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………….From Pastor’s  Desk  
 
John 20:1-10 

              20 Early in the morning of the 
first day of the week, while it was still 
dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had 
been taken away from the tomb. 2 She 
ran to Simon Peter and the other dis-
ciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said, “They have taken the Lord from 
the tomb, and we don’t know where 

they’ve put him.” 3 Peter and the other disciple left to go to the 
tomb. 4 They were running together, but the other disciple ran 
faster than Peter and was the first to arrive at the tomb. 5 Bending 
down to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he 
didn’t go in. 6 Following him, Simon Peter entered the tomb and 
saw the linen cloths lying there. 7 He also saw the face cloth that 
had been on Jesus’ head. It wasn’t with the other clothes but was 
folded up in its own place. 8 Then the other disciple, the one who 
arrived at the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and be-
lieved. 9 They didn’t yet understand the scripture that Jesus must 
rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to the place 
where they were staying. 
  

*** 

  
              There was a story years ago in the Canadian version of the 
Reader's Digest of a large moose that wandered into a residential 
area in Calgary, Canada. The moose ended up on the lawn of a 
 lady named Lorna Cade. 
              A Fish and Wildlife officer was dispatched to try to coax 
the magnificent animal back into the wild. After two hours of abso-
lutely no progress, the officer finally shot the moose with a tran-
quilizer dart. The moose bolted down a lane and eventually col-
lapsed on another nearby lawn. 



 

 

The reporters who had been following this event inter-
viewed the lady at the house where the moose collapsed. They 
asked her what she thought about the moose which had passed out 
on her lawn. "I'm surprised," she answered, "but not as surprised 
as my husband will be. He's out moose hunting." 
              I like surprises, don’t you? If I had to choose one word to 
characterize the reaction of Jesus’ followers that first Easter Sun-
day, it would be, “Surprise!” But maybe we should not be surprised 
at that. After all, it is the most astounding event in human history. 

Only a few will accept the message of Jesus.  Only a few will 
experience the reality of the resurrection.  And only a few will leave 
here and go tell everyone they know, “Jesus is alive!” Will you be 
one of them? 
              -So I ask are we looking for hope in the message of Jesus,      
the Christ? 

-Are we prepared to discover life in the midst of death? 

-Are we ready to receive faith in the midst of doubt? 

-Even when we are not sure what we’re looking for, Christ 
comes. 

-Christ lives. Christ is present. We are not alone! 

  
My friends we are loved beyond measure and blessed be-

yond belief. This is the victory of the Easter story. Christ has ris-
en!  Christ has risen indeed! 

  
Pastor Mike 
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……….. From Cindy’s Desk 

 

 With Spring  just arriving, I am really excited to start with 

some new ideas and fresh new beginnings. Some of my new ideas 

have to do with our monthly Messenger that is published at the 

end of every month. I would like to have  a couple pages  dedicat-

ed to “Getting to know you– Getting to know all about you!” I 

would really like to have all the “church families” and church 

“singles help me out with this. PLEASE……….. Each month I would 

like to feature 3-4 families or persons to write just a little some-

thing about themselves as a way of getting to know each other 

just a little bit better. It does not  have to be a very long  para-

graph or story, unless you have a lot to share with us about you.  

 When you have your special story or paragraph written, 

please drop it by the office at your convenience. I will be very ex-

cited to feature you or your family in our next Messenger. 

P.S. I am also very willing to help you out with this if you should 

need some help.  Looking forward to hearing from you.  Thanks  

and let’s start writing!! 



 

 

“GETTING TO KNOW YOU– GETTING TO KNOW ALL ABOUT YOU” 

 

We are Norm and Cindy Yoder. 
We have been married for 41 
years and live in Bethany. We 
both retired from the Postal 
Service  on October 31, 2015. It 
was one of the happiest days of 
our lives. We have two sons, 
Brandon and Dustin. Brandon is 
Postmaster at the Neoga  Post 

Office and Dustin is an Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach at SEMO in 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri.  

We moved to the country after our youngest son, Dustin, graduated 
high school in 2006. We have a small 20-acre farm which keeps us 
pretty busy. We have raised whitetail deer as a hobby since 2007. 
We also have ducks, cats and a new litter of kittens born just last 
week. Anyone interested in a kitten??? 

We are happy to announce that both of our sons have become en-
gaged to heir soul mates. So,  we will be very busy planning two wed-
dings this year.  God has blessed us in so many ways over the years 
and now he is going to give us two daughters to make our family 
complete. No grandchildren yet, but MAYBE someday. 

We have another special pet in our family. Her name is Cuddles. She 
is a Cavapoo puppy and has brought so much joy and comfort to us. 

We are presently attending the First United Methodist Church in 
Bethany, where Cindy has been a member for 56 years. 

We began working here at Sullivan FUMC in August of 2020. Retire-
ment is great , but we missed being around people. God has blessed 
us once again with the opportunity to work for your church. We are 
so grateful!  
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“GETTING TO KNOW YOU– GETTING TO KNOW ALL ABOUT YOU” 

 

Ann Wheeler 

 

        More than once over the last few 

years, I have gone up to someone in 

church and introduced myself, asking the 

person if he/she was new to our church. 

Also more than once, I’ve been a little 

embarrassed when that person tells me 

he/she has been coming to FUMC for months, even years. I don’t 

know this person because he/she goes to first service and I go to  

second. (The pandemic has only made the situation worse.) It is 

past time that we all get to know each other, which is why I really 

like Cindy’s idea of contributing a short blurb about ourselves to the 

monthly MESSENGER.  

I am Ann Wheeler, a retired High School English teacher, who was 

confirmed and baptized in this church approximately 60 years ago. 

United Methodist Women, and Joy Bible study group are two ways 

I've found meaningful fellowship here at FUMC. I love gardening, 

both flower and vegetable, and get a lot of joy raking, planting, 

transplanting, and filling the birdfeeders and birdbaths. I am so 

looking forward to Spring! I enjoy reading non-fiction books and 

watching cooking shows, especially the Great British Bake-off on 

PBS. (I also enjoy watching re-runs of The Office and Parks and 

Rec….) 

Now that you know a little about me, I look forward to learning 

more about members of my church family by reading what others 

contribute to Cindy’s  “Getting to Know You” section. 



 

 

 

“GETTING TO KNOW YOU- GETTING TO KNOW ALL ABOUT YOU” 

 

Who is Joe Pound? 

 

  I am Joe Pound. I am 84, the oldest of 

six siblings of Helen and Joe W. Pound. I 

was born in Sullivan, Il., and lived in the 

city until age five. I was raised on a 260 

acre farm one mile south of Mason Point 

to age 18. My first six grades were at four country schools. I gradu-

ated from Sullivan High School in 1955. I became a Civil Engineer 

by graduating from UIUC in 1959. I married my Sullivan High 

School sweetheart, Joan Lundy, in 1958. She was a graduate of EIU 

as a Home Ec teacher in 1958. Together we raised “our three sons” 

named Scott, Clark, and Craig. I retired in 1988 after 30 y ears of 

employment in the Chicago area. We returned to live in the Sulli-

van area in 1989 until today. Joan passed away from lung cancer in 

2015. I have eight grandchildren. I have been involved with local 

churches since childhood: 15 years as Disciple of Christ, 35 years 

during marriage as Presbyterian and 25 years as Methodist in re-

tirement to present. My church interests include love of God, 

weekly worship, choir member, adult Bible study teacher, men's’ 

class member, Habitat for Humanity and Honduras Mission Pro-

gram support.    
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UMW Easter Egg Project a Success 

 

 United Methodist Women want to thank all those who 

helped make this year's Easter egg project  a success: Those who 

helped make the eggs, who decorated the eggs, who purchased the 

eggs, who donated money, who spread the word on Facebook, who 

rearranged their schedules so that we could use the kitchen and 

dining area, we are gratefully thankful. And that's just a partial list! 

 Money earned will be used to support a variety of UMW 

missions, including Cunningham Children's Home, Lessie Bates 

Neighborhood House, Dove, and Mary's Weekend Food Bags.  

 Because of the pandemic, we had to make some changes this 

year. Fortunately, these changes  did not dampen the enthusiasm of 

so many who showed their generous support.  

 Thank you.  



 

 

KIDS CORNER………...Talin Crowe 

Kids Church has officially relaunched and we are having  an 

AMAZING time together! We celebrated reopening with fun and 

confetti. 

 

                                             YOUTH GROUP…………...Talin Crow 

  

YOUTH CORNER 

 Thank you from  our Sullivan 

FUMC Youth Mission Trip 

Group! Thank you to everyone 

who came out or preordered 

for our BBQ Fundraiser to sup-

port  our 2021Mission Trip! 

We appreciate you! 
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…….By Janet Roney 
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SULLIVAN FIRST UMC 

ORGANIZATIONS AND CONTACT NUMBERS 

WALKING WITH JESUS GROUP        Merll Connor-217-259-8208 

WOMEN’S LIFE GROUP                     Susan Connor-217-259-1649 

WING’S GROUP                                  Nancy Craig-217-259-5140 

MOM’S GROUP                                  Molly Foust-217-254-3324 

JOY GROUP                                         Ann Wheeler-217-273-0789 

UNITED METHODIST MEN               Bob Waelde-217-728-2082 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN        Samantha Berner-217-620-8735 

SALT OF THE EARTH                          Joe Pound-217-454-0488 

BOOK CLUB                                        Lois Shuman-217-246-3534 

YOUTH GROUPS – JR. & SR HIGH   Talin Crow-832-412-5619 

SUMC BAND                                         Nancy Craig-217-259-5140 

AA GROUP                                          Eric Shuman-217-259-1389 

Sullivan First United Methodist Church 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8AM-1PM 

Web Site: www.sullivanfirstumc.com 

EMAIL: office@sullivanfirstumc.com 

216 W, Jefferson St.  

Phone: 217-728-4436 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Needed Monthly: $34,352.08 

March Income: $9,846.14-$7,158.92-$5,693.44-$6707.75-$5,286.79 

=$34,693.04 
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