
Messenger
     July 2018



As I write, I am excited, refreshed, and exhausted!  I have just returned from my first Doctor of 
Ministry (D.Min.) intensive.  Over the course of 8 days, I and ten other pastors experienced 
thirteen weeks of doctoral-level classes.  It was stimulating and exhilarating; however, my 
brain is full!

I’ve had several ask about how the D.Min. works.  Well, just after Thanksgiving  a partial book 
list was sent out.  By February of 2018 the book list was complete with a total of fourteen 
books and five articles.  Prior to the first session, I was to have all the material read and 
twelve assignments completed.  There were  also some group discussions via on-line tools.  
It is required that each person attend and participate in all the sessions during the intensive.  
On the back side of the intensive, I have six additional assignments/ projects due at various 
points throughout the fall.  Additionally, I will be receiving the next reading list at some point 
in the fall so I can begin preparing and completing the advance work for the 2019 intensive 
week at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary.

One of the beauties of the D.Min. is that the pastor’s ministry setting is also a part of the 
program!  While there are theoretical components (and a great deal of “book learner” that 
takes place), the emphasis of the D.Min. is on practical, real-world application.  In a very real 
way, the entire congregation is in the D.Min. program with me!  I will be developing and  
implementing projects, and writing up reviews.  I will need folks willing to participate!  I am 
also supposed to have a group that prays for and meets with me throughout the course of the 
D.Min.

This D.Min. is entitled: “Revitalizing The Church And Its Mission.”  The first year’s emphasis 
has been on  “Revitalizing of the Pastor as Leader: Personal & Pastoral 
Leadership”--Redeeming the Routines for Revitalizing Ministry and Life; Rethinking Pastoral 
Identity, Style, & Effectiveness.  Year two is going to emphasis ‘revitalizing the congregation.’  
In addition, a coach and I will meet twice a month, and I also now have a Spiritual Director.

As we start our 10th year together, I want to be the pastor God is calling me to be and that 
you all deserve.  I’ve been told that the sooner I choose the topic/area for my final 
dissertation, the higher the likelihood of finishing the D.Min.  Currently, my working title is: 
“Watching Over One Another In Love: Leading Church Staff & Groups in a Wesleyan Way.”

I look forward to being on this journey together as we experience and share the love of Christ 
with everyone God brings into our lives!  Have a safe and fun fourth! Our Summer Sermon 
Series is “Fruit Of The Spirit.”  Great things are happening at Sullivan First UMC!!!

Pastor Ponderings

Church Finances
May Receipts: $22,059

May Disbursements: $27,346

            Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the August Newsletter 

is Monday, July 16
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Last Month Review

Softball schedule

Jim and I want to thank our church family for the 
many prayers, calls, cards, and expressions of 
concern while I was in the hospital and after coming 
home. Your support by word or deed  hastened my 
recovery and  made a difficult time so much easier. 
 Ann Wheeler

Church League Softball Schedule
Date Time Diamond Opponent
June 24 -- 1:15pm North Elim Springs

       3:45pm    North      Vineyard
July 1 --  No games
July 8   --  2:30 pm   North       New Life
July 15 --   1:15pm   Middle     Solid Rock

        2:30pm    Middle    First Christian
July 22 --  2:30pm North Atwood 1st Bapt.
July 29 -- 1:15pm Middle Faith Lutheran
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2018 Annual Illinois Great Rivers Conference Report

   Clergy and Lay Representatives of each church or charge gathered in Peoria, lL again this year for the yearly 
business and celebration of events.
   Workshops led the scheduled activities. We were offered sessions on The Way Forward, Community Ministry and 
Ministry with the Poor, Respectful Conversations, and Greening the Church. I attended the Greening the Church 
workshop. Anyone interested in the details, please contact me.
   Good news for our congregation is that we continue to have Charliam Renner as our pastor.
   30 pastors retired this year, including In-Sook Hwang, who was a former District Superintendent of our Iroquois 
District. We celebrated the completed mission of 50 clergy and 7 former lay members to annual conference who have 
gone to their heavenly reward.
   4 Elders and one Deacon were ordained. 7 Provisional Elders and one deacon were commissioned. Also celebrated 
a young women from our conference to do 2 years of mission work in Europe.
   After July 1st you can check the IGRC website if you are interested in where a clergy person has been assigned for 
the coming 2018/2019 year.
   Bishop Beard’s initiative continues to be Our Conference Our Kids. Goal of $2.5 Million to establish a fund to pay 
salaries for the Chaplains at our children’s Institutes in IGRC. Did you know we have 5 organizations to provide 
homes and healthy living? Cunningham Children’s Home in Urbana and Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in 
East St Louis are two we as a congregation are most familiar with. Also in our conference are Baby Fold in Normal, 
Chaddock in Quincy and Spero Family Services in Mt Vernon/Southern Illinois area! This organization have become 
partially supported over the years by the Illinois government funds for child care but does not pay for simple Spiritual 
Guidance. That’s where we step up and make the Love, Hope and Faith of the United Methodist Church available to 
them. Anyone wishing to contribute to this can write a check to our church putting OCOK in memo line.
   UMCOR recognized IGRC as being in the top 10 UMC conferences to support International Disaster Response and 
in Top 10 in consistently sending missionaries to the world through our financial contributions. UMCOR currently has 
350 missionaries in 60 countries. 100 of these missionaries are young adults. They also support missions in 125 
countries. All missions are listed on their website.
   A balanced budget was voted approved. Officers and Committee Members voted in.
   A Legislative Item approved was to encourage each church to conduct an energy audit and to form a Green Team. 
Anyone interested in joining the Green Team, contact me for details.
   A Legislative Item approved was to combine Deaf and Hard of Hearing with Disability Concerns committee.
   No change was made to the amount recommended for clergy pension but the health insurance allotment increased 
by 16%.
   The following Churches in our conference discontinued and celebrated their completion of mission: Bath, Brooklyn 
and Hamburg in LaMoine River District; Cisne and Nye Chapel in Kaskaskia River District; and Clay’s Prairie in 
Embarras River District.
   Among the reports approved were the Advance Specials and Five Star Challenge. This 6 page report list the 
requirements for a church to receive 5 Star status:

1. Pay 100% of your Conference Apportionments
2. Giving to GBGM Missionary Salary Support
3. Give to at least three Special Sunday Offerings
4. Give to one or more General or UMCOR Advance
5. Give to one or more IGRC Advance Special
6. Our church made the list of 5 Star churches this year.

I have the list of giving opportunities if anyone is interested in helping make the list again next year.
Report respectfully submitted by Susan Connor, 
  Lay representative to Annual Conference
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Stay in the Know

● Children’s church during 9am service; nursery available during 9am and 10:30am services.

●  SullivanFirst has developed a special worship experience for kids pre-K through 4th 
grade. Children are invited to participate during the Awaken Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday!

Have questions or concerns? Contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

VBS at Babylon!

It’s time to register for Vacation Bible 
School! This year's theme is Ancient 

Babylon, where we will meet Daniel and his 
friends during their time in captivity. Our 

dates this year will be Monday, July 16th - 
Friday, July 20th, and the program will run 
from 9am-11am. Children from PreK (3 yr 

olds) thru 4th grade are all welcome! 

To register for VBS please contact Miranda 
Crow at missranda5@gmail.com
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For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday evening at the following times:

Mid High: 4:15-5:15 p.m. Sunday Evenings
High School: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday Evenings

The Rescue Bible Study
SullivanFirst Student Ministry halfway 

through our year-long series called “The 
Rescue”. We have been discovering 

how the Gospel rescues and redeems 
us. We invite all Students to come and 
join us upstairs in the Youth Room on 

Sunday nights! See times below.
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