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When you look at a snowman, it’s 
three snowballs round. He is 

reminding you that in God, three in 
one is found.

The bottom reminds us of God the 
Father. He is our strong rock and 
foundation, creator of all living 

things, people, tribes and nations.
The middle shows us God the Son 

with his arms spread open wide who 
died on the cross for each of us. Our 

sins Jesus’ blood did hide.
The head reminds us of God the Holy 

Spirit who is our counselor and 
friend. He speaks to our hearts and 

minds, transforming us into the 
likeness of him.

So in the midst of wintertime fun, a 
snowman you do see is a loving 
reminder of the Blessed Trinity.

A Christmas Prayer
Loving Father, help us remember 
the birth of Jesus, that we may 
share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds 

and the wisdom of the wise 
man.  Close the door of hate and 

open the door of love all over 
the world.  Let kindness come 

with every gift and good desires 
with every greeting.  Deliver us 
from evil by the blessing which 

Christ brings, and teach us to be 
merry with clean hearts.  May 

the Christmas morning make us 
happy to be Thy children, and 

the Christmas evening bring us 
to our beds with grateful 

thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Merry Christmas 
from 

the Yoders!



The following book has recently been donated to our library.

Just Like Jesus by Max Lucado

For those of you who are participating in The Reading Program, your 
record of books that you have read in 2020 should be turned in to me by 

the end of the year.  I have received the books for 2021, and they will be on 
the shelves soon.  Thank you so much to all who supported The Reading 

Program this year!  Keep on reading!

Library Update
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Our Beginnings—Losing a Few Noble Men

"You weren't baptized!" said my little friend while sipping her cherry Kool-aid at cookie break.
"I was, too! I was baptized when I was a baby." My chocolate chip cookie crumbled in my hand.

"Babies can't be baptized. You ain't a Christian until you've been dunked like I was."
This two thousand year old debate over Christian doctrine had just become personal at Bible School at 

Jonathan Creek Christian Church, which I was attending to be with my school friends. Why didn't Christ tell us 
how much water to use at baptism? It would have saved Christians a lot of trouble.

I can just hear those old anti-Methodist arguments. "Those Methodists are just two steps away from being 
Papists. Papists believe in infant baptism." It didn't matter that Methodists accept all forms of baptism with 

confirmation when the believer is of age. Yes, our denomination used to be the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and arose in the Church of England in the 1700s, which, in turn, broke away from the Catholic Church in the 

1600s so King Henry VII could get a divorce... remember?
"And...they're just a bunch of teetotalers. They think drinking alcohol is the source of all evil. What's a fellow to 
do with the extra corn he raises on his farm? You make whiskey, put it in barrels, load 'm in wagons, and carry 
it over to the Wabash at Terre Haute to ship south. Or one of those saloons on Sod-Corn Row in Sullivan will 
buy it. That's cold hard cash. And besides, water isn't safe to drink. And, if booze was so bad, why did Christ 

turn water into wine at that wedding?"
It wasn't easy to be or remain a Methodist on the frontier...especially since the Baptists, Presbyterians, and that 

new faith called "Campbellites", "Disciples of Christ", or "Christian" were busy winning souls to Christ, too. 
(The Baptists started the first church in the county down in Whitley Township along Lynn Creek, followed 

closely by the Presbyterians in Marrowbone, the Okaw Church or Lovington Christian, and Smyser Christian 
Church in Whitley.)

Rev. James Leaton mentions losses of early Methodist evangelists to the Disciples of Christ in his history of the 
Sullivan Circuit. This new faith believed that all denominations should unite and restore the practices of the 

original Christian church. Rev. James Patterson was a Revolutionary War veteran, preacher, and teacher, who 
was active in the Methodist classes southwest of Sullivan near his home along Asa Creek. He left our 

denomination after the Methodists suspended his preacher's license when he demanded the repayment of a 
debt owed to him by a fellow Methodist. By 1840, his son, Levi, was holding Campbellite meetings in his home 

on the east side of Asa Creek which became the Sullivan Christian Church. The Pattersons and their 
descendants were not our only loss to the Christians.

Nicholas. S. Bastion, the. Presiding Elder when the Sullivan Circuit was created in 1846, also went over to the 
Christian Church. He was converted at a revival led by Barton Randle while he was teaching at Lebanon, IL in 
the late 1820s, and was soon licensed to preach for the Methodists. While preaching at a revival at Shelbyville 
led by Samuel H. Thompson, "his trumpet-like voice...got hold of their consciences...many were struck down 
and cried for mercy...and at least a hundred were converted to God." He became obsessed with becoming a 

missionary to China, but a fellow preacher took him riding one day to a high spot on the prairie, and, while 
pointing over the land, said, "This is your China."

Soon, however, Bastion was sent to Liberia, Africa, where he completely bankrupted the young Methodist 
mission, and where he lost his wife and child to an African fever. After he returned, he was prostrated by grief 

for a time. He left the Methodists to become first a Baptist, then a popular Christian evangelist. He and his 
second wife, Eunice, came to Sullivan, bought the Sullivan academy and ran it as the Bastion Seminary for 

about 6 years until it was also bankrupted. Nevertheless, he brought many hundreds to Christ with his 
powerful, though sometimes eccentric, preaching.

Next, we will begin learning about our noble founders who stayed with us and built our church.

by Janet Roney
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LIBRARY UPDATE

Annual UMW Christmas Bake Sale is Happening!
  

What would the Christmas season be like without a United Methodist 
Women's bake sale?? Unthinkable!

 Be assured that this annual holiday event will take place on Friday, Dec.18, 
from 8:00 to 5:00 in Friendship Hall with just a few changes to ensure everyone's 

safety. What won't change are all of the holiday goodies that everyone has enjoyed 
for years: cookies, breads, cakes, candies, jams and jellies, snack treats, plus 

holiday craft items. We welcome donations from everyone who would like to join in 
this Christmas tradition. 

Mark your calendar and plan to stop by to select items to create Christmas 
baskets and gifts for family and friends. Proceeds from the sale will support 

worthwhile  UMW missions, including Dove, Mary's Weekend Food Bags, and 
Honduras Mission Team, to name just a few.

 All food items will be pre-wrapped for safety and convenience. We ask 
everyone to wear a mask and observe social distancing so that everyone can 

comfortably participate.
 Proceeds from the sale will support worthwhile  UMW missions, including 

Dove, Mary's Weekend Food Bags, and Honduras Mission Team, to name just a 
few. As UMW helps you with your holiday baking, you enjoy the Christmas spirit by 

helping others!



SORRY BUT SALE HAS BEEN POSTPONED FOR NOW
BUT THESE ARE THE ITEMS THAT YOU CAN COLLECT FOR US!!

Home Decorations - wall & table
Home Appliances - good as new kitchen and living spaces
Children’s toys - gently used or new
Jewelry
Collectables
Purses - gently used/new
Infant to size 10 Clothing
Coats - Children through Adult
Boots - Children
Furniture - gently used
Baby Items
Power tools
Sport Equipment
Christmas Decor
NO ADULT CLOTHING/SHOES OR ELECTRONICS

Heart & Hands for Honduras
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Stay in the Know

● Sullivan First has developed a special worship experience for kids pre-K through 4th 
grade. Join our private Facebook group to stay up-to-date on all Kids Church news: 
Sullivan FUMC Kids Ministry

● Our Christian Education program called 4G runs on Wednesdays evenings at 
5:45pm. We’ll resume 4G in 2020.

Check-in System Coming Soon!

We’re really excited to introduce our new 
check-in system when we’re able to start 

phase 2. Whenever Kid’s Church begins you 
as parents/guardians will be able to sign in 
your kids easily and conveniently. Here are 

some quick facts:
● Easy registration, fast sign-in
● Ability to pre-register from mobile app
● Security labels for each child for 

secure pick-up
● Emergency text system

https://www.facebook.com/groups/355312191635936/
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Combined Youth Group:

November 29 , 4-6p ( Worship Fully)
December 6 , 4-6p (Spend less)
DECEMBER  11 (Cunningham Outreach)
December 13 , 4-6p (Give more)
December  20, 4-6p (Love All & Christmas Party)

Each Sunday we'll meet at someone's home, do a video 
discussion about one of the 4 aspects of Advent 
Conspiracy, play a game and eat a meal together. To get all 
the details, join our Facebook groups!
Mid High (5th-8th grade): Sullivan First UMC JH Youth
High School(9th-12th grade): Sullivan First UMC HS Youth

I'm really excited for this December. Advent is an amazing 
time to connect with our faith in deeper ways which is 
exactly why we're participating in Advent Conspiracy. It's a 
movement to get back to the real reason of Christmas. 
That's why the entire month of December we'll be 
combining our Youth Group as one family and connecting 
with the deeper story of Christmas. We'll explore 4 aspects 
of Advent and spend time connecting, serving and having 
fun. Details below. Come conspire with us!

December Activities

https://www.facebook.com/groups/268410496686028
https://www.facebook.com/groups/275957642587657
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