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Romans 8: 38-39:
“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Every so often there is a story that, well, let’s say it sounds like a tall tale.  The other day Beth shared with 
me a story that came off her clergy mom’s Facebook page that meets this definition of “unbelievable”.  A pastor 
from Facebook shared the following story...

Pull up a seat and let me tell ya about my week.  It all started last Sunday.  The air conditioner in the 
fellowship hall had backed up, and flooded the ceiling, which then collapsed and flooded the fellowship hall floor.

For the next few days I stalked my insurance rep, until I reached him.  Then he referred me to a mediator, 
who referred me to a response team.  After making arrangements with them, I got up early Friday morning and 
attempted to remove as much debris and water as I could in the blistering hot swamp of a building.  

The response team was scheduled to come after church today, and I drove to worship rejoicing that the 
nightmare was almost behind me.  But when I got there, something wasn’t right. Why, oh Why, was there an animal 
control van parked by the fellowship hall?  I’ll tell you why.  Because after I went and spent hours mitigating the 
damage, a large raccoon fell through the hole in the ceiling.  He then managed to lock himself in the bathroom and 
turned on the sink. 

Said raccoon panicked once he realized he was locked in a small room filling with water.  The raccoon 
turned into the hulk raccoon.  He flipped over shelves, ripped out the light fixture, broke a pipe beneath the sink, 
and cracked the window.  

Finally, the raccoon in an attempt to crawl out of the window, became hopelessly tangled in the blind.  So, 
one of our church ladies was greeted to an even further flooded fellowship hall and a locked bathroom door this 
morning.  

An AA and NA group uses the fellowship hall for meetings during the week, and the poor dear thought 
someone had gone to the restroom during a meeting and died.  She called for reinforcements to open the door, but 
instead of finding the expected corpse, they were greeted with a very, very unhappy raccoon hanging from the 
window.  It has been quite a week…

Ah, the life of a pastor, I can not help but think, of the challenges we are faced with day by day.  I take 
comfort in the fact that there is nothing that can separate me from God’s love.  I may forget and get frustrated time 
to time; however, that is on me.  God does not change.  God is ever faithful and stands with us despite the 
“raccoons” falling through our ceilings.  Trust, that God loves us more than we can imagine.  When the world put 
tumultuous times in front of us remember, we are loved beyond measure and blessed beyond belief.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Mike

From the Pastor’s Desk…..

Church Finances
June  Receipts: $

June Disbursements: $

            Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the September 

Newsletter is Wednesday, August  15
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   Library Update

Library Update

Some new Bible study materials have
 recently been donated to our church library.

The following studies are an example of what is available.

Too Busy Not to Pray…….by Bill Hybels

Raising Rock-Solid Kids in a Pleasure-Driven World…...by Dr. Kevin Leman

A Disciple’s Path…….by James A. Harnish

Note:
These are located on the book shelf on the west wall above the UMW Reading Program books.  This is 
just a sample of several studies.  These books do not have cards, so feel free to take any of these for 
individual use or group use, and return them in a reasonable amount of time.  I hope you take advantage 
of this new material.   

Keep on reading!!

By Lois Shuman



Upcoming Events - Piano Concert

Dave Bratton Piano Concert Reflects 
on a Family History in Music

Dave Bratton spent the past 56 years playing piano and on 
Sunday August 18th at 3:00 pm he will be playing a piano 
concert at Sullivan First United Methodist Church.  

All donations given at this concert will go to the 
 Honduras Mission Trip Fund. 

Bratton History in Music

Dave Bratton spent the past 56 years playing a piano.  We have listened to him playing 
before and after the 10:30 service each Sunday, but few known the extent of his musical 
background.

He was born in Shelby County and was weaned on music.  His mother Betha Bratton was 
playing fiddle at 13 in her parents band J.L. Milby and the Okay Valley Ridgerunners.  There were 
a popular country band in the 1920s and 30s playing everywhere around.  His mother first picked 
up the fiddle, then taught her brothers to play at 15.  Grandpa played the guitar, Uncle Walt the 
drums, G.B. the banjo and baby brother Jim played piano.  

“I took after Jim,”  Bratton said of the youngest uncle who played piano until he was 93.  “I 
started out on accordion when I was nine.”

He went on to win second place at the State Fair before deciding to follow Uncle Jim to the 
piano bench. 

Dave listened to country piano players such as Floyd Cramer and later expanded into 
gospel music and began playing for surrounding churches.

Although the Okay Valley Ridgerunners didn’t play much after Uncle Walt, the drummer was 
killed in World War II, Bratton’s mother Bertha continued to play.  She went on to become a 
member of the Illinois State Fiddler Players Hall of Fame.

Bratton spent years playing in various bands for spending money while he was working at 
Brach’s Candy and later at Hydro-Gear.  He retired from Walmart in 2014.
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Kids Church

  Sullivan First has developed a special 
worship experience for kids pre-K 

through 5th grade. Children are invited 
to participate during the Awaken 
Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday!

Stay in the Know

● Sullivan First has developed a special worship experience for kids pre-K through 4th grade. 
Children are invited to participate during the Awaken Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday! 
Nursery is available during 9am and 10:30am services.

● Our Christian Education program called 4G runs on Wednesdays evenings at 5:45pm. 
Children’s Christian classes and adult opportunities are available.

Have questions or concerns? Contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com



Youth Corner
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For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday evening at the following times:

Mid High: 4:15-5:15 p.m. Sunday Evenings
High School: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday Evenings

July Recap
Summer is packed here at Youth Group! We had 
a fantastic Progressive Dinner and Mission Trip 
to Pawhuska Oklahoma. Thank you to everyone 
who has volunteered, donated or prayed for us! 

This has all been possible because of you!

Progressive Dinner

Progressive Dinner
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We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday evening at the following times:

Mid High: 4:15-5:15 p.m. Sunday Evenings
High School: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday Evenings

Mission Trip 2019 - Pawhuska, OK



Annual Conference Report
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2019 Lay Member to Annual Conference Report
 of the IGRC UMC Meeting held in Peoria

Three days in Peoria were filled with inspiring messages and stimulating conversation centered around
Let’s Get Fired Up: Hearts Strangely Warmed by the Blaze of the Holy Spirit.  Opening worship service, 
Memorial, Retiree and Ordination Services can still be viewed on your computer, on the IGRC.org website.
Election of our representative to 2020 General Conference began the business of the meeting.  Both Lay 
and Clergy were voted to attend.  Among those elected include Anna Fender and Beth Fender. The 2020
General Conference will be held in Minneapolis, MN.  They will also be attending the North Central 
Jurisdictional Conference in Fort Wayne, IN.

Offerings were taken for Our Conference, Our Kids ($96,735) still short of the $2.5 million goal.  Offering
for the John Kofi Asmah School in West Point, Liberia was $6,704.52.  An offering for the Tom Brown
Scholarship at Wiley College of $7,605.58.  And $8,589.24 offering received for the Bishop’s Ordinand 
Trip to the Holy Lan to assist in cost for those newly ordained in IGRC.

 Presiding Bishop Frank J. Beard gave an outline of the process of local churches disaffiliating with the
conference.  Conference leaders are working toward finalizing the process by Sept. 1, but Beard noted
that the plan passed by the 2019 General Conference and upheld by the Judicial Council is “narrow in
focus, for a specific period of time, for a specific issue” and that the process includes annual conference
and conference trustees’ participation. 

Other business included the health insurance allowance paid to full time pastors by the local church
remains the same as last year.  Minimum pastor salary to increase by 2.25%. This means full-time
local pastors will receive a minimum salary of $40,705. Conference pension funds are fully invested
so no increase is needed for the Clergy Retirement Security Program local contribution of $5,700 for 
full time pastor.

Renovation of the East Bay and Little Grassy UMC camps continue on schedule.  Have you visited the
yet?

2020 IGRC Budget was approved at $12,099,908.  This is a .06% decrease from last year.  This also means
that some budget line items like LBDNH, Baby Fold, Chaddock, and Spero were lowered.  Perhaps there is 
a hope that individual churches will step up to the need.  

14 churches in conference closed this year, including Tower Hill UMC.  30 Pastors retired.  7 Elders ordained, 
3 Provisional Elders and 4 Provisional Deacons were commissioned.

Conference membership is currently 118,681. That is 3,841 less than last year.  Congregational Development is 
putting systems in place to provide training, coaching and assistance to help local churches reach 1,000 new 
people each year with new ministries or existing ministries.  Reach 1000

Reported by Susan Connor First UMC Lay Member to Annual Conference. 
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4:30 pm Girl Scout -NF

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Worship
4:15 pm Jr Hi Youth
5:30 pm Sr Hi Youth

7:00 pm Bookclub
8:00 pm AA Meeting

9:00 am Walking 
      w/Jesus
3:00 pm Women’s 
      Life Group

9:45 SMS Bookclub
1:00 UMW Gen Mtg

6:00 pm Choir
8:00 AA Meeting

4:30 pm Joy Group

8:00 pm AA Meeting 9:00 am Walking 
      w/Jesus
1:00 pm PMQ Grp
3:00 pm Women’s 
      Life Group

9:45 SMS Bookclub

6:00 pm Choir
8:00 AA Meeting

7:00 to 3:00 pm
CEFS Head-start Reg
4:30 pm Joy Group
6:00 pm Girl Scout -NF

1:00 to 7:00
CEFS Head
Start Reg. 

Fellowship Hall - 
     Reserved 
9 am to 1 pm

8:00 pm AA Meeting
9:00 am Walking 
      w/Jesus
1:00 pm Mary Circle
3:00 pm Women’s 
      Life Group

6:00 pm Choir
8:00 AA Meeting 1:00 pm Weekend        

        Food Pack
4:30 pm Joy Group

Honduras Mission 
- Aug 24 thru 31

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Worship
4:15 pm Jr Hi Youth
5:30 pm Sr Hi Youth

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Worship
3:00 pm  Dave Bratton                     
      Piano Concert
4:15 pm Jr Hi Youth
5:30 pm Sr Hi Youth

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Worship
4:15 pm Jr Hi Youth
5:30 pm Sr Hi Youth

1:00 pm Weekend 
        Food Pack
4:30 pm  Joy Group

8:00 pm AA Meeting 9:00 am Walking 
      w/Jesus
1:00 pm PMQ Grp
3:00 pm Women’s 
      Life Group
6:00 Trustee’s Mtg

6:00 pm Choir
8:00 AA Meeting


