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   I have been experiencing God’s Spirit and presence in increasing ways this past fall and 
winter.  I am hungry to know God more, and I am passionate about helping folks enter into 
relationship with God and others...as well as grow in their current relationships with God and 
others.  I long for as many as possible to experience God in their daily lives like I do!
   One way to foster our spiritual growth and development as a community of faith in 2019 will be 
via reading through the New Testament.  The New Testament is MUCH shorter than the Old 
Testament, and other than a couple of places there are also significantly fewer names!!  So, I am 
inviting folks to commit to a reading schedule with me that will enable us to read the New 
Testament in 365 days (keep in mind that most New Testament reading plans are only 30-40 
days).  We’ll read approximately 5 minutes a day as a spiritual discipline.
    Additionally, I am setting up a closed FaceBook group for our Reading Through the New 
Testament challenge.  I know schedules are full and people are busy.  My hope is that the 
FaceBook group will function much like a “virtual small group.”  Folks will be able to post, share, 
and discuss about what they are reading and what they have heard/sensed God saying to them 
through the readings.
   I am also hopeful that others will choose to form a group to discuss what they are reading, 
encourage one another in the New Testament Reading challenge, and in all sorts of of ares of 
their lives.  We are made in the image of our Creator.  We are built and designed for community. 
   Therefore, my sermon series in January is going to centering around this very aspect of our 
lives and God’s design.  We are going to talk about Friends...why we need them and how to be 
them!  Community is how God has chosen to grow and mature His followers.  I invite and 
encourage you to be praying about being a part of worship in January, joining in with the 2019 
New Testament Reading challenge, and being a part of a group--virtually through FaceBook or in 
person.  Sign-ups to receive the reading plan and to be invited into the FaceBook group will be 
coming soon.  You will be free to (actually encouraged to) read the respective daily installments 
in whatever translation you choose, and in whatever format you choose.  Some of you will want 
to use a Bible you own.  Others have a Bible you like on your phone or another reading device.  
If you’d like to purchase a new Bible, please feel free to contact me and I would be happy to 
help you select a version that may best meet your needs!  Keep in mind that various apps and 
websites will also read the verses to you so you will be able to listen to God’s Word if that is 
helpful.
   I am excited to see and experience how the Holy Spirit will be moving in and through us in 
2019!  I am SO looking forward to growing closer to you all and journeying together for another 
year!

--Pastor Renner

Pastor Ponderings

Church Finances
November Receipts: $27,913

November Disbursements: $27,562

            Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the February 

Newsletter is Tuesday,January  15
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LIBRARY UPDATE

 Usher Training                                                                   Sat., Jan. 19
           &                                                                                     8 a.m.
Greeter Training

Current Ushers & Greeters are expected to attend…
Anyone wanting to be an Usher and/or Greeter is invited!

We’ll cover procedures, expectations, & emergency preparedness!!
[If you want to be a part, but are unable to attend, 

please contact the church office]

You are invited to join Pastor Renner & your Sullivan First Church Family in reading 
through the New Testament during 2019.  Sign-Up on the back of the Connect Card 

on the Sunday Bulletin or call the church office!  You can read from any translation you 
choose.  And a FaceBook Group is being formed (please let the office know if you’d 

like to be invited to join the FaceBook Group) to encourage one another, post 
questions, and share what you are learning and/or hearing God say to you throughout 

the process!  It is a great way to stay connected and grow in your faith!!
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Stay in the Know

● SullivanFirst has developed a special worship experience for kids pre-K through 4th grade. 
Children are invited to participate during the Awaken Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday! 
Nursery is available during 9am and 10:30am services.

For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

Kids Corner Updates

Our Christian Education program called 
4G runs on Wednesday evenings at 
5:45pm. Children’s Christian classes 
and adult opportunities are available. 
4G Classes will resume after the new 

year on January 9th.
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We invite all Youth to come and join us 
Sunday evening at the following times:

Mid High (5th-8th grade): 4:15-5:15 p.m. 
Sunday Evenings

High School(9th-12th grade): 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Sunday Evenings

We are going bowling! On Sunday January 13 our Youth 
Group will be bowling at Mattoon Bowling Lanes. 
Afterwards we will stop by Freddy’s for dinner. The cost is 
$10 which covers both bowling and the meal. See full event 
details below:

Where: Mattoon Bowling Lanes
Date: 1/13/2019
Time: 3:30p-6pm
Cost: $10

January Activities
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We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday evening at the following times:

Mid High (5th-8th grade): 4:15-5:15 p.m. Sunday Evenings
High School(9th-12th grade): 5:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday Evenings

On December 9th our Youth Group went to 
spread God’s love and Christmas cheer to 
the residents of Sullivan Healthcare. Our 
middle school and high school students 
played Bingo with residents. Afterwards we 
all gathered together joined by our Heritage 
Choir and sang Christmas carols. We had 
so much fun singing that the residents 
joined in and sang along! Many of the youth 
commented to me afterwards that they 
would love to come back and do something 
like this again.

One of the things that personally impacted 
me was the contrast in the faces of the 
residents as we arrived to when we started 
singing. Many of them were expressionless 
and disengaged with the world around 
them. When we started singing the 
transformation was striking. Faces lit up, 
smiles appeared and happiness and 
warmth filled many there. I’m proud of our 
kids for their warmth and kindness to all 
those we spent time with. But I’m filled with 
joy seeing so many touched by a simple 
moment of caroling. May we never 
underestimate the power of simply 
spending time & loving on those often 
overlooked. 

-Talin

Recap of December Service Project
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For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday evening at the following times:

Mid High (5th-8th grade): 4:15-5:15 p.m. Sunday Evenings
High School(9th-12th grade): 5:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday Evenings

Recap of December Service Project

Caroling with the residents 
and Heritage Choir

Heading home after 
a great time of 

BINGO and caroling.
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