exhort, παρακάλεσον; speak to, so, however, that it be neither impatiently vehement, nor without proper insight, 

but rather ἐν πάση μακροθυμίᾳ, καὶ διδαχῇ, no hendiadys, but a reference to the frame of mind and form in which the 
admonition should be given. It must be imparted with the greatest 
gentleness, and at the same time so directed that it shall actually 
communicate instruction.30 

o Exhort (παρακαλεσον [parakaleson]). First aorist 
active imperative of παρακαλεω [parakaleō], common 
Pauline word.31 

o Exhort (παραλαίλεσον). Sometimes the sense of 
“exhort,” and sometimes that of “comfort,” 
predominates (see 1 Tim. 2:1; 6:2, etc.). Every way of 
strengthening and establishing souls in the fear and love 
of God is to be tried, and that with all long-suffering and 
teaching.32 

• The content of Paul’s charge represents the central thrust of every minister’s task: Timothy was to preach the Word. All the 
weight of verse 1 bears on this entreaty. Paul could hardly have emphasized the matter more strongly. Because the Word is 
inspired and profitable for all aspects of the ministry, proclaiming that Word was to be Timothy’s business in season and out 
of season, that is, he was to stand by this duty whether the opportunity seemed ripe or not. Those in error he was to correct 
(cf. 2:25); those who were sinning he was to rebuke (1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 3:16; Titus 1:13; 2:15); those who were doing well 
he was to encourage. These are the facets of public ministry: proclamation, correction, rebuke, and encouragement—all of 
which must be done with great patience and careful instruction.33 

 
3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,  

• TIME IS COMING - Paul gave a stern charge to Timothy in declaring the truth because even professing Christendom would 
increase its appetite for error rather than for truth. Only sturdy pastors can put up with such unstable congregations. Paul 
foresaw future times that would be even less favorable spiritually than his own, but the germ of stubborn resistance to the truth 
was present in his day (2 Tim 3:6–8). The future difficulties would build upon the foundation of present opposition to the 
gospel.34 

• WILL NOT ENDURE - Will not endure (οὐκ ἀνεξονται [ouk anexontai]). Future middle (direct) of ἀνεχω [anechō]. “Will 
not hold themselves back from” (Col. 3:13)35 

 
22 Williams, Peter. 2007. Opening up 2 Timothy. Opening Up Commentary. Leominster: Day One Publications. 
23 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
24 Lange, John Peter, Philip Schaff, and J. J. van Oosterzee. 2008. A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 1 & 2 Timothy. Translated by E. A. Washburn and E. Harwood. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
25 Robertson, A.T. 1933. Word Pictures in the New Testament. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press. 
26 Spence-Jones, H. D. M., ed. 1909. 2 Timothy. The Pulpit Commentary. London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company. 
27 Lange, John Peter, Philip Schaff, and J. J. van Oosterzee. 2008. A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 1 & 2 Timothy. Translated by E. A. Washburn and E. Harwood. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
28 Robertson, A.T. 1933. Word Pictures in the New Testament. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press. 
29 Spence-Jones, H. D. M., ed. 1909. 2 Timothy. The Pulpit Commentary. London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company. 
30 Lange, John Peter, Philip Schaff, and J. J. van Oosterzee. 2008. A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 1 & 2 Timothy. Translated by E. A. Washburn and E. Harwood. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
31 Robertson, A.T. 1933. Word Pictures in the New Testament. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press. 
32 Spence-Jones, H. D. M., ed. 1909. 2 Timothy. The Pulpit Commentary. London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company. 
33 Litfin, A. Duane. 1985. “2 Timothy.” In The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, edited by J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, 2:757–58. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
34 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
35 Robertson, A.T. 1933. Word Pictures in the New Testament. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press. 
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• SOUND TEACHING - sound doctrine—Greek, “the sound (see on 1 Ti 1:10) doctrine (didascalias)” or “teaching,” namely, 
of the Gospel. Presently follows the concrete, “teachers.”36 

o Sound doctrine (τῆς ὑγιαινούσης διδασκαλίας). Or healthful teaching. The A. V. overlooks the article which is 
important, The teaching plays a prominent part in these Epistles, and signifies more than teaching in general. See on 
1 Tim. 1:10.37 

• ITCHING EARS – an idiom, literally ‘to itch with respect to hearing’) to have one’s ears tickled by what is heard—‘to have 
itching ears, to desire to hear what one wants to hear, to be desirous of hearing.’38 

o Isaiah 30:9-11 For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of the LORD; 
10 who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth 
things, prophesy illusions, 11 leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of 
Israel.” 

o Clement of Alexandria tells of speakers tickling (κνηθοντες [knēthontes]) the ears of those who want to be tickled. 
This is the temptation of the merely “popular” preacher, to furnish the latest tickle.39 

• We find a striking parallel to the description of these men in the portraiture of the contemporaries of Ezekiel (Ezek. 33:30–
33).40 We find a striking parallel to the description of these men in the portraiture of the contemporaries of Ezekiel (Ezek. 
33:30–33).41 

• The reason Paul’s charge to Timothy is so solemn is that the time will come—and no doubt was already partially present, in 
the apostle’s opinion—when men will not put up with sound (lit., “healthy”; cf. 1 Tim. 1:10; 6:3; 2 Tim. 1:13; Titus 1:9, 13; 
2:8) doctrine. Instead … they would seek out (lit. “heap up”) teachers, of whom many are always available, who would tell 
them what they wanted to hear rather than face them with the truth (cf. Rom. 1:18–32). Such teachers merely “tickle the ear” 
so that they turn people away from the truth on the one hand and toward myths (mythous; cf. 1 Tim. 1:4) on the other. Paul’s 
main focus in this passage was on the inclinations of the audience rather than, as was more his custom (but cf. 2 Tim. 3:6–7), 
the evil intent of the false teachers. For error to flourish both sides of the transaction must cooperate. This is the sixth time Paul 
used “truth” in this epistle (cf. 2:15, 18, 25; 3:7–8). (He referred to truth five times in 1 Tim. [2:4, 7; 3:15; 4:3; 6:5] and twice 
in Titus [1:1, 14].) Obviously he was concerned about the dangers of heresies diverting people from God’s truth.42 

 
4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.  

• TURN AWAY - The verb translated “turn aside” is a strong term used medically to describe wrenching a limb out of joint.43 
• WANDER OFF INTO MYTHS - Because they looked for someone to soothe the itch rather than to satisfy the thirst, they 

would leave the truth without an awareness of their desertion. Many who have turned from a commitment to the gospel in our 
time fall within the description of these words. This verse represents Paul’s last reference in 2 Timothy to the false teachers.44 

 
5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

• SOBER-MINDED - a figurative extension of meaning of νήφω ‘to be sober,’ in the sense of not being drunk, probably not 
occurring in the NT) to behave with restraint and moderation, thus not permitting excess—‘to be self- controlled, to be 
restrained, to be moderate in one’s behavior, to be sober.45 

o The Greek present tense underscores the need for continuous alertness. While other people were racing off in an empty 
quest for trendy religious innovations, Timothy was to be composed and self-possessed. The alertness Timothy was 
to practice was not merely a calmness of spirit but an ability to be watchful and cautious with reference to the false 
teaching around him.46 

• EVANGELIST - Though the term εὐαγγελιστής indicates only an individual who ‘announces the gospel,’ early usage would 
suggest that this was often a person who went from place to place announcing the good news.47 

o evangelist—a missionary bishop preacher, and teacher.48 
o “The work of an evangelist” involved spreading the gospel. This was a function of Timothy’s work as a pastor and 

not a special office. The noun “evangelist” appears also in Acts 21:8 and Eph 4:11. The term does not establish itself 

 
36 Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. 1997. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible. Vol. 2. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
37 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. 1887. Word Studies in the New Testament. Vol. 4. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
38 Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene Albert Nida. 1996. In Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., 1:289. New York: United Bible 
Societies. 
39 Robertson, A.T. 1933. Word Pictures in the New Testament. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press. 
40 Lange, John Peter, Philip Schaff, and J. J. van Oosterzee. 2008. A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 1 & 2 Timothy. Translated by E. A. Washburn and E. Harwood. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
41 Lange, John Peter, Philip Schaff, and J. J. van Oosterzee. 2008. A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 1 & 2 Timothy. Translated by E. A. Washburn and E. Harwood. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
42 Litfin, A. Duane. 1985. “2 Timothy.” In The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, edited by J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, 2:758. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
43 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
44 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
45 Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene Albert Nida. 1996. In Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., 1:751. New York: United Bible 
Societies. 
46 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
47 Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene Albert Nida. 1996. In Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., 1:541. New York: United Bible 
Societies. 
48 Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. 1997. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible. Vol. 2. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
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in reference to a special class of church officers because “it was so evidently the duty of every Christian to ‘spread the 
Gospel’ that the existence of a special class of ‘evangelists’ would have seemed otiose.”49  

o Although it is true that some Christians have the gift of evangelism more obviously than others, that fact must not 
discourage active sharing of the gospel by all believers. The Great Commission (Matt 28:19–20) and the example of 
the Book of Acts make clear that witnessing is not simply a responsibility for ordained leaders but for all believers.50 

• FULFILL - to fully accomplish one’s task—‘to perform one’s complete duty, to finish fully one’s task, to accomplish 
satisfactorily.’51 

o make full proof of—fulfil in all its requirements, leaving nothing undone (Ac 12:25; Ro 15:19; Col 4:17).52 
o The phrase is metaphorical, but it is uncertain whether the metaphor is that of a ship borne along by full sails, or of 

full measure given. If the former is the metaphor, then the derived meaning, when applied to persons, is that of full 
persuasion, entire and implicit faith, which carries men forward in a bold and unwavering course; or, when applied to 
things, that of being undoubtedly believed. But if the metaphor is taken from “bringing full measure,” then the sense 
in the passive voice when applied to persons will be “to be fully satisfied,” i.e. to have full assurance, and, when 
applied to things, “to be fully believed” (Liddell and Scott). Applying the last metaphor to the passage before us, the 
sense will be “discharge thy ministry to the full” Let there be no stint of ministerial labour, but carry it out in its 
completeness, and to the end.53 

• MINISTRY - the role or position of serving—‘ministry, task.’54 
o The Greek word for “ministry” refers to “service for the Lord,” a general reference to all kinds of work in the name 

of Christ and for the help of believers.55 
• Christians must not take their cues for living or thinking from the attitudes of society—religious or otherwise. Instead, God’s 

Word must be central to the life of every believer; it must dictate all yearnings and actions, thoughts and dreams.56 
• The phrase is metaphorical, but it is uncertain whether the metaphor is that of a ship borne along by full sails, or of full measure 

given. If the former is the metaphor, then the derived meaning, when applied to persons, is that of full persuasion, entire and 
implicit faith, which carries men forward in a bold and unwavering course; or, when applied to things, that of being undoubtedly 
believed. But if the metaphor is taken from “bringing full measure,” then the sense in the passive voice when applied to persons 
will be “to be fully satisfied,” i.e. to have full assurance, and, when applied to things, “to be fully believed” (Liddell and Scott). 
Applying the last metaphor to the passage before us, the sense will be “discharge thy ministry to the full” Let there be no stint 
of ministerial labour, but carry it out in its completeness, and to the end.57 

• Again Paul used the strong contrast But you … (cf. 3:10, 14). Timothy must remain cool-headed in the face of difficulties. He 
must be ready to endure hardship (cf. 2:3) as the pressure mounted. He must do the work of an evangelist, proclaiming the 
gospel at every opportunity. (There is no reason to assume, as some suggest, that Timothy was without the gift of evangelism). 
In every way, Paul wrote, fulfill your ministry (diakonian, the word for voluntary “service” from which comes “deacon”).58 

• “Make full proof of thy ministry” means “fulfill whatever God wants you to do.” Timothy’s ministry would not be exactly like 
Paul’s, but it would be important to the cause of Christ. No God-directed ministry is small or unimportant. In this final chapter, 
Paul named some co-laborers about whom we know nothing; yet they too had a ministry to fulfill.59 
 

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  
• FOR I - Paul linked this verse with the preceding verse by use of an emphatic “I” (egō), which the NEB renders “as for me.” 

He also used an explanatory “for” to introduce the verse. Paul was saying to Timothy in vv. 5–6, “As for you, keep your head 
… because as for me I am going to depart”60 

• POURED OUT AS A DRINK OFFERING - to pour out an offering as an act of worship or ritual observance—‘to pour a 
libation, to pour out an offering.’61 

• DEPARTURE - to depart from life, as a euphemistic expression for death—‘to leave this life, to die, death, departure.’62 
o “departure” or death with a verb that pictures the departure of a ship by lifting its anchor or the breaking up of camp 

by a group of soldiers. Both the ship and the soldiers were going home, and the idea of going home was an accepted 
euphemism for death. Paul used the verbal form of the noun “departure” in Phil 1:23 (“depart”) to picture the 

 
49 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
50 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
51 Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene Albert Nida. 1996. In Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., 1:657. New York: United Bible 
Societies. 
52 Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. 1997. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible. Vol. 2. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
53 Spence-Jones, H. D. M., ed. 1909. 2 Timothy. The Pulpit Commentary. London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company. 
54 Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene Albert Nida. 1996. In Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., 1:460. New York: United Bible 
Societies. 
55 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
56 Larson, Knute. 2000. I & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus, Philemon. Vol. 9. Holman New Testament Commentary. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
57 Spence-Jones, H. D. M., ed. 1909. 2 Timothy. The Pulpit Commentary. London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company. 
58 Litfin, A. Duane. 1985. “2 Timothy.” In The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, edited by J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, 2:758. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
59 Wiersbe, Warren W. 1996. The Bible Exposition Commentary. Vol. 2. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
60 Lea, Thomas D., and Hayne P. Griffin. 1992. 1, 2 Timothy, Titus. Vol. 34. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
61 Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene Albert Nida. 1996. In Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., 1:534. New York: United Bible 
Societies. 
62 Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene Albert Nida. 1996. In Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., 1:263. New York: United Bible 
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possibility of his death. By faith Paul gave a marvelous appraisal of the grim prospects of his death. Timothy may 
have read the story of this buoyant faith through a covering of tears.63 

o This is the last letter Paul wrote before being beheaded, between A.D. 56–58 (according to early church tradition).64 
• What had overshadowed the entire epistle is now stated explicitly: Paul was about to die. The apostle’s strong charge in the 

previous verses takes on added weight with this reminder. The “But you” of verse 5 must therefore be seen in contrast not only 
with the false teachers of verses 3–4 but also with the For I of verse 6. Paul viewed his death now as certain; he was already 
being poured out like a drink offering (cf. Phil. 2:17). This refers to the libation connected with the daily offerings of the 
lambs (cf. Num. 28:4–7). Paul knew, sitting in a Roman jail, that there would be no release. The time had come for his 
departure (analyseōs, a traveler’s term commonly used as a euphemism for death).65 
 

7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  
• Paul was not boasting of his accomplishments but was reflecting on his life course with a statement of confidence. He was 

describing what the grace of God had produced in him.66 
• Paul found three metaphors to reflect the struggles of his ministry, not merely the difficulties of his life. His use of three Greek 

perfect tenses suggests that something was completed with consequences that still abide. The fight and the race were over, but 
the victory still abides. Paul had kept the faith, and it remains unshaken.67 

• FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT - “I have striven the good strife”; the Greek is not restricted to a fight, but includes any 
competitive contest, for example, that of the racecourse (1 Ti 6:12 [ALFORD]; 1 Co 9:24, &c. Heb 12:1, 2).68 

• FINISHED THE RACE - To “have finished the race” involves a foot race as a metaphor. Paul was not commending himself 
for having “run the full distance” (GNB) but was stating that he had followed the course laid out by his Lord. For a similar 
metaphor see Paul’s expression in Acts 20:24.69 

o Jesus gave a similar sentiment in John 17:4: “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me 
to do.”70 

• KEPT THE FAITH - To keep the “faith” may have involved either maintaining the sound doctrine of Christianity intact or 
keeping a loyalty to the trust the Father had given him.71 

o I have kept the faith, τὴν πίστιν τετηρήκα; namely, the faith in Christ, in spite of all temptation to unfaithfulness72 
• Looking back over his life, the apostle offered a remarkable description few could honestly echo. He had fought the good fight 

(cf. 1 Tim. 6:12) finished the race (cf. Acts 20:24), and kept the faith (cf. 1 Tim. 6:20). The first two are common Pauline 
athletic images (cf. 1 Cor. 9:24–27), while the third draws again on the image of faithfulness in one’s stewardship of Christian 
truth (cf. 2 Tim. 1:14).73 

 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

• CROWN - a prize or reward given as the result of 
outstanding performance—‘prize, reward.’74 

o The victory Paul received as a 
consequence of his accomplishments in 
the good fight is described as a “crown of 
righteousness.” The crown was a reward 
given to a victorious athlete for prowess in 
a contest (see 1 Cor 9:25). It was usually a 
perishable wreath woven from ivy, leaves, 
or flowers.75 

• AWARD (give) - Greek, “shall award” in righteous 
requital as “Judge” (Ac 17:31; 2 Co 5:10; 2 Th 1:6, 
7).76 
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• Jesus Christ, the rewarder—the righteous judge—clearly a contrast with the unrighteous, worldly judge, by whose sentence 
he was about now to be put to death77 

• LOVED (LONGED) HIS APPEARING - The perfect tense for the Greek participle “have longed” suggests that those in 
mind had loved Jesus’ appearing in the past and continued to do so up until the moment of reward. To long for Christ’s 
“appearing” is not a demand for constant discussions of eschatology but a requirement that believers would perform the life-
style of Titus 2:12–13. The behavior Paul sought in Timothy formed a distinct contrast with the behavior exhibited by Demas 
in 4:10. Paul also wanted to avoid any appearance of special claim for himself while offering encouragement to Timothy.78 

o them that love—Greek, “have loved, and do love”; habitual love and desire for Christ’s appearing, which 
presupposes faith (compare Heb 9:28). Compare the sad contrast, 2 Ti 4:10, “having loved this present world.”79 

• The knowledge that God rewards and recognizes faithful Christian service is an incentive to godly living. A confidence in 
God’s bestowal of rewards is encouraged by a knowledge of his faithfulness. God is faithful to believers; he will not ignore 
their works; he will justly evaluate all of them. This knowledge is a prod to devoted obedience to God. An expectation of 
reward is also a recognition of God’s grace. Those who anticipate reward will not be able to boast, “Look at my 
accomplishments.” They should be able to offer praise to God by saying, “Thank you, Lord, for what you have produced in 
me.” The very expectation of reward is an acknowledgment of God’s grace.80 

• Though an individual receives the righteousness of Christ when he trusts in him as Savior, this righteousness is not fully 
realized until the day of his appearing. Legally, before the holy God, we are righteous. Practically, we await Christ’s return 
when we will experience the reward of his total righteousness.81 

• As a result of his faithfulness to duty Paul had no fear of facing the Lord, the righteous Judge, but only anticipation of 
reward in the form of a crown (stephanos, the laurel wreath of the athletic games) of righteousness which was already 
waiting in store for him. “Crown of righteousness” can mean either that righteousness itself is the crown or reward, or that 
this crown is the reward for righteousness (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16). In favor of the first view is the fact that James 1:12 and 
Revelation 2:10 seem to say that the “crown of life” means that life is the crown, not that a crown is given because one has 
life. In either case Paul expected to receive his reward on that day (a reference to Christ’s return, not Paul’s death), side by 
side with the rest of the faithful who have longed for His appearing (cf. Phil. 3:20–21; Titus 2:13).82 

• “will award to me on that day” This has an end time (eschatological) orientation (cf. 1:18; 4:1). Apparently Paul believed 
that believers would be with the Lord at death (cf. 2 Cor. 5:8), but the rewards and full fellowship awaited Resurrection Day 
(cf. 1 Thess. 4:13–18).83 
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