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From Cindy’s Desk 

     Norm and I would like to thank our Sullivan church family for the 

cards and gift of appreciation on Appreciation Sunday. It meant so 

much to us! 

     GOD BLESS YOU ALL !!!!!!!! 



CHILD CARE  for Church committee meetings is now being provided . 

Contact Cindy in the office if you would like to have child care, so that 

you will be able attend your scheduled meetings. #217-728-4436 





Sanctuary Update October 23,2022 

The sanctuary update is just about done. There are still the paint touch 

ups that need to be done, a couple new entry way rugs that need purchased, 

and a few odds and ends, but we are close. The paint touch ups will have to 

wait until the rest of the carpeting is laid in the choir room , nursery, and area 

where organ sets. Yes, we have the funding to take care of those three areas. 

Then we will see where we are at financially before we start anything else. 

The exterior like the painting of the railings, the balcony exits door and stairs, 

and the windows will have to wait until spring. The weather has not cooperat-

ed enough for the metal to be painted. Just got cold to fast, so those items will 

be tackled in the late spring or summer. I would also like to get the front doors 

replaced on the church with new, good quality, and more energy efficient 

ones.  There is still more carpet that needs replaced, like the east and west 

stairwells in the historical part of the church, and possible upstairs classrooms, 

but again that will be reevaluated in a couple of months. The basement wall 

on the west side of the church will be repaired, and hopefully the basement 

can be cleaned out soon. I know the list is long.  

We still are accepting donations for the projects that need done and 

will continue to until the projects are completed. This started out as a much-

needed update to our historic sanctuary, but as you can see there are still many 

issues that need to be addressed. I hope that as this work continues our con-

gregation will help support these projects so our historic church campus can 

stay in tip top working order so we can continue to serve not only our mem-

bers, but our community too.  

Thank You 

Samantha S. Berner President United Women in Faith   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The joy of being 

back in our newly 

remodeled  

sanctuary 



 

……………… Janet Roney 

A Sad Chapter in Sullivan’s History 

 In the 1890s, it appeared on the surface that Sullivan was 

becoming more civilized as the rough frontier atmosphere of the 

town and the turmoil of the Civil War became distant memories.  

The Titus Opera House stood on the north side of the square where 

the saloons of Sod Corn Row once were, and sturdy brick two story 

commercial buildings lined all four sides of the square.  A second 

larger brick courthouse stood in the center of the square among 

several nice, tall shade trees.      

 The city sky line was dominated by the impressive three sto-

ry brick school with its ornate bell tower and turret that had served 

grades one through high school since the 1870s.  A well-built two-

story county jail sat on the site of the southeast corner of Hamilton 

and Monroe Streets (where the later third county jail still stands.)  

Passenger service on the two railroads that had passed through Sul-

livan in the early 1870s connected it to the outside world.   

  The earliest membership roll we have for our Sullivan Meth-

odist Church dates from 1889 and shows about 250 members by 

1893.  We were outgrowing our second church building, so, by 

1893, it was time for a larger brick building…the one in which we 

still worship.  Methodists continued to be leaders in the temper-

ance movement, which lessened public drunkenness and brought 

peace to the streets of Sullivan…at least until an awful thing hap-

pened in early 1896.   

 One dark night in late January, a well-known woman was 

assaulted  



in her own home on Jackson Street where she lived with her three chil-

dren.  Her husband, Ed, had been in the insane asylum in Kankakee for 

five years since his brother, Grant, was tried and acquitted of killing their 

father near Moweaqua.  Bloodhounds traced the attacker’s trail to the 

home of her brother-in-law, Grant, who had been trying to claim not only 

his own inheritance from the dead father, but also that of his insane 

brother!    

 The townspeople were enraged, as much for the rape as well as 

the murder five years earlier, of which most believed Grant was guilty.  

After two lynch mobs were dispersed by the sheriff and his deputies, 

Grant was moved to Lincoln for safekeeping.   After he was returned to 

Sullivan for arraignment on Feb. 12, a white hooded mob met in the 

schoolyard late that night, intent on lynching him.   An Arcola man had 

been hired and brought to Sullivan to do the hanging.   

 Rev. W. G. Cochran, a Methodist lay preacher and lawyer who had 

been in the Illinois legislature, had recently moved to Sullivan from Lov-

ington and joined our church.  He followed the mob, climbed up to the 

school’s second floor window, and pleaded with the mob to go home.   

His words caused several to lose their resolve until the hired hangman 

yelled, “You have hired me to have a hanging and now we are going to 

have a hanging!”  The mob moved to the jail, broke down its doors, held 

the sheriff at gun point, seized Grant, and dragged him, kicking and 

screaming, to the northwest corner of the courthouse lawn where he was 

hanged from one of those “nice, tall shade trees”.   

 This event is a blot on our town’s history, which has been made 

worse by a myth that has grown up about it.  Many people think that 

Grant was a black man.  He definitely was not.  There were no racial fac-

tors involved in this despicable event.   Possibly his mistaken identity in 

the present arose from the picture of Grant hanging from a tree that used 

to hang in one of the offices of the county courthouse.  The photo is of 

poor quality, and the victim could be mistaken for a black man.   

 Three men were identified among the mob; two when their hoods 
fell off during the scuffle and one was a man blind in one eye who had 
just one eye hole in his hood.  They were arrested, tried, and acquitted.   
None of the mob, thank God, were Methodists……………… ………………as far 
as I know!       More next month…       



2   Bob & Teresa Lane 

11  Kyle & Mackinzey Price   

16  Roger & Sharon DeVall 

27  Ray & Nancy Schaljo 

30  Eric & Lisa Shuman 

1     Bob McClain    13  Don Dufford 

7     April Shuman            Jessica Kuhns 

        Michelle Eaton    15  Carolyn Collier 

 8    Barry Robinson     18  J.D. Graham 

        Dee Ann Daily     19  Colleen VanDeursen 

        Hazel Crothers     22  Kora Whitten 

 9    Lynn Berner    23 Jed Wheeler   

       Shelly Wheeler    24  Cynthia Appleby 

                                       29 Roger Berner 

 . 

 

 

NOVEMBER 



SUNDAY OCTOBER 2       #182 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 9       #140 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 16     #153 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 23     # 139 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 30      #119  

FINANCIAL REPORT 

NEEDED MONTHLY:  $31,456.51 

October Income:   

 $8,575.85- $4,647.00-$2,674.00-$5,013.00-$3,095.00 

Total= $24,004.85 

 

******************************************************************** 



SULLIVAN FIRST UMC 

ORGANIZATIONS AND CONTACT NUMBERS 

            WALKING WITH JESUS GROUP……………………………………..Merll Connor 217-259-8208 

            WOMEN’ LIFE GROUP………………………………………………….Susan Connor 217-259-1649 

            WINGS GROUP……………………………………………………………….Nancy Craig 217-259-5140 

             MOMS GROUP……………………………………………………………...  Molly Foust 217-254-3324 

             JOY GROUP………………………………………………………..……….. Ann Wheeler 217-273-0789 

            UNITED METHODIST MEN……………………………………………..Bob Waelde 217-728-2082 

            UNITED  WOMEN IN FAITH       ……………………………….Samantha Berner 217-620-8735 

            SALT OF THE EARTH………………………………………………………...Joe Pound 217-454-0488 

            BOOK CLUB…………………………………………………………………..Lois Shuman 217-246-3534 

             DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH………………………..Taylor Radtke 262-812-6653 

             AA GROUP……………………………………………………………………  Eric Shuman 217-259-1389 

             DIR. OF CHURCH FAMILY MINISTRIES……….......................... Jessica Kuhns 309-310-7144  

              AWAKEN PRAISE BAND………………………………………………...Nancy Craig-217-259-5140 

              HERITAGE CHOIR………………………………………………………… Nancy Craig 217-259-5140 

              HONDURAS MISSION GROUP…………………………………………. Mike Craig-217-317-0031 

               DOVE………………………………………………………………………... Molly Tenuto 217-428-6616 

               BABY TALK……………………………………………………………………. Amy Eller 217-962-8360 

                                                                                                                                     Jodi Elzy 217-962-8366 

 

Sullivan First United Methodist Church 

Office Hours Monday-Friday: 8AM-1PM 

Web Site: www.sullivanfirstumc.com 

EMAIL: office@sullivanfirstumc.com 

Phone: (217-728-4436) 

216 W. Jefferson St. Sullivan Il. 61951 


