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Youth Corner

216 W. Jefferson St.
Sullivan, IL 61951

Phone: (217) 728-4436
Email: office@sullivanfirstumc.com

Office Hours: Mon–Fri 8am–1pm
www.sullivanfirstumc.com

We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday 
evening at the following times:

Mid High (5th-8th grade): 4:15-5:15 p.m. 
Sunday Evenings

High School(9th-12th grade): 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Sunday Evenings

July Updates

For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

Did you know our Youth Group post regular 
updates on Facebook? Join one of the following 
groups to stay up-to-date on what’s happening!

Mid High (5th-8th grade): 
Sullivan First UMC JH Youth

High School(9th-12th grade): 
Sullivan First UMC HS Youth



216 W. Jefferson St.
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Phone: (217) 728-4436
Email: office@sullivanfirstumc.com

Office Hours: Mon–Fri 8am–1pm
www.sullivanfirstumc.com

Stay in the Know

● SullivanFirst has developed a special worship experience for kids pre-K through 4th grade. 
Children are invited to participate during the Awaken Service at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday! 

Nursery is available during 9am service.

● Our Christian Education program called 4G runs on Wednesdays evenings at 6pm during the 
school year. Children’s Christian classes and adult opportunities are available.

For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

Kids Corner

Kids Church

 Due to COVID we are still in the 
process of discerning how reintroduce 

Kids Ministry in the safest and most 
sustainable way. Join our Kids Church 
Ministry Facebook group to get more 

regular updates.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/355312191635936/

July Updates

https://www.facebook.com/groups/355312191635936/


               Looking Back
                                          By Janet Roney              

Looking Back
Our Church Family Rootes...Rev. Amos and Hope Prentice

When Rev. James Graham left the Shelbyville Circuit in 1833, he had brought the personal discipline of Methodism 
to the settles living in the chaotic environment of the frontier Coles, Moultrie and Shelby area.  They needed it to get through 
the sickness, hunger, and deaths they experienced during the tragic Winter of the Deep Snow in 1830-31, the cholera 
epidemic in 1832, and a wet summer in 1833 that caused an outbreak of malaria.  Rev. Amos Prentice, who followed Graham 
on the Shelbyville Circuit, was the right man at the right time, for his sweet sympathetic spirit was in “much demand for funeral 
sermons and at the sick bed.”

In reviewing our Sullivan church’s history and the two decades leading up to its formation in 1846, we have often been 
blessed with ministers who came at the right time.  The evangelism of families like the Sawyers, Harts, Grahams, and 
Prentices planted the seeds of the faith that are still producing fruit.  

Amos Prentice’s father, John O. Prentice, was a committed Methodist when he moved his family to the Methodist 
community of Turkey Hill, Illinois from New York in 1816.  His son, Amos, was twelve years old.  The “Daniel Boone of 
Methodism”, Rev. Jesse Walker, was living at Turkey Hill at that time. Walker was a power house of Methodist evangelism 
who began Methodism in Illinois and Missouri, and licensed Peter Cartwright to preach.  He was also the first to take 
Methodism to the village of Chicago. 

Walker must have noted Amos Prentice when Amos was converted at a camp meeting at nearby Union Grove in 1825, 
for he hired Amos Prentice when Amos was converted at a camp meeting at nearby Union Grove in 1825, for he hired Amos 
to teach Potawatomi Indian children in his Methodist mission he had established near Ottawa in 1827.  Amos was forced to 
resign due to ill health shortly before the school closed a year later when the Indians began moving west.  The Ottawa Indian 
mission converted many in the tribe, causing them to remain neutral during the Black Hawk War in 1832.

In 1829, Amos married and ran a store a few months before his young wife died.  After he was licensed to preach by 
Peter Cartwright, he served two circuits until h e got sick again.  He located at Decatur with his new wife, Hope Henderson, 
went into business again, then returned to active ministry in 1833 when he followed Rev. James Graham on the Shelbyville 
Circuit.  When his health broke again, he located at Shelbyville and opened a store to support his growing family of eventually 
ten children. He also partnered with another Methodist minister, Reuben B. Ewing, who operated a store at the new town of 
Nelson in Moultrie county.  When the Panic of 1837 hit, he was bankrupted; but he was the only merchant in Shelbyville who 
eventually paid his creditors in full. 

Hope Henderson Prentice was a “modest and retiring woman” (Rev. James Wollard), but she became a powerful force 
when she was “impressed by the Holy Ghost” at a successful revival at Shelbyville in February of 1843.  She rose to her feet 
“with her babe in her arms and moved down to the rear of the congregation and then stopped and began to exhort Owen 
Prentice her brother-in-law, a backslider.  Her words seemed to melt his heart.  He wept...tears of bitter anguish.  He rose 
from his seat, weeping and trembling, came to the altar and was converted.” Night after night, she quietly exhorted whole 
families of the convicted to come forward, including many town leaders and her husband’s youngest brother, William S. 
Prentice.  William left his work in state and national government to become a Methodist minister, a Doctor of Divinity, and a 
presiding elder (the district superintendent of the day) where Leaton says he “did his most successful work in the cause of the 
Redeemer.”

While his brothers and father were Democrats, Amos was a strong abolitionist and Whig, who helped nominate William 
Henry Harrison at the state Whig convention in 1840.  When the Methodist Church, divided nationally over slavery in 1844, 
Prentice said “this is the entering wedge for the freedom of the slave, and will never cease until the work is accomplished.  I 
shall not live to see it, but I would love to come back 50 years hence and see how the battle wages, for it will end in civil war.”

Amos and Hope Prentice moved with his family to Sullivan in 1846 where he was a local preacher when our church was 
organized.  Prentice died in the home of his brother, Rev. William S. Prentice, in Shelbyville in 1849 at the age of 44.  His last 
words were, “I am going home.  I hear the blest spirits on the other shore.”  The Sullivan Methodist Church was blessed to 
have such an outstanding, faithful couple among its founders.   

Look for the next continued story in August Newsletter. By Janet Roney
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◄ Jun 2020 July  2020 Aug 2020 ►

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
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OFFICE CLOSED
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9:30  Awaken Service

11:00  Heritage Service
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9:00 Walkin’ w Jesus

9:00 Women’s Group
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9:30  Awaken Service

11:00  Heritage Service
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9:00 Walkin’ w Jesus

9:00 Women’s Group
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9:30  Awaken Service

11:00  Heritage Service
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9:00 Walkin’ w Jesus

9:00 Women’s Group
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9:30  Awaken Service

11:00  Heritage Service
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9:00 Walkin’ w Jesus

9:00 Women’s Group

 

29
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If you have a group that would like to start back meeting in the church, please contact the 
office for availability, so we can get you back on the calendar.   Thanks

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/June-2020
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/August-2020

