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……………………….From Pastor’s Desk 

 

 

 

 

Psalms 111:4 He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: 
the LORD is gracious and full of compassion. 

 

A farmer was showing his visiting city dwelling friend around 
his farm. "Watch this!" he said. He gave a whistle and his little dog 
came running from the house, herded the cattle into the corral, then 
latched the gate with her paw. 

"Wow, that's some dog -- what's her name?"  

The forgetful farmer thought for a minute and then asked, 
"What do you call that red flower that smells good and has thorns on 
the stem?"  

"A rose?" "That's it!" The farmer turned to his wife. "Hey Rose, 
what do we call this dog?" 

As I grow older I realize I am forgetting more and more things. 
Just ask my wife…um…um…Barb. No, Beth! I’m not sure God finds for-
getfulness all that funny. When we read about the children of Israel 
and their journeys through the wilderness for forty years, we see how 
God provided wonderful miracles for them, feeding them daily with 
manna, guiding them by a pillar of fire by night and a cloud by day, 
parting the Red Sea! 

How it is the children of Israel became so hard hearted against 
God? My guess is the miracles of God became so common place they 
more than likely started to take them for granted. 

But then again when I look back on my life, I cannot really blame 
them. It happens to the best of us! God has done miracles in our lives and 
I am sure he has done many in each of yours as well! However, we still 
get anxious when things are not going quite the way we hoped. 

 



Recall a miracle of God in your life. Remember the joy you felt? 
We need to relive that joy today! The miracle of God's new birth in us 
and the many other miracles God has done are not ones to be quickly 
forgotten. We need to relive them daily! 

 We never want to become cold toward God! Let's spend some 
time remembering the miracles He has done in our lives and strive to 
trust Him for the trials we face today! 

 

Remember we are, “Loved without measure, blessed beyond belief.” 

 

Pastor Mike 



FROM CINDY’S DESK 

I NEED YOUR HELP PLEASE 

I have been trying very hard to bring you some interesting and informa-
tive reading  in the newsletter that goes out each month. Articles are 

very difficult to find at times. If at any time you have something you 

would like to put in the newsletter, please don’t hesitate to give me a call 
or email your article to the office. I want this to be YOUR newsletter and 

what You would like to read and share with others. Thanks Cindy 

  It Will Be Here Before You Know It! 

Mark your calendar for the annual UMW Christmas bake sale on Friday, 
Dec. 10. Baked goods of all kinds, candies, jellies and jams, canned goods, 
and some Christmas crafts will be for sale. We welcome any donated 
items as all proceeds are used for our many missions. More details will 
be in the December newsletter and the church announcements. 



 

UMW Hosted the Habitat Care-a-Vanners 
 
 
For four weeks in September and the first week of October, 
members of United Methodist Women were privileged to provide 
lunches for the crew that was to build the most recent Habitat 
for Humanity home here in Sullivan. 
Known as Care-a-vanners, dedicated people from as far away as 
Louisiana and as near as Sullivan joined together to build in rough-
ly six weeks a home for a family that had applied for ownership 
and contributed their own “sweat equity.”  
Faith Lutheran Church was homebase for the 15-18 Habitat work-
ers who arrived in their own campers which became home during 
their stay. Meals were provided by a variety of local organiza-
tions, including the United Methodist Women.  
This has become an annual event that we look forward to, mainly 
because this is a wonderful group of compassionate men and wom-
en, retirees who are energized by the work they do. Because many 
of the same people return year after year, we look forward to 
preparing a simple but nutritious lunch for them and renewing our 
friendships. It is truly humbling to serve these Christians who live 
Matthew 25.  
Once the home is built, UMW members are among those who at-
tend the house blessing. Tony Feeler, Cheryl Thomas, Dee Ann 
Daily assist in making this a very meaningful program, the perfect 
way for the family to begin their life in their new home.  
 
 
 

              

 



Thanksgiving has been an annual tradition in the United States 
since 1863, when President Lincoln proclaimed a national day of 
“Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth 
in the Heavens.” This is yet another case-in-point that our forefa-
thers never envisioned, let alone desired, that our country would 
ever fail to give homage to the Lord. Here is the text of President 
Lincoln’s proclamation: 

“The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with 
the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these boun-
ties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget 
the source from which they come, others have been added, 
which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to 
penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible 
to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God. 

“In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severi-
ty, which has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to 
provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all na-
tions, order has been maintained, the laws have been respected 
and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in 
the theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been great-
ly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S THANKSGIVING ADDRESS OF 1863 



“Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of 
peaceful industry to the national defense, have not arrested the 
plough, the shuttle, or the ship; the axe had enlarged the borders of 
our settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the 
precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than hereto-
fore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste 
that has been made in the camp, the siege and the battlefield; and 
the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented strength 
and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with large 
increase of freedom. 

“No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked 
out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High 
God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath never-
theless remembered mercy. 

“It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, 
reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and 
voice by the whole American People. I do therefore invite my fel-
low citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who 
are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set 
apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of 
Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in 
the Heavens. And I recommend to them that while offering up the 
ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and 
blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national 
perverseness and disobedience, commend to his tender care all 
those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in 
the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, 
and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to 
heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be 
consistent with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, 
harmony, tranquility, and union. 



 

 

……………………..Janet Roney 

The Price of Freedom 

 Recently, a TV “historian” said that churches did very little to end  
slavery in the United States.  Did he not know that the abolition move-
ment was led by churches?  Had he never heard of the secret Under-
ground Railroad with its stations and conductors like the one run by the 
Methodists at Paradise in Coles County?  Did he forget that the national 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Baptist denominations all split apart over 
slavery before the Civil War?  The rewriters of history are keeping busy.    
 Abraham Lincoln knew churches played a huge role in defeating 
slavery…especially Methodists.  Here’s what he said in 1864 to a group 
of Methodists visiting the White House:  “…the Methodist Church sends 
more soldiers to the field, more nurses to the hospitals, and more pray-
ers to heaven than any.  God bless the Methodist Church!  Bless all the 
churches!  And blessed be God, who in this our great trial giveth us the 
churches.” 
 Although no list of members of the Sullivan Circuit exists from 
the Civil War era, I believe Moultrie Methodists along with Presbyteri-
ans from Marrowbone Township sent more soldiers to the field than all 
the other denominations in the county.  There’s little doubt that our ear-
liest ministers, many of whom came from the abolitionist community of 
Paradise in Coles County, were anti-slavery.  The second and fourth pas-
tors of the new Sullivan Circuit, Rev. Joseph Hamilton Hopkins (1847) 
and Rev. Caleb Jarvis Tolle (1849), later were chaplains in the Union ar-
my during the war.   
 Although many of our circuit riders and early local preachers ei-

ther died before the war, or were too old to serve in the Union army, 

many of their sons did.  Owen Prentice, the son of Amos Prentice, local 

preacher for  



the Sullivan Circuit in 1846-48, was seriously wounded at Jackson and 
Nashville while serving with a Missouri regiment.   The son of Rev. 
George W. Bennett (1850-Sullivan Circuit) was wounded so badly that 
he was sent home to die, but he miraculously completely recovered.   

Local preacher Dr. B. B. Everett’s son, Dr. Joseph Everett, who 
served in the IL 126th and the 6th Cavalry, died from illness in 1863.   His 
father wrote about his son’s death in a letter to my great-great uncle 
Rankin McPheeters who was serving with the 126th IL. Regiment..   

“My dear brother, I go mourning, I return weeping…..It appears 
my only hope has fled, and that the best son that ever was given to an 
unworthy parent…is taken from me.  Yet thanks be to God’s Eternal 
name, I believe that he today floats in a higher and much happier orb, 
than assisting surgeon in the 6th Illinois Cavalry Regt.”   

Two pastors who traveled the Sullivan Circuit fought with the 
Union army during the war.  One, Rev. Allen Buckner, made a name for 
himself by having 400 conversions during his first year as a minister in 
1853.  When he served the Sullivan Circuit in 1857-58, he was a griev-
ing young widower in his late twenties.  He joined the Union army in 
1861, and served as a lieutenant with the 25th IL Regiment at the battle 
of Pea Ridge in Missouri.  After surviving the Battle of Shiloh, he went 
home to Clark County, Illinois and raised a regiment (the famous 79th 
Illinois).  He took over its leadership when their colonel was killed at 
Stone’s River.  He led his men up Missionary Ridge at Chattanooga, 
which turned the tide of battle and where he earned the name the 
“Fighting Parson”.  He led his regiment to Atlanta, and took Franklin and 
Nashville on their way home in 1864.   His men had not only a leader, 
but a chaplain in the reverend colonel Allen Buckner.  Later, he was the 
chaplain for the Kansas State Senate for several years. 

Another pastor, Rev. Truman C. Lapham, (1866) came to Sullivan 
right after spending three years with the 35th Il Regiment.  He was a 
lieutenant and chaplain of the regiment when he was captured at Pea 
Ridge.  He was on his way to Libby Prison before he was exchanged and 
returned to his regiment. He became the leader of the regiment at the 
Battle of Chickamauga when all the officers were killed, wounded, or 
absent except him.  He and his men “heroically stood their ground while 
great gaps were mowed into their ranks…”  He was wounded the next 
day while leading a charge, an injury that bothered him the rest of his 
life.  His company lost more men in the war than any other in the ser-
vice.   

Yes, these pastors, their sons, and numerous members of the Sul-
livan Methodist Church bought freedom for slaves with their blood.    





 

Sullivan First  has developed a special worship  

experience for kids pre-K through 4th grade. 

Children are invited to participate during  the  

Awaken Service at  9:30am each Sunday! 

Nursery is available during 9:30am and 11am  

Youth Group 

 5th-12th Grade  

Meetings are held on Sundays from 4– 

5:30 pm at the church.  

Please come join us. We have FUN!!!! 



SULLIVAN FIRST UMC 

ORGANIZATIONS AND CONTACT NUMBERS 

  WALKING WITH JESUS GROUP……………………………………..Merll Connor 217-259-8208 

  WOMEN’ LIFE GROUP………………………………………………….Susan Connor 217-259-1649 

  WINGS GROUP……………………………………………………………….Nancy Craig 217-259-5140 

  MOMS GROUP……………………………………………………………….. Molly Foust 217-254-3324 

  JOY GROUP…………………………………………………………………..Ann Wheeler 217-273-0789 

  UNITED METHODIST MEN……………………………………………..Bob Waelde 217-728-2082 

  UNITED METHODIST WOMEN………………………………..Samantha Berner 217-620-8735 

  SALT OF THE EARTH………………………………………………………...Joe Pound 217-454-0488 

  BOOK CLUB…………………………………………………………………..Lois Shuman 217-246-3534 

  YOUTH GROUP……………………………………Pastors Mike and Beth Fender 217-728-4436 

  SUMC BAND…………………………………………………………………..,Nancy Craig 217-259-5140 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

NEEDED MONTHLY:  $29,822.00 

October Income:   

$7,822.61—$10,396.45 — $3,447.75— $5,281.62 

Total = $26,948.43 - 5th Sunday not included 

Sullivan First United Methodist Church 

Office Hours Monday-Friday: 8AM-1PM 

Web Site: www.sullivanfirstumc.com 

EMAIL: office@sullivanfirstumc.com 

Phone: (217-728-4436 

216 W. Jefferson St. Sullivan Il. 61951 


