
SULLIVAN FIRST 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MESSENGER 

JANUARY 2021 



 
       

  

. 
  
 

….from the PASTOR’S  

Desk            

 

From the Pastor’s Desk, 
 

Matthew 4:12-17 Common English Bible 
 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John was arrested, he went 
to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and settled in Capernaum, 
which lies alongside the sea in the area of Zebulun and 
Naphtali. 14 This fulfilled what Isaiah the prophet said: 15 Land 
of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, alongside the sea, across 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, 16the people who lived in 
the dark have seen a great light, and a light has come upon 
those who lived in the region and in shadow of death.[a] 

17 From that time Jesus began to announce, “Change your 
hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!” 

  

The prophet Isaiah wrote, “people who walk in dark-
ness have seen a great light.” John’s Gospel records: The 
light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not over-
come it. Thus, we come together to sing again the words: 
Yet, in thy dark street shineth the everlasting light. History 
records for us an interesting footnote.  

It was during the dark winter of 1864. At Petersburg, 
Virginia, the Confederate army of Robert E. Lee faced the 
Union divisions of General Ulysses S. Grant. The war was 
now three and a half years old and the glorious charge had 
long since given way to the muck and mud of trench war-
fare. Late one evening one of Lee's generals, Major Gen-
eral George Pickett, received word that his wife had given 
birth to a beautiful baby boy. Up and down the line the 
Southerners began building huge bonfires in celebration of 
the event. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A12-17&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23225a


These fires did not go unnoticed in the Northern 
camps and soon a nervous Grant sent out a reconnais-
sance patrol to see what was going on. The scours re-
turned with the message that Pickett had had a son and 
these were celebration fires. It so happened that Grant and 
Pickett had been contemporaries at West Point and knew 
one another well, so to honor the occasion Grant, too, or-
dered that bonfires should be built. 

What a peculiar night it was. For miles on both sides 
of the lines, fires burned. No shots fired. No yelling back 
and forth. No war fought, only light celebrating the birth of 
a child. But it didn't last forever. Soon the fires burned 
down and once again the darkness took over—the dark-
ness of the night and the darkness of war. 

The good news of Christmas is that in the midst of a 
deep darkness there came a light, and the darkness was 
not able to overcome that light. It was not just a temporary 
flicker. It was an eternal flame. We need to remember that. 
There are times, in the events of the world and in the 
events of our own personal lives, that we feel that the light 
will be snuffed out. But the Christmas story affirms that 
whatever happens, the light still shines. 
  

Remember, you are loved beyond measure and blessed 
beyond belief, 
Pastor Mike 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MY NEW YEAR’S WISH FOR YOU 

If I could have a New Year’s wish, yes if such things could be. 

There are some things  I’d wish for that are just for you and me. 

I know I’d wish when you wake up the  New Year’s Day to start, 

you’d find yourself a-smiling from peace within your heart. 

And I would wish your mind at peace as you think about this 

next new year. And freedom from all worries, and freedom 

from all fears. 

And I would wish you joyfulness and strength to reach your goal 

and deep, abiding peacefulness, and wellness in you soul. 

I know I may not get my wish, but if I could-it’s true-a deep, 

abiding heart-felt peace is my New Year’s wish for you. 

Wishing you a Happy, Healthy, and Blessed New Year 

…..from Cindy’s desk 
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UMW Closes 2020 and Looks Forward to 2021 

 Because the entire membership of th United Methodist 

Women could not meet due to COVID restrictions, the officers 

met in mid-December to complete end-of-year busi-

ness.”Concepts of mission” is a key phrase from the UMW  Pur-

pose statement and guid3es members as they decide which or-

ganizations and worthy causes to fund. 

 For 2021 the following groups and the amount of fund-

ing  provided to each are as follows: 

Lessie Bates Neighborhood House  $500 

                       Cunningham Children’s Home         $500 

                       Sullivan Ministerial Association       $500 

                       Unit District #300 School Lunches   $500 

 UMW is hoping that in 2021 we can return to those ac-

tivities that provide fellowship and service to our church and 

community. Thank you to all who have continued to support us  

each and every year. 



  

The United Methodist Women wish to thank all who par-

ticipated in the Advent Calendar drive for the Food Pan-

try. Your generous contributions will help the pantry to 

continue its’ mission in Moultrie County. 

 

  

All creatures great and small 

God created them all 

Thank you God 



 

 Thank you to every one who contrib-

uted to bring toys to Cunningham Chil-

dren’s Home this year! As we unloaded the 

toys the staff was visibly moved. The direc-

tors spoke with me about how Covid has 

negatively impacted Christmas this year 

and how they were so grateful to our con-

gregation for their sacrificially giving to 

help the struggling kids. Your generosity is 

making an impact. 

…..by Talin Crow 



Youth Corner 

 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-1pm 

www.sullivanfirstumc.com 

Phone: (217 ) 728-4436 

E-mail: office@sullivanfirstumc.com 

216 W. Jefferson St. Sullivan, Il. 61951 

New updates for Youth coming in February newsletter 

Mid High (5th-8th grade): Sullivan First UMC JH Youth 

High School (9th-12th grade): Sullivan First UMC HS 

Youth 
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