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From Cindy’s Desk……………. 

As many of you know, my dad recently passed on 

to his heavenly home. I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all for the prayers, cards and  the delicious meals  that 

were prepared for us. Your outpouring love to me and my 

family was gratefully appreciated. We feel very blessed to be 

a part of this loving church family!! Cindy , Norm & family 



 

 

“GETTING TO KNOW YOU, 

GETTING TO KNOW ALL ABOUT YOU” 

 

 

There were no articles submitted 

This month.  

 

I would really like to continue 

this part of the newsletter, so  

please, let’s keep it going by 

submitting something about 

your-self !!!! 



Anna Jarvis Turns Mother's 

Day Into a National Holiday 
The official Mother’s Day holiday arose in the 1900s 
as a result of the efforts of Anna Jarvis, daughter of 
Ann Reeves Jarvis. Following her mother ’s 1905 
death, Anna Jarvis conceived of Mother ’s Day as a 
way of honoring the sacrifices mothers made for their 
children. 

After gaining financial backing from a Philadelphia 
department store owner named John Wanamaker, in 
May 1908 she organized the first official Mother ’s 
Day celebration at a Methodist church in Grafton, 
West Virginia. That same day also saw thousands of 
people attend a Mother’s Day event at one of 
Wanamaker’s retail stores in Philadelphia. 

Following the success of her first Mother ’s Day, Jar-
vis—who remained unmarried and childless her 
whole life—resolved to see her holiday added to the 
national calendar. Arguing that American holidays 
were biased toward male achievements, she started 
a massive letter writing campaign to newspapers 
and prominent politicians urging the adoption of a 
special day honoring motherhood. 

By 1912 many states, towns and churches had 
adopted Mother’s Day as an annual holiday, and Jar-
vis had established the Mother ’s Day International 
Association to help promote her cause. Her persis-
tence paid off in 1914 when President Woodrow Wil-
son signed a measure officially establishing the sec-
ond Sunday in May as Mother ’s Day. 

http://www.biography.com/news/anna-jarvis-mother-of-modern-mothers-day-20826125
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/woodrow-wilson-proclaims-the-first-mothers-day-holiday


 



My Mother Kept A Garden 

My Mother kept a garden, 
a garden of the heart, 
She planted all the good things 
that gave my life it’s start. 
She turned me to the sunshine 
and encouraged me to dream, 
Fostering and nurturing 
the seeds of self-esteem… 
And when the winds and rain came, 
she protected me enough- 
But not too much because she knew 
I’d need to stand up strong and tough. 
Her constant good example 
always taught me right from wrong- 
Markers for my pathway 
that will last a lifetime long. 
I am my Mother’s garden. 
I am her legacy- 
And I hope today she feels the love 
reflected back from me 



 

    United Methodist Women Getting Back to “Normal” 

 During the month of April, the UMW has slowly but surely started 

to get back to some of their pre-COVID activities. Always aware of CDC 

guidelines, the women have done their best to resume those activities that 

they are well-known for, including making meals! 

 We were able to provide a funeral dinner despite a scheduling con-

flict with our church. Grant Wade, minister at Sullivan First Christian 

Church, graciously offered their kitchen and dining area so that we could 

serve the needs of one of our own church members. We hope that at some 

time in the future we can return the favor. 

 We were also able to host what has become an annual event for 

UMW: a luncheon for our local RSVP group. Members of the Retired and 

Senior Volunteers Program composed of both men and women provide 

countless hours of volunteer work for our community. Norma Piper, pro-

gram coordinator,  makes sure that these people are treated with a meal 

and recognized with appropriate awards. We enjoy seeing familiar faces 

each year, especially since we couldn't have a meal last year due to the pan-

demic. 

 Though there is no meeting in May, we are looking forward to our 

church's 175th anniversary on May 23rd. United Methodist Women have 

been an integral part of Sullivan FUMC's history and hope to continue to 

stay active for many years to come. 

 



In Kids Church we believe the importance of putting God’s Word inside 

our hearts and I personally believe that memorizing verses in the bible 

helps it to do just that. Every 3 weeks we have a “Big Word” (memory 

verse) that goes with our lesson. To motivate our Kids Church family to 

get God’s Word inside them I made them a deal. If they can recite our 

“Big Word” from memory they get a candy bar ! We send home a card 

after church every morning that has the verse on it to memorize. We 

encourage you as parents/grandparents /church family to encourage 

your kids to practice their “Big Word”.  I believe as they do this on a 

regular basis God will work in their lives in powerful ways!  

YOUTH CORNER………Talin Crow. 

 

 

 

 

KIDS CORNER 

Talin Crow 

 

Congrats to our 2021 Graduates! 

We love you and celebrate you! 

Jacob White  

Associates Degree 

Lake Land College 



 

 

………………. Janet Roney 



 



SULLIVAN FIRST UMC 

ORGANIZATIONS AND CONTACT NUMBERS 

WALKING WITH JESUS GROUP                Merll Connor-217-259-8208 

WOMEN’S LIFE GROUP                              Susan Connor-217-259-1649 

WING’S GROUP                                                Nancy Craig-217-259-5140 

MOM’S GROUP                                                 Molly Foust-217-254-3324 

JOY GROUP                                                     Ann Wheeler-217-273-0789 

UNITED METHODIST MEN                         Bob Waelde-217-728-2082 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN        Samantha Berner-217-620-8735 

SALT OF THE EARTH                                        Joe Pound-217-454-0488 

BOOK CLUB                                                    Lois Shuman-217-246-3534 

YOUTH GROUPS – JR. & SR HIGH                Talin Crow-832-412-5619 

SUMC BAND                                                    Nancy Craig-217-259-5140 

AA GROUP             Eric Shuman 217-259-1389 

Sullivan First United Methodist Church 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8AM-1PM 

Web Site: www.sullivanfirstumc.com 

EMAIL: office@sullivanfirstumc.com 

Phone: (217) 728-4436 

216 W, Jefferson St. Sullivan, Il. 61951 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Needed Monthly:  $29,822.00 

April Income : $10,918.54;   $2,869.45;   $3,836.87;   $2,821.00 

= $20,445.86 


