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   This past week while exercising, I began to think about my second place state 
medal in the 800m (or half mile).  The year was 1985, and I came in second by 
three-hundredths of a second.  I was in the first heat and won it decisively.  The guy 
who took first was in the second heat (the “fast” heat).  What I discovered was that 
my best opportunity to be a state champion was potentially lost a week or so 
earlier.
   You see, I was by far the fastest 800m person in my region, and at my sectional 
meet.  So the day of the sectional meet to qualify for state, I chose to set a pace 
and not “kick” (or speed) up at the end.  I won my race by almost half a lap that 
day.  Not too bad of a feat considering the half-mile is only two laps.
    My reason for saving the energy was because I was to also run the anchor leg of 
the 4x200 relay right after and that race was going to be much closer.  I wanted my 
friends to get to go to state with me.  So, I held back in the 800m.  However, what I 
did not know at the time was that my time at the sectional determined what heat I 
would run in at state.  Unfortunately, my time put me as the third fastest in the 
“slow” heat.
    So, this week as I was running, I began reflecting on whether or not I would have 
made the same choice if I had known I was choosing between being a state 
champion or having friends share the experience of a state track meet with me.  I’d 
like to think that I would of, but I am in a different place in my life at 48 then I was in 
8th grade….
    My point is that we all make choices everyday.  Sometimes we know what we are 
choosing, and sometimes we only think we know what we are choosing.  I think 
Esau faced the same choice in Genesis when he sold his birthright to his brother, 
Jacob, for a bowl of stew.  He thought he was choosing to fill his stomach.  He did 
not fully realize at the time what he was choosing to give up.
    Later in February, delegates from around the world will meet in St. Louis at a 
Special Called General Conference.  My prayer is that they are truly clear on what 
they are choosing...and what they may be choosing to give up.  Please keep the 
General Conference, and our congregation in prayer.  We are all in God’s hands, 
and there really is no better place to be!  Amen.

--Pastor Renner

Pastor Ponderings

Church Finances
December Receipts: $29,013

December Disbursements: $29,238

            Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the March

 Newsletter is Friday,February  15
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LIBRARY UPDATE
Dave Bratton Piano Concert
February 17 @ 3:00 p.m.
In the church sanctuary
A free will offering will be taken for 
the Shriners Children’s Hospital

Boy Scout 
Appreciation Sunday

Sunday, February 10, 2019

Join SullivanFirst in celebrating Boy Scouts of America!
All active boy scouts & leaders in attendance 

at the 9 a.m. “ Awaken” Worship Service 
will be recognized by name and receive a gift! 

There will be a showing of the 1981 television miniseries: Masada, starring Peter 
O'Toole and Peter Strauss, on Saturday, February 9th beginning at 1pm. All are 

invited for a day of fellowship and fun. Masada is an ancient stone fortress in Israel, 
located high above the Dead Sea on a tall, rocky mesa. It is the site of the Jews last 
stand against the Romans after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. The FUMC group that 
traveled to the Holy Land several years ago went to this location and have verbalized 
a desire to see this miniseries. All are welcome, but be forewarned the mini-series is 

6 1/2 hours long! It will be shown on the large screen in the fellowship hall. 
Attendees are asked to bring in soup, snacks, sandwiches, etc to share amongst all. 

Please see Don Schmidgall for further information.



Thanks to All Who Supported UMW Christmas Bake Sale
The annual UMW Christmas bake sale was a success because so many people

contributed to the cause! Thank you for baking cookies, pies, cakes, and breads, making
candies, jellies, and craft items, and shopping and buying these items made with love. Your
contributions will help a child at Cunningham Children's Home, an elderly person at Lessie

Bates Neighborhood House, an abused woman in Moultrie County through Dove, and a
hungry 1st grader who receives snacks in Mary's Weekend Food Bags. These and so many 

other missions are supported by this bake sale. Your generosity is appreciated!

A Special Ministry: Funeral Dinners
        The UMW funeral dinner committee wants to thank everyone who has helped in some way with 
our funeral dinners. Whether you baked a cake or cookies, made a Jello salad, set up tables or washed 
pots and pans, you were “going where Jesus goes, and doing what Jesus does.” Grieving families so 
appreciate this time of fellowship with family members and friends; however, it would not be possible 
without the generosity of our church family. If this is a ministry that speaks to you, please let a UMW 

member know you would like to participate. All are welcome
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The following are among the books that have been donated to our library.
 
Scarlett (The sequel to Gone With the Wind) by Alexandra Ripley
Bus Nine to Paradise by Leo Buscaglia
Family by Karen Kingsbury
Forgotten Recipe by Amy Clipson
 
There are more that are shelved on the New Book shelf just inside the library door.  The new books 
that have been purchased for the 2019 Reading Program are on the book shelf on the west wall.  
The orange sheets to record your reading for this program are available on this same book shelf.  If 
you have any questions concerning The Reading Program, please feel free to call me at 728-8209 or 
246-3534.  Anyone is welcome to participate.  Keep on reading!
 
Lois Shuman  

LIBRARY UPDATE

The SFUMC staff would like to thank the 
congregation for the Christmas gifts, & your 
continued commitment to build Christ’s 
Kingdom.  It is an honor to serve with you!
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Kids Church

  SullivanFirst has developed a special 
worship experience for kids pre-K 

through 5th grade. Children are invited 
to participate during the Awaken 
Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday!

Stay in the Know

● SullivanFirst has developed a special worship experience for kids pre-K through 4th grade. 
Children are invited to participate during the Awaken Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday! 
Nursery is available during 9am and 10:30am services.

● Our Christian Education program called 4G runs on Wednesdays evenings at 5:45pm. 
Children’s Christian classes and adult opportunities are available.

Have questions or concerns? Contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com



Youth Corner
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For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday evening at the following times:

Mid High (5th-8th grade): 4:15-5:15 p.m. Sunday Evenings
High School(9th-12th grade): 5:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday Evenings

SullivanFirst High School Students will be 
heading to Troy IL on February 22-24 for Fire Up 
Conference at Harvest Church. If your high 
schooler is interested in coming please RVSP 
with Talin by January 27.

February Activities

SullivanFirst Youth Group (Midhigh & Senior High) 
will be going to see LEGO MOVIE 2 in theaters on 

February 10. Time is TBA since movie times 
haven’t been released yet. It is FREE to attend 

Please RSVP by February 3 if your student plans 
on attending. 
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