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Church Guidance for Illinois Public Health Phases

Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church

The Restore Illinois plan provides for the State of Illinois to be divided into four public health regions, which will be assessed for risk of COVID-
19 deaths based on five phases. This is a summary of the detailed guidance available for Illinois Great Rivers United Methodist Churches on 
applicable safety guidance for each phase.

Phase 1: RAPID SPREAD

● Churches should not gather for in person weekly worship
● Funerals and Weddings should be less than 10 people
● Church buildings closed, except for essential and minimum basic operations.

Phase 2: FLATTENING

● Same as Phase 1
● Churches may gather for Drive In worship services

Phase 3: RECOVERY 

● Churches may gather for any purpose in groups of less than 10
● Children’s ministry programs should not be held
● Social distancing, face masks, and other precautions should be taken
● Churches should not practice group singing
● Church buildings may reopen to small groups, and all church staff and volunteers can return to using the building.
● People at higher risk of dying from COVID-19 should not gather in groups of any size.

Phase 4: REVITALIZATION

● Churches may gather for any purpose in groups of less than 50
● Children’s ministry programs may resume, cautiously.
● Continue social distancing practices and other precautions

Phase 5: ILLINOIS RESTORED

● Churches may gather in unlimited size groups for any purpose
● All public health safety guidance is lifted
● It is now safer for people of higher risk of dying from COVID-19 to gather

To read the entire document, go to the IGRC website, "Coming Back to the Heart of Worship" and its secondary pages underneath it.

God Bless

Bishop Frank J. Beard



From the Pastor
Please read the article below:

Phil Stout

May 23 at 7:43 AM

May I have a moment of your time to talk about when and how your church* resumes gathering? This is not
advice to pastors. (I’m sure they’re getting plenty of unsolicited advice.) I want to share my perspective for
those of you who are waiting for information from your pastors.*

I’m not currently leading a church, and no one has asked me to speak on behalf of those who are. But I had
the privilege of serving as a pastor for thirty years and my life is full of friends who are in that role. So,
there are a few things I’d like to share about my sisters and brothers—those amazing souls—who are
leading churches.

First of all, for your pastor this is not a partisan political decision. As much as a real, serious, deadly global
pandemic has been politicized in the US, your pastor is not opening the doors of the sanctuary based on
the cable TV pundits.

I know there are exceptions. Over the past couple of months, we’ve heard about pastors who made absurd
theological or political statements, while endangering the lives of their congregations. Many have
contracted COVID-19 and some have died as a result of that ignorance and arrogance. But those few are
not representative of your pastor.

Even though we know we shouldn’t, pastors carry a heavy sense of responsibility for people’s spiritual
well-being. We know you are responsible for your own life, but we can’t help it. Pastors study, plan, pray,
preach, shepherd, counsel, administrate with your spiritual and emotional health in mind. And now they are
asked to deal with your physical well-being. They are being asked to make decisions that, for many people
they love, could be life or death decisions.

So, no, they’re not making this call with the 2020 election in mind.

And they’ve been listening, conferring and praying about this. None of my sisters and brothers who are
leading churches are taking this lightly. No one is winging it.

I’m guessing that most churches are going to take this slow. Church buildings are not designed for social
distancing. I was a part of three phases of building a church campus. Believe me, most of our discussions
with architects revolved around how to maximize our space—how to allow for large numbers of children,
youth and adults on a limited budget where every square foot felt overwhelmingly expensive. We discussed
your seating space in inches, not in six-foot units.

Your church leaders don’t have the funds or the time to retrofit your church for the new reality. This is
going to take time. Mistakes will be made. But your pastor is trying to make

sure those mistakes are not fatal.

Continued on next page

https://www.facebook.com/phil.ray.904?__tn__=%2CdCH-R-R&eid=ARAXBI8lOScNjLuzv8YDKI7HJDIw_pNBLH_DAkdF2pSHiVA371wEJGJ4X2zSCu1hhacG6-Wai4Q5QOqV&hc_ref=ARQ078SYZLGOrrF8KsRSqgF35N1E3N3BQOURtUntAP9biE49TT14mTDqqEKJnAL3dkI&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1171444719870692&set=a.370432966638542&type=3


From the Pastor
So, in my humble opinion, here are a few do’s and don’ts for the coming months…

1. Give your advice and opinion only when it is requested. Don’t send your pastor YouTube videos about
“the real truth” of the pandemic. Don’t say, “Did you ever consider…” because, yes, they have. They’ve
been talking to other religious leaders and to physicians. They’ve been consulting with the lay leaders of
your church, reading denominational directives, and asking God for guidance. They’ve been lying awake
at night, praying for you. Again, they’re not winging it.

2. When you return, do wear a face covering. Don’t argue with the ushers at the door. Don’t make this
about your rights. Don’t make snide remarks. Don’t put weird slogans on your mask. Just see it as an act
of love and solidarity. You’re protecting others. If we can’t do that in church, well…

3. Be patient—incredibly patient, more patient than you’ve ever been—with your fellow worshipers. That
young mom, as amazing as she is, has no idea how to keep a face covering on a five-year-old. That young
father doesn’t know how to keep his toddler from snotting all over the place. That elderly person may feel
panicked when she or he can’t get big breaths through the mask, and may pull it off.

We’re entering a new reality. It may be years before we share the eucharist in the manner we used to. We
won’t pass the peace like before. And it’s going to take each one of us some time to adjust to this new
world. So, be nice!

4. Remember that the decisions made by the leaders of the church cannot be specific to one
demographic. One size does not fit all. So there may be policies put in place that make no sense to you.
But they do make sense to other people with other needs and challenges. This should be a time when the
church really feels like a safe place. And it will take every one of us to make it so.

5. And, of course, remember that you are responsible for you. No one is going to make you go back
before you’re ready. So if the timetable doesn’t fit your preference, adjust for what is right for you and
your family.

Your pastor is feeling incredible pressure. There were no classes in seminary about pandemic ministry.
They’ve been using their creativity and working extra long and hard to try to keep you connected during
social distancing. And now they have to make some very tough calls. Everyone has an opinion. But some
people have to make decisions. You can make this a time when grace prevails in the darkest of days.

*I’m using the terms “church” and “pastor” because of my background and current context. But I hope
my thoughts may be helpful to my friends of other faiths…...from Phil Stout

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Our world is a bit chaotic. That has been a phrase used by many pastors, especially over the last few months. 

I know many people are anxious to get back to church and others are afraid to go back to church. It is definitely a 
time of uncertainty.

This article was sent to me and I hope it will help people understand that as a pastor there are some decisions 
that are not easy to make. I am responsible for 304 wonderful people at Sullivan first UMC. A responsibility I take 
very seriously. I am also under direction from our Bishop. Who has to take care of over 600 clergy with the 
majority of them close to or in the vulnerable age group.

Please read the article and keep the church and pastors in your prayers. Give your anxiety to God and love one 
another as you have been loved.

Pastor Mike
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Soon we’re coming back to meeting in -person 
again! Join one of the Youth Facebook groups 
to stay up-to-date on how we’ll start back up!

We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday 
evening at the following times:

Mid High (5th -8th grade) : 4:15-5:15 p.m. 
Sunday Evenings

High School(9th -12th grade) : 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Sunday Evenings

June Updates

For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

Did you know our Youth Group pos t regular 
updates  on Facebook?  J oin one of the following 
groups  to s tay up-to-date on what’s  happening!

Mid High (5th -8th grade) : 
Sullivan Firs t UMC J H Youth

High School(9th -12th grade) : 
Sullivan Firs t UMC HS Youth
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Stay in the Know

● Sullivan Firs t has  developed a special worship experience for kids  pre-K through 4th grade. 
Children are invited to participate during the Awaken Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday! Nursery is  

available during 9am service.

● Our Chris tian Education program called 4G runs  on Wednesdays  evenings  at 6pm. Children’s  
Chris tian classes  and adult opportunities  are available.

For more information contact Talin Crow at familyminis trydirector@sullivanfirs tumc.com

Kids Corner

Kids Church

Sullivan Firs t has  developed a special 
worship experience for kids  pre-K 

through 4th grade. Children are invited 
to participate during the Awaken 
Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday!

June Updates



Looking Back
By Janet Roney 

Our Church Family Roots...The Graham Family

"l have used every exertion to urge the observance of discipline in meeting classes which heretofore has not been strictly
attended to," said Rev. James Graham in his 1833 report for the Shelbyville Circuit that served our area. The Charleston
class was"composed horrid materials,the most which is such as dirt filth & they need purging both outside & inside."
Among the nine members at William Nichols class, there was "Contention, contention, and Devil." (ln a report seven
years later, the Nichols class was still in contention.) He compared his class at William Williams' cabin to a swarm of
bees. "A small swarm, but will not settle together having no 'King"'. The class at Fuller's was "neither hot nor cold." But,
Wabash Point in Coles was "at ease in Zion" , Howe's in Moultrie and Prentice's in Shelby were "in good standing", and
at Shelbyville "The Lord has raised himself up a people..." By the end of 1833, there were 423 members in his circuit, a
gain of 79. Rev. James Leaton said Graham was "bold in his speech, ...a good man and a good preacher...", who strictly
followed the Methodist Discipline. Rev. James Graham was another preacher who came up to Wabash Point in 1828
from Charles Sawyer's church in Hardin County, Kentucky, and was appointed to the Shelbyville Circuit in 1833 following
Rev. Barton Randle's two years. Graham's poor health led him to locate two years later, and he died at Wabash Point in
1838. Historian Leaton said Graham was sometimes "a little eccentric". A camp meeting at Wabash Point was "greatly
disturbed by a Yankee clock peddler who had brought with him a lewd woman..." Graham prayed, "O Lord, there is a
man here who is making us much trouble, known as the wooden clock peddler. O Lord, if thou canst, ... convert him. if
thou canst not, kill him---kill him a little at any rate." The peddler and his woman left. I believe Rev. James Graham was a
brother of Jonathan Graham, who came to Wabash Point in 1831 from Vigo County, Indiana. During the war of 1812,
Jonathan's family and other local Methodists took refuge from hostile Indians at Ft. Harrison (Terre Haute) which was
commanded by General Zachary Taylor, the future president. Taylor credited Jonathan and his wife, Annie, who was 6
months pregnant, with saving the fort by dousing a fire the Indians set in the fortifications. When the well was running
dry, one of the Methodist women was lowered into the well where she dipped water into the bucket with a gourd. The
water level raised, possibly because she dipped out a lot of sand , too, and the fire was extinguished. Then, Annie and
her friends molded bullets for the fort's 15 out of 50 soldiers who were healthy enough to hold a gun. When
reinforcements arrived from Vincennes, the siege was broken. lt was all considered a miracle, and the local Methodists
had many participants in their class they started in the fort. lt was the first American victory on land in the War of 1812.
Annie Hill Graham was another "Mother of lsrael". Her three boys, Martillas {a toddler during the Indian attack), Jonathan
Edge, and William all chose strong "Mothers of lsrael" for their wives. The three young Graham brothers moved from the
fort at Terre Haute to Wabash Point, Coles County, lL in the late 1820s where their uncle Rev. James Graham was living
next to Charles Wesley Sawyer's family. Jonathan Edge and William Graham married two of Rev. Charles Wesley
Sawyer's daughters, Lurana ("Rennie") and Cala. Their oldest brother, Martillas, married Phananda Williams, the
daughter of Rev. Baylis Williams (another Methodist minister) and moved to the Shelbyville area. Known as "Auntie
Graham", Phananda was a founder of the Shelbyville church. Her father, Rev. Williams was born on a Virginia plantation,
but he hated slavery and freed all the slaves he inherited. Phananda soon was busy organizing camp meetings and
spreading her faith to all. Lurana Sawyer Graham, wife of Jonathan Edge Graham, was called "Mother Graham". The
father of Rev. Henry Graham (a descendant of William Graham) told him that "Aunt Rennie wasn't a dead kind of
Methodist. She was a shoutin' kind. When my father was a little boy attending service, Aunt Rennie would take off down
the aisle, jumping and shouting, and it scared my father so bad he would jump into his grandfather's lap. Whenever
churches were having a revival, they would call on her because she could really stir things up." Rev. J. B. Wolfe, a
minister on the Sullivan Circuit in 1867, wrote, "Mother Graham is a woman of rare quality. Converted after she was a
mother, she at once consecrated herself entirely to Christ. At that time she could not read, but such was her desire to
understand the word of God that she sought help and learned to read. When she found she could read the Bible, her joy
was only less than when God spoke peace to her soul. She was never weary of working for the master and was always
ready" to lead people to Christ. She was loved so much that Graham's Chapel east of Allenville, where Graham
Cemetery now is, was built and named after her in 1871. Cala Sawyer Graham, William's wife, was another strong
Methodist woman. She and William built the Half-way House with their own hand-made bricks. Located halfway between
Terre Haute and Springfield on the old Charleston Road, Cala cared for many weary travelers in their inn, including a
band of lndians moving west. Cala Graham told her grandson, Ted Graham, that the big wild cats (cougars) would come
out of the woods along the Kaskaskia River and sit on top of their well and scream all night, keeping her awake. (That
old well was still there near the Coles County line straight east of Allenville.) Two of William and Cala's daughters
married sons of William Purvis, a founder of the Sullivan Methodist Church. William and Cala Sawyer Graham are the
ancestors of our own J. D. and Poppy Graham family, and their grandfather, Rev. Henry Graham, who served several
different denominations during his long career, becoming sort of everyone's pastor, ministering to all who were in need.

Look for the next story in July Newsletter.
By Janet Roney



June Calendar
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As you see the calendar is blank for another month!  Praying this will change soon.

◄ May 2020 June  2020 Jul 2020 ►

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21

Father’s Day

22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/May-2020
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/July-2020
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