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Pastor Ponderings

Church Finances
April Receipts: $ 27,081.11

April Disbursements: $ 26,277.48

            Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the July Newsletter is 

Monday, June 17
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The time has finally arrived.  I am writing my last newsletter article as your pastor.  In so many 
ways it seems like it was just yesterday that my family and I were joining you all.  Stephanie was 
thirteen and Joshua was ten.  Zoe Ray was in third grade!  It’s like I’ve blinked and Zoe is 
graduating high school, Stephanie has graduated college and moved into an apartment by herself 
for the first time, and Joshua has completed his first year at Lakeland.  Where has the time 
gone!?!

I am filled with so many emotions.  I have great sadness and heartache that this stage of our 
respective journeys is ending.  I have some excitement for you as well as Lyn and I as new 
challenges await us.  But, perhaps, the primary emotion I am experiencing is gratitude.  I am SO 
thankful for my time in Sullivan and with you folks!

You all helped Lyn and I nurture and raise our children in the Christian faith.  Through you the 
vows of the Church at each of their baptisms were fulfilled.  You have loved them, and 
encouraged them in more ways than I could possibly mention in the space available.  Thank you!

I grew up as a pastor’s kid.  I know how churches treat and view pastor’s families--especially the 
pastor’s spouse.  I am so thankful that you allowed Lyn to simply be a part of you.  You didn’t 
force her to a preconceived “play a role”; rather, you allowed her to be the person God has made 
her and to use her gifts to serve Him and you over these years.  Thank you!

When I came ten years ago, I was a broken and severely wounded pastor.  You all loved me, and 
cared for me.  You allowed God to work through you to restore me and bring healing.  You have 
been willing to follow and try new things and do ministry in new ways.  You have invited friends, 
family, neighbors, co-workers to experience God’s presence, the love of the congregation, and 
the sermons I’ve offered.  Thank you!

I need to offer a simple reminder...it is not possible to have a 10 year relationship in 1 month, 6 
months, or even 2 years.  It takes a 10 year relationship 10 years to develop.  As the Fenders 
arrive, I wish your relational clock could continue exactly where we are leaving it; however, it 
begins with day 1.  I know you’re going to love them well, and they will love you all too!

Every place I have pastored over the last 24 years of ministry, it has been my desire to be faithful 
to what God wanted to accomplish and to leave the congregation in a better place then when I 
arrived.  I hope and pray that has happened.  I know, that as a congregation, God has worked 
through you to make me a better man and pastor than I was when I arrived.  From the deepest 
recesses of my heart and with all that I am...thank you!

--Pastor Renner
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New Pastor coming July 1!!
Rev. Mike Fender and his wife, 
Beth, have been appointed as 

our new pastoral family.

You are encouraged to send the 
Fenders a note, card, or letter 

introducing yourselves and 
welcoming them to Sullivan and 

our congregation!!
Mike & Beth Fender

1640 S. Lynnwood Dr.
Decatur, Illinois 62521

WOMEN’S LIFE GROUP NOTICE

STARTING TUESDAY JUNE 4TH

The Women’s Life Group will have their meetings on Tuesdays at 3:00 pm
each week.  Hoping this time is more convenient for everyone. 

This group is open to all women in the church and everyone is welcome to attend. 



THANK HEAVENS FOR 
THE COOKIE LADIES

UMW

The United Methodist Women want to thank those ladies in the church who 
can always be counted on to provide delicious cookies for funeral dinners 
and special events.  We won’t try to list all the names, but there are more 
than a few who graciously offer a wide variety of tasty homemade treats. 
Please know that your time, effort, and expense are much appreciated. 
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4G Testimony

It was the last Wednesday night of our 4G program before we break for summer. There were 
other events happening that night as well. One event in particular was a fun night specially 

designed for kids. One dedicated church family planned to surprise their kids by taking them to 
this special event. As the mother announced the surprise to the kids their reaction caught her 
by surprise. “But we go to church on Wednesday night” they said. The mother explained to 
them that this was true but something special was happening tonight and it was okay to do 

something different. Unconvinced the kids repeated their original issue “But we go to church on 
Wednesday night”. “But there will be really fun things to do there!” the mother responded. To 
her shock they replied “But we already have fun at church. We want to go to church!” As they 

loaded up in the family car the kids got their wish and headed to Sullivan First UMC. 

When I was told about the conversation above it warmed my heart and impacted me deeply in 
a couple ways. One was that our kids are having fun in church! When kids have fun their hearts 
tend to be more open to receive what God is speaking to them. It also means our 4G teachers 
and leaders are doing such a fantastic job creating a welcoming, loving and fun atmosphere for 

our kids!

I pray this warmed your heart the same way it did mine!

-Talin

Kids Corner
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Have questions or concerns? Contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

Culture Shapers - Save the Date

  Our Children’s Ministry is excited to announce 
something new this summer! Instead of a 

traditional Vacation Bible School, we will be 
exploring our God-given identity, gifts, and 

talents through Culture Shapers; our 5 day, 
faith-based creative arts camp! Throughout 

the week the “campers” will have the 
opportunity to participate in music, movement 
and dance, and visual art. We are inviting all 

PreK & elementary aged students to take part 
in this unique event that will cultivate their 

creativity while helping them grow deeper in 
their faith and relationship with God. The dates 
for camp are July 22-26, and the program will 

run from 9-11:30am.

So if you are a parent, a grandparent, or if you 
have a child in your life that you think would 

love to take part in this camp, please save the 
date! More details will be coming very soon 

including registration information and volunteer 
opportunities, so stay tuned!
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Level Up Sunday

Starting June 2 we are graduating or “Leveling 
Up” our Student Ministry! This means all 

students who would be entering a new grade 
this upcoming school year will “Level UP” at the 

beginning of the summer with us. So if your 
child is going to attend middle school for the 
first time in Fall 2019 they will join our Middle 

School Ministry starting on June 2! Here are the 
details you may want to know!

MidHigh meets Sunday Nights 4:15-5:15p
Location: Youth Room (Upstairs next to the 

elevator)

On June 3 will will have a party and games to 
celebrate all our new students! We are praying 

for your students and we hope they can join us!
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Youth Mission Trip

This month our High School youth & 
leaders will be traveling to Osage Nation, 

OK for this year’s Youth Mission Trip! 
Please continue to pray for all of us as 

we prepare!

We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday evening at the following times:

Mid High: 4:15-5:15 p.m. Sunday Evenings
High School: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday Evenings

Thank you for your support!

We wanted to say a very special thank you to 
everyone who has & continues to support our 

Youth Mission Trips! It’s through your 
generosity and prayers that God uses to help 

bring transformation into the lives of our 
students. Thank you again!
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       9:00am Worship &
             Childrens Church
      10:30am Worship
      4:15pm Jr.Hi Youth Grp
      5:30pm Sr.Hi Youth Grp

         
       9:00am Worship &
            Childrens Church
      10:30am Worship
      4:15pm Jr.Hi Youth Grp
      5:30pm Sr.Hi Youth Grp

          
     9:00am Worship &
           Childrens Church
     10:30am Worship
      4:15pm Jr Hi Youth Grp
      5:30pm Sr.Hi Youth Grp

          
    9:00am Worship &
            Childrens Church
   10:30am Worship
    4:15pm Jr. Hi Youth Grp
    5:30pm Sr. Hi Youth Grp

          
 9:00am Worship &
          Childrens Church    
10:30am Worship
 4:15pm Jr.Hi Youth Grp
 5:30pm Sr.Hi Youth Grp

5:30pm Girl Scouts HD
8:00pm AA Meeting

8:00pm AA Meeting

 8:00pm AA Meeting

8:00pm AA Meeting

9:00am Walkin’ with 
Jesus Men’s Life Grp
3:00pm Women’s 
Life Group

9:00am Walkin’ with 
Jesus Men’s Life Grp
1:00pm PMQ Group
3:00pm Women’s 
Life Group

9:00am Walkin’ with 
Jesus Men’s Life Grp
1:00pm Mary Circle
3:00pm Women’s 
Life Group

9:00am Walkin’ with 
Jesus Men’s Life Grp
1:00pm PMQ Group
3:00pm Women’s 
Life Group
6:00pm Trustees

9:45am SMS Book
6:00pn Choir
7:00pm Praise Band
8:00pm AA Meeting

9:45am SMS Book
6:00pn Choir
7:00pm Praise Band
8:00pm AA Meeting

9:45am SMS Book
6:00pn Choir
7:00pm Praise Band
8:00pm AA Meeting

9:45am SMS Book
6:00pn Choir
7:00pm Praise Band
8:00pm AA Meeting

6:00pm Girl Scouts-NF

6:00pm Girl Scouts-NF

Flag Day


