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   First, I need to go on record...racism is wrong.  Seems strange that I/we live in a day and 
time when certain “powers that be” have created an environment in which this must be 
stated; otherwise, the default is if one doesn’t say that racism is wrong then he/she IS a 
racist.  So again, what the KKK, white supremacists, skinheads, et al stand for is morally 
reprehensible and unequivocally wrong.  Racism is sin and it is wrong!
   Second, I am told that congregations want to hear from their pastors during such times 
and events as we have experienced in Charlottesville, VA.  The death of Heather Heyer was 
a tragedy.  What transpired and the injuries that resulted were travesties.
   Third, my primary concern is representing Christ and helping to call all of God’s people to 
represent Him well.  Unfortunately, much of what I have seen in the news and from my 
clergy colleagues has been far more political than biblical.
   Four, the gospel (the way of Christ) tends to demand much more of a person than he/she 
is initially aware.  Simple answers and slogans rarely do justice to the Gospel of Justice and 
the Way of Christ.  The Way of Christ is love, and it requires much more of a person than 
society and others express.
   During my devotional and prayer time, the phrase I have heard most clearly and often is 
“Hatred of Hate is NOT Love.”   The KKK, white supremacists, skinheads, et al live by an 
ideology of hate and are thereby enemies of our society, of Christ, and Christianity.  And 
herein lies the rub…”Hatred of Hate is NOT Love.”  Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, 
“You have heard that the law of Moses says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. But 
I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!” (MT 5: 43-44, NLT)  A few 
verses earlier Jesus said, “If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two 
miles.” (MT 5: 41, NLT)  This is what the artist depicts in the provocative picture below.  It is 
also how the Gospel of Love calls us to respond to evil, injustice, racism, and what we have 
witnessed in Charlottesville, VA.  I agree that in the current society and climate it is easier to 
pretend that Love is hating the hatred.  Unfortunately, Jesus seems to be reminding me that 
“Hatred of Hate is NOT Love” and His way is far more demanding than what I see promoted 
in the media and far too often the Church.
  Martin Luther King said it this way, “Darkness cannot
drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot
drive out hate; only love can do that.”
         Pastor Renner                
                                           Picture: “The Second Mile”
                                                     Inspired from Matt. 5: 41

Pastor Ponderings

Church Finances

July Receipts: $26,216
July Disbursements: $26,664

            Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for the October
Newsletter is Friday, September 15
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Last Month Review

The Hearts & Hands for Honduras Mission 
team would like to thank all those that 
helped in the kitchen and those who 

attended the Expo and Breakfast in August.  
All contributions will go to the medical 

mission in February.
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Thank you so much to everyone who 
purchased a necklace or keychain for the Honduras 
Mission Fundraiser.  We raised $230 for the mission!  
We hope you love your new custom Plunder pieces 
and are able to use them to tell others about the 
important work being done in LaCeibita.  Thanks for 
your support!
Jilla & Kari

A sincere “thank you” to all of the women who baked cookies for the Community 
Outreach Committee and school board.  The variety of delicious cookies were served 
to all the employees of Unit District #300 as part of a kick off to a positive school 
year.  Could not have done it without all of your generosity!



Featured Events
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16 Day Trip to Turkey & Greece
Members and friends of First UMC—Sullivan are invited 

to join together for this special trip starting April 27, 
2018.  The trip begins in Istanbul, Turkey and ends in 

Thessalonica two weeks later.
The map shows how the tour will follow a bus trip from 
Istanbul to Ephesus (Western Turkey), then a ship tour 

of three islands (Patmos, Crete, & Santorini) in the 
Aegean Sea and conclude with a bus tour of Athens, 
Corinth, Mycenae, Philippi, & Thessaloniki (Eastern 
Greece).  There will be 20 separate sites, where the 

famous apostles conducted their ministries.
Contact Joe Pound for more information..

217-454-0488 or jjpound2@gmail.com 
 

4-G Starting in September
      Beginning Wed, Sept. 6

Meal at 5:15 p.m.
Children’s Classes 5:50-7:00 p.m.

MOMS Group 5:50-7:00 p.m.
Life Group 5:50 - 7:00 p.m.

       Call Office for information!

Love & Appreciation For Heather!!
Our Family Ministries Director, Heather Clements, will soon 
be getting married and moving to Durham, NC where her 

husband-to-be, Sam, is attending seminary at Duke.

On Sunday, September 10, the Nurture & Pastor/Staff 
Parish Relations Committees are inviting everyone 
to show your appreciation for Heather’s ministry 

between the worship services.  Gifts of love and showering 
Heather with cards are greatly encouraged!!
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Do you know of anyone facing a hard time in his/herr life? 
Maybe they are looking at a difficult health situation, a tough 
change like a break-up or job loss. Maybe they have just lost a 
loved one and are in bereavement, or just feeling down and 
wondering if they still matter. Or, they feel the pressure to be a 
good parent, a patient caretaker or a reliable friend.

 What they need is an arm around their shoulders and a 
sense that they are blessed in all their circumstances, good and 
bad, bright and dark. They need to know that the loving arms of 
God hold them.

 A prayer shawl is a tangible reminder of the feeling of 
protection and comfort of the Holy Spirit. It is made from love, 
yarn, time and prayers. If you know of anyone that can use a 
prayer shawl, please contact Elaine Daniels at 728-7927 or Lucy 
Hilliard at 728- 7565 so that we can get a prayer shawl to you or 
that person in need.

MOMS Groups Are Resuming
One group meets on Wednesdays during the 4-G Program.  
We gather from 5:50 p.m. to 7 p.m. for support and growth!  
All moms are welcome!

One group meets on the Second & Fourth Fridays during the 
school year from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Child care is provided so 
moms are able to strengthen friendships & grow in our faith!
All moms are welcome!

   Merll Conner is leading a Men’s Life Group on 
Tuesdays at 9 a.m.  For more information, please 
contact Merll at 

   Pastor Renner will be leading a Life Group during the 
4-G Program on Wednesdays from 5:50 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
We will be reading  & discussing Dr. David Watson’s 
book Class Meeting.  The Class Meeting was 
Methodism’s primary way of growing in discipleship. 
Watson’s book will assist us in a similar journey of 
spiritual growth  and doing life together!



United Methodist Women
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Don't Miss This Special Sunday in September
      On Sunday, Sept. 17 at both services Pastor Renner will be 
preaching, the UMW will be recognized and officers will be installed. 
During the fellowship time between services, members will present 
information about our different missions and answer any questions 
people might have. This will be an excellent chance to learn about a 
group that has been an active part of Methodism for decades.
     Whether it's collecting items for Cunningham Home or Lessie Bates 
Neighborhood House, preparing a funeral meal, decorating chocolate 
Easter eggs, or enjoying fellowship at their monthly meetings, women 
who participate in United Methodist Women (UMW) share a common 
belief: women play an integral part in the life of Sullivan First United 
Methodist Church.  Hope to see you there!
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember:
September 17: UMW Sunday
September 23: 9am-2pm District Fall Meeting Mahomet
October 7: 9am-3pm IGRC UMW Annual Meeting Sringfield First 
November 4: 9am-2pm District Personal Growth Retreat Rantoul UMC

Second Annual Clean-up Day a Success
 
        A big thank you to all who helped with the 2nd clean-up day. Though we never get done, 
we do make  meaningful progress in our various projects, plus we have great fellowship time. If 
you missed this year, we'll be doing it again next year!

For more information about the UMW, please check out our page on the church website.

http://www.sullivanfirstumc.com/connect/united-methodist-women

http://www.sullivanfirstumc.com/connect/united-methodist-women


September Calendar
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Kids Corner
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The kids at SullivanFirst have a full month of fun and learning as we start a 
new series in children’s church, and kick off our 4G programming on September 6! 

Our Sunday morning children’s church will spend the month of September 
starting new series’ for both the Pre-K and Gradeschool age groups. We are also 
excited to make some changes this month to what things look like upstairs as we 
seek to provide a space where children can come and have their own, personal, 
worship experience. We are eager to see where this change leads us, so be on the 
lookout for more information on what to expect! 

Wednesday night 4G is kicking off September 6 and we want you and all of 
your friends to join us! The meal will be from 5:15-5:50, with classes for children 
ages 3rd-5th grade, as well as nursery, available from 5:50-7p.m. We will kick off 
our 4G this Fall with learning about Prayer. Each week we will discover that we can 
talk to God, that God hears our prayers, and that we can worship God. We look 
forward to spending Wednesday evenings with you and your kids! 

Things to Know

● Children’s church during 9am service; nursery available during 9am and 
10:30am services. 

● If you would like to volunteer to help out with the children’s ministry, please 
get in touch with Heather. There will be a training for all volunteers on Sunday, 
September 3 during the 10:30 a.m. service, so please make plans to attend. 

Have questions or concerns? Contact Heather Clements at 
familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com
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The students at SullivanFirst are spending the month of September diving into 
our new series’ for each group! The junior high students are going through the 
“Shaken” series by Tim Tebow as they look closer into their true identity through all 
that life throws at them. The high school students are doing a series by Francis Chan 
called “Surrender” as we look at what it means to surrender status, sin, and 
ourselves to become who God has called us to be. 

Junio

Things to Know

● If your junior high or high school student is interested in having a mentor, 
please contact our family ministries director for more information! 

● Junior High: 4:15-5:15 p.m. Sunday Evenings
● High School: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday Evenings

Jr High Students
Mark your calendars and be on the 
lookout for more information about 
Ignition Conference 2017 on 
October 27 & 28! 


