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It is amazing how quickly time is moving these days.  It seem as though we just celebrated 
Advent & Christmas; but now we are past Easter & Pentecost.  Summer is almost officially 
upon us!

With respect to summer, I want to share what the Breakthrough Prayer Team has to help us 
remain united and active in praying for God to breakthrough in our lives, our congregation, 
and through us into the world around us.  On the first Sunday of June, we will be passing out 
“Auto-Prayers.”  We are asking that you place this prayer on the dashboard of your vehicle 
for the summer.  It is printed in such a way that the reflection will be visible at the bottom of 
your windshield and able to be read.  What we’re/I’m asking us to do is pray this prayer each 
time you get into your vehicle throughout the summer.  Before starting your car and heading 
wherever you may be going, simply take a moment (10-15 seconds) to remember that God is 
with you and  that you and your congregation are a part of something much bigger than 
yourself!  This is something that we will be doing together, and I believe God is going to show 
up in major ways in us and through us this summer!

I also want to give everyone a brief update with respect to the United Methodist Church and 
the upcoming special called General Conference  (GC) in February of 2019.  The Bishops met 
recently in Chicago and have decided to put before GC the following three proposals 
(although the majority of the Council of Bishops recommends # 2):

1)  The Traditional Plan--keep current language  in the Book of Discipline and adopted 
stronger enforcement measures

2) The One-Church Plan--remove restrictive language from the Book of Discipline and let 
every local congregation, pastor, and annual conference decide for themselves their 
standards for ordained ministry & wedding practices.

3) The Multi-Branch Model--eliminate the 5 current Jurisdictions and replace them with 
the following 3...Traditional, Centrist, & Progressive.  Jurisdictions would no longer be 
based on geography; rather, they would be based on theology of sexuality.

However, please remember that only the General Conference has the authority to speak on 
behalf of the United Methodist Church.  Their decision in 2019 is what ultimately matters in 
setting the direction of the United Methodist Church’s future.

Additionally, the Judicial Council (The UM’s ‘Supreme Court’) is meeting May 22-25 to 
determine it is in order for others to submit additional legislation beyond the Bishops’ 
proposal to the special called GC.  

Please keep all of this in your prayers as we journey together...Grace & Peace, Pastor Renner

Pastor Ponderings

Church Finances
April Receipts: $33,256

AprilDisbursements: $29,194

            Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the July Newsletter is 

Friday, June 15
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United Methodist Women

For more information about the UMW, please check out our page on the church website.

http://www.sullivanfirstumc.com/connect/united-methodist-women

Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser

On June 10th the youth will be 
serving breakfast in between 
services to help raise the final 
amount for our 2018 Mission Trip. 
The meal is free but donations are 
welcomed and encouraged.

Please continue to pray for our 
youth and leaders as they prepare 
to serve in Green Bay WI!

http://www.sullivanfirstumc.com/connect/united-methodist-women
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A sincere thank you to all the women 
who baked cookies for the Community 
Outreach Committee and for the school 
board cookout for Unit District #300 
employees. We needed lots of cookies 
and you came through: such a variety 
and so  delicious! You are the best!

A very loving thank you to my family and friends for your love & concern 
through my recent illness and since coming home from the hospital.
Your prayers, phone calls cards, flowers, and food were very much 
appreciated.  Thanks to Pastor Renner for his visits and prayers.  I’m 
slowly getting better but my energy level hasn’t returned as yet.  
Hopefully by the time this is printed I’ll be a 100% again.  God is so 
good. He has certainly blessed me with a great family as well as my 
church family and friends.  I’m grateful for the doctors and nurses who 
cared for me also. Thank you all!
Love, Delores Weishaupt

Library Update

The following books have been recently purchased for our library.

Double Play: Faith and Family First by Ben and Julianna Zobrist

Behind the Scenes (or, Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in the White House)

by Elizabeth Keckley

These books are on the New Book shelf just inside the door.  Keep on Reading!!

Lois Shuman

Dear church Family,
   Thank-you very much for my Starbucks 
card! I appreciate you thinking of me 
during finals. I have come to appreciate a 
good cup of coffee.
Sincerely,
Luke DeLong
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Stay in the Know

● Children’s church during 9am service; nursery available during 9am and 10:30am services.

●  SullivanFirst has developed a special worship experience for kids pre-K through 4th 
grade. Children are invited to participate during the Awaken Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday!

Have questions or concerns? Contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

5 Day VBS!

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible 
School! This year's theme is Ancient 

Babylon, where we will meet Daniel and his 
friends during their time in captivity. Our 

dates this year will be Monday, July 16th - 
Friday, July 20th, and the program will run 
from 9am-11am. Children from PreK (3 yr 

olds) thru 4th grade are all welcome! 
This year we hope to serve 150 kids! To do 
this we need a committed team of amazing 

volunteers. There are many ways to help 
serve. Please sign up below & mark how 

you would like to help.
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Level Up Sunday

We are excited to announce that on June 3 we 
are graduating or “Leveling Up” our Student 

Ministry! This means all students who would be 
entering a new grade this upcoming school year 
will “Level UP” at the beginning of the summer 
with us. We are also transitioning the 5th grade 

class to our MidHigh Student Ministry to 
coincide with the transition at Sullivan Middle 

School. So if your child is going to attend middle 
school for the first time in Fall 2018 they will join 
our Middle School Ministry starting on June 3! 

Here are the details you may want to know!

MidHigh meets Sunday Nights 4:15-5:15p
Location: Youth Room (Upstairs next to the 

elevator)

On June 3 will will have a party and games to 
celebrate all our new students! We are praying 
for your students and we hope they can join us!

For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com
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For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

Youth Mission Trip

This month our High School youth will be 
traveling to Green Bay, WI for this year’s 
Youth Mission Trip! We are excited to be 
able to serve the communities there and 
look forward to sharing the stories with 

the congregation of what God does 
there! Please continue to pray for all of 

us as we prepare!

Thank you for your support!

We wanted to say a very special thank 
you to everyone who have supported our 

Youth Mission Trip this year! Whether 
you purchased a mug or tee-shirt or 

partnered with us by being a sponsor, it’s 
your generosity and prayers that help 

bring transformation into the lives of our 
students. Thank you again!
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