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From the Pastor
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To all family and friends of Sullivan First UMC,
 

Administrative Council met 3/18/2020, to discuss the business of the church as well as the current condition 
concerning the Coronavirus.  This is the first pandemic I have experienced in my 60 years of life. News, 
requirements, and expectations change rapidly, making it hard to keep up with the best way to approach this 
situation. 

The churches in our Conference have been asked, not to have in-person worship for the next few weeks until 
the situation improves. We will be connecting with you for worship online, each Sunday at 9:30 am. Please tune in to 
the live stream on the website or Facebook. We will have some music, prayers (urgently needed right now!), 
scripture, and sermon. This will enable a full service designed for you at home. Talin is working on some online 
resources for children and youth. Nancy and I are working on worship experiences following the models for the 
Awaken and Heritage services that you can experience on the website.
 The second half of this letter deals with a great source of anxiety for pastors, the cancelling of services. Usually 
this is due to inclement weather or something else that was not foreseen (um… a pandemic). Our government 
officials and our bishop have asked us to keep our distance from one another and not to meet in person for worship. 
The anxiety is not about what cancelling services will do to our attendance average or preaching a sermon that took 
hours to prepare. My anxiety usually deals the wellbeing of my church members and the impact of giving for our 
church.
 In Ad Council, we discussed ways to make sure we keep in contact with one another. This can be done through 
phone calls, letters, cards, and emails.  We are looking into ways the Outreach Team can make a difference in the 
lives of our members that now find themselves home bound and quarantined. This is a time for us to remember not 
only our church members, but also others in the community that might find themselves isolated.
 If we all take time to telephone, write, and email each other, we can make sure folks will not be filled with the 
dread of being isolated from the people they love and deeply care about. Please let Sharon in the church office know 
if you have a concern or need. Your church family will do our best to help any way we can. The church is looking at 
ways we can meet the needs of our church family and the community.
 We are also getting in touch today as our habits change amid the COVID-19 spread. While we are not able to 
hold services at the church, please check out our website and Facebook Sunday’s starting at 9:30 am for a live 
stream of the service and sermon. 

We also know that supporting Sullivan First United Methodist Church is important to you. Our work supporting 
members and our community will not stop because of this public health challenge.

 This is a friendly reminder that SFUMC uses Vanco E-Giving tools. This will allow members to continue to 
support our work using the safety and security of e-giving.

We are a strong community and a people of faith; we will weather this together, even if we’re not in services. 
We appreciate your giving, and we do important work with members’ generosity. As we alter the way we operate, 
please consider making a gift via E-Giving.

If you would like to start Electronic Debit from your checking account, we have the forms in the office.
If you would like to speak to a member of the Vanco Team to give your offering, please call 1-800-675-7430, 

Monday thru Friday 7:30 am to 6:00 pm or contact Sharon DeVall at the church office. You can still drop off your gifts 
at the church Monday thru Friday during 8 am to 9 am during this Shelter at Home Order. .  Thank you for all you do.

If you need something, call the church office number, right now we have that rolling over to Sharon’s Cell Phone 
so that all calls can be handle as they come in. 

 Remember you are loved,

Pastor Mike,

First United Methodist Church Staff

 
 



United Methodist Women

The United Methodist Women 
have always considered funeral 
dinners to be one of their special 
missions, one that serves people who 
are grieving the loss of someone they 
love.  However, this mission would not 
be possible without the help of many 
who don’t consider themselves a 
member of UMW. 

We want to thank everyone who 
plays any part in making these dinners 
a success:

Those who set up and tear down 
the chairs and tables.

Those who bake cakes and 
cookies.

Those who help cook and serve 
food.

Those who clean up after the 
family and friends have gone home.

Please know that what you 
contribute is appreciated.

The UMW

UMW Spring Event to
Feature

Harriet Tubman Reenactor

All who enjoy hearing stories about 
the Civil War and the role that Harriet 
Tubman, a fearless black woman, played in 
guiding fellow slaves to freedom along the 
Underground Railroad should mark their 
calendar for Sunday, May 3, at 2:00 in 
Fellowship Hall.

The United Methodist Women will 
host a free afternoon event featuring 
Kathryn Harris, a re-enactor recognized for 
her portrayal of strong women including 
Tubman.  Dressed in character, Ms. Harris 
will tell stories about Tubman’s life and 
answer questions from the audience.  

Light refreshments will be served 
immediately following her performance.

The public is invited; all are welcome.  
Plan to attend and ask a friend or two for an 
afternoon of inspiration and entertainment. 



Youth Corner
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We invite all Youth to come and join us Sunday 
evening at the following times:

Mid High (5th-8th grade): 4:15-5:15 p.m. 
Sunday Evenings

High School(9th-12th grade): 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Sunday Evenings

April Updates

For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

Did you know our Youth Group post regular 
updates on Facebook? Join one of the following 
groups to stay up-to-date on what’s happening!

Mid High (5th-8th grade): 
Sullivan First UMC JH Youth

High School(9th-12th grade): 
Sullivan First UMC HS Youth
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Stay in the Know

● SullivanFirst has developed a special worship experience for kids pre-K through 4th grade. 
Children are invited to participate during the Awaken Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday! Nursery is 

available during 9am service.

● Our Christian Education program called 4G runs on Wednesdays evenings at 6pm. Children’s 
Christian classes and adult opportunities are available.

For more information contact Talin Crow at familyministrydirector@sullivanfirstumc.com

Kids Corner

Kids Church

  SullivanFirst has developed a special 
worship experience for kids pre-K 

through 4th grade. Children are invited 
to participate during the Awaken 
Service at 9 a.m. each Sunday!

April Updates



               Looking Back
                                          By Janet Roney              

Looking Back… Pioneer Preachers
Three Steps from Wesley

Methodism in Moultrie was rooted in Paradise...the western Coles County pioneer settlement
of Paradise, that is. Rev. Miles Hart, the Methodist who delivered the first sermon ever given in 
Moultrie County (1828) was from Paradise, along with about a dozen other Methodist preachers 
who settled there before 1833.  Many of them came from the same Methodist church in Hardin 
County, Kentucky that Charles Wesley Sawyer, Jr had founded.  Sawyer brought his extended 
family to Coles County in the free state of Illinois in 1826 to get away from the institution of 
slavery.  Sawyer’s grandfather, William, had been converted to Methodism in London, England, 
possibly by John Wesley himself before 1753.  Paradise was truly a hotbed of Methodists, whose 
leader was just three generations from the founder of our denomination. 

Eager Methodist preachers often held service “in the houses before the families moved in, 
before the mud (chinking) was dry in the walls, or the splinters worn from the rude puncheons of 
the floors,””said Rev. William Deneen.  As soon as a new class ( a group of 4-15 Methodists 
meeting in a home) was started, it became part of a circuit.  When two or more classes joined, it 
became a society.  The circuit rider preached at societies once a month on Sundays, and the 
scattered classes on weekdays.  Local preachers served the groups the rest of the month. Since 
the circuit rider only needed about a dozen different sermons during the year, his sermons were 
tuned to perfection as he rode by horseback through the uninhabited prairies and woodlands to 
his 20 or 30 appointments.

Rev. Samuel Thompson, the head of the Shoal Creek Circuit that served our area, was one 
of Methodism’s most powerful orators and leaders in the 1820s.  Had he not ruined his health 
traveling the circuit, historians believe he would have become as well-known as Peter Cartwright. 
He was defeated when he ran for Lt. Governor of Illinois because, it is said, he was opposed to 
slavery and he was too honest to be a politician.

In the fall of 1828, Rev. Miles Hart arranged several preaching points for Rev. Thompson.  
Rev. Deneen said they filled “one or two appointments to the East side of the Okaw (Kaskaskia) 
River, thirty or forty miles above Shelbyville.”  A class likely grew out of Hart’s first sermon at 
Samuel Lindley’s cabin in 1828.  By 1833, George Hanson had moved from Wabash 
Point/Paradise to Whitley Point in Moultrie and was holding a class at his cabin. (Later, Lindley 
and some Whitleys, who were Baptists, followed John Parker, frontiersman and friend of Daniel 
Boone, and his Baptist preacher son, Daniel Parker, to Texas.  There, Parker’s granddaughter, 
Cynthia Ann Parker, was captured by the Comanches and became the mother of the Comanche 
chief, Quanna Parker.)

After 1828, pioneers in whose homes Methodist classes were later organized began moving 
into the Moultrie area.  No records exist of the date these classes began, but all where active by 
1833.

Arrival Date of Pioneers who Hosted Methodist Classes in Moultrie…
1828 --John Wilborn, five miles south of Bethany.  Jacob McCune, S of Kirksville; ancestor of Wilborn, Evans, Wood, McKenzie, and David 
families; Anna Evans McKenzie was temperance/suffragette leader.
1829 --Thomas Howe,6 mi. SW of Sullivan on Shelby County Line.  James CAnfield, 2 mi. SW of Sullivan, co-founding class of Sullivan.  
Connected to Landers family.  Avery and Purletha Patterson Wood, SW of Sullivan, co-founding class of Sullivan.  Ancestors of Elmer Wood family 
and Colleen Lane.
1829/30 --Jonathan El. and Lurana Graham, 3 miles east of Allenville, Graham Chapel
1830/31 --Richard and Thos. Nazworth, 4 mi. W. of Sullivan, co-founding class of Sullivan.  Ancestors of Mimi Atchison.
1831 --David Strain, 1 mi. West of Bethany, founding class of Bethany.

The stage was set for the evangelism of Sawyer’s family, Rev. Barton Randle, Rev. James Graham, the Prentices, R.B. Ewing, and the 
Methodists at old Nelson, a Methodist town that almost became the county seat.

Look for the next continued story in May Newsletter. By Janet Roney



April Calendar
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◄ Mar 2020 April  2020 May 2020 ►

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

   1

 

2

 

3

 

4

 

5 6

 

7

 

8

      8:00 am Dove Office

5:45 4G Program

8:00 AA Meeting

 

9

1:00 Weekend Food Pk

4:30 Joy Group

5:30 Praise Band 

7:00 Last Supper 
Enactment

10

 Good Friday

Office Closed

11

 

12

Easter Sunday

9:00 Awaken

10:30 Heritage

4:15 Youth Grp Jr Hi

5:30 Youth Grp Sr Hi

 

13

8:00 AA Meeting 

14

9:00 Walkin w Jesus

9:00 Women’s Life Grp 

15

 8:00 am Dove Office

5:45 4G Program

8:00 AA Meeting

16

1:00 Weekend Food Pk

4:30 Joy Group

5:30 Praise Band 

17

 

18

8 am Girl Scouts Powder 
Derby 

9 am Ladies Day Out

9:15 am UMW District Mtg

19

9:00 Awaken

10:30 Heritage

3:00 Dave Bratton Concert

4:15 Youth Grp Jr Hi

5:30 Youth Grp Sr Hi

 

20

7:00 pm Martha Circle

8:00 AA Meeting 

21

9:00 Walkin w Jesus

9:00 Women’s Life Grp

1:00 pm Mary Circle 

22

 8:00 am Dove Office

5:45 4G Program

8:00 AA Meeting

23

1:00 Weekend Food Pk

4:30 Joy Group

5:30 Praise Band 

24

 

25

12 - 7

Reserved

 

26

9:00 Awaken

10:30 Heritage

4:15 Youth Grp Jr Hi

5:30 Youth Grp Sr Hi

 

27

8:00 AA Meeting 

28

9:00 Walkin w Jesus

9:00 Women’s Life Grp 

29

 8:00 am Dove Office

5:45 4G Program

8:00 AA Meeting

30

1:00 Weekend Food Pk

4:30 Joy Group

5:30 Praise Band 

 

The above calendar is subject to change from April 8th on, depending on the Corona Virus updates and the Shelter 
at Home issued by the Governor, and updates from Bishop Beard.  We will get all updates out to everyone as they 
happen.  

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/March-2020
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/May-2020

