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1. The title of the sermon was “Atmosphere.”  Describe the atmosphere in your home?  Little things 
can eat away at a healthy atmosphere: losing your keys, little arguments, always needing to clean 
or fix things – little stressors in life.  What are some of those stressors that drain you of promoting 
a positive atmosphere in your life? 

a. How do you think we are doing as a church to promote the atmosphere of 1 Timothy 1:5? 
Explain why you feel that way. 

 
2. In 1 Timothy 5:17-18, 1 Corinthians 9:14, and Galatians 6:6 Paul seems to say that elders who 

preach and teach are to be compensated for their labor.  Some pastors are quite wealthy and 
others are quite poor, what do you think “double honor” means?  How do you think a church can 
be fair in how much they pay their pastor[s]? 

a. 2 Timothy 2:15 seems to echo what 1 Timothy 5:17 says about working hard at 
preaching.  How can we tell if a preacher is working hard; or if he is not (for example: 
you can get sermons off the internet, or pre-made outlines)?  Should we care as long as 
we are getting fed good stuff? 

b. What do these passages tell us about how elders in the church can rule well (Acts 20:28-
32; 1 Timothy 3:5; Hebrews 13:7, 17; 1 Peter 5:2)? 

 
3. Paul says to rebuke publicly a leader who continues in sin (1 Timothy 5:19-20).  Some have said, 

‘Public sins demand a public rebuke, but private sins should be handled privately.’  Do you agree 
or disagree with that statement?  Explain (and in your explanation give examples of public sins 
vs. private sins). 

 
4. In 1 Timothy 5:21 Paul says that we must not show favoritism.  How can we have the freedom to 

hang out with our friends and not feel like we are excluding others or showing favoritism to some 
and not to others? 

a. Have you ever witnessed people receiving preferential treatment? Tell the story. How can 
we make an impact in our world to encourage fairness?  What does that look like? 

 
5. In 1 Timothy 5:23, Paul tells Timothy to drink wine (for it would be good for his stomach).  

When someone says that we should abstain from all alcohol, how do you handle that?  Have you 
ever had to defend either “abstaining from alcohol” or saying that “in moderation it’s okay” with 
anyone?   

a. How can we sharpen each other when it comes to controversial topics where we disagree 
(use of alcohol, women’s role in the church, divorce and remarriage, use of sign gifts, 
etc.)?  Is it best just to not talk about it, or should we talk about those disagreements? And 
if we talk about them, when we disagree, how can we promote the right atmosphere (cf. 1 
Timothy 1:5) in our disagreements? 
 

6. In 1 Timothy 5:24-25, Paul speaks of sins and good deeds as becoming evident.  Jeremy shared 
about a “sliver” that he had in his foot and how it became evident.  How do you think we should 
make our sin (and our good deeds) evident? What does it take to be a safe Faith Group where 
letting our hearts and lives be evident to each other is welcomed (i.e., not “scary”)? 


