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1. Jeremy shared how Mr. Johnson (the principal at the elementary school when his older kids went 

when they were young) motivated the kids by positive rewards. Do you have any examples in 
your past where principals or leaders influenced you with positive rewards; or negative words? 
Share your stories (good or bad). 

a. Critique yourself: Do you influence more with negative talk or positive talk?  
i. How might Ephesians 4:29 inspire us to be positive? 

 
2. Romans 13:3-5 tells us one of the roles that God has ordained government to play: to punish 

lawbreakers and honor those who do good. Government has three other roles that God has given 
to it: (1) To protect human life (Genesis 9:6), (2) to protect personal property rights (Exodus 
20:14-17), and (3) handle disputes between people (Deuteronomy 1:12-18). 

a. How well do you think our government is doing in all these roles? Discuss 
b. How well do you think our government is staying within these boundaries? Discuss. 

i. Should government stay within these boundaries? Why or why not? 
c. Remember Benjamin Franklin’s quote as to why we declared our independence from 

Great Britain, “This motto:  Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God.” Do you agree or 
disagree with that motto—why or why not? 

 
3. Jeremy said that Romans 13:8 is often misquoted when people say we shouldn’t owe anyone any 

money (i.e., we shouldn’t go into debt). Do you remember how Jeremy explained this verse (hint: 
remember the wrong thinking, “They invited us over for dinner, now we need to invite them 
over.”)? How can we grow in acting out of love and not out of a sense of indebtedness? (Think 
how Jesus’ unconditional love for us can help us grow in what Romans 13:8 says). 

 
4. Remind yourselves of how to live for the Lord in our world as you read Romans 13:11-12. How 

much (20%, 50%, 80% of the time) are you thinking about eternity with the Lord? What do you 
think is the proper percentage of time and why? 

 
5. Read Romans 13:12 and 14, as well as Philippians 2:5 and John 3:30. What do they say we are to 

be doing as Christians? Can you explain what each of those verses means if they don’t mean what 
“Flo” did (remember Jeremy’s story about Flo at South Mountain Bible Church?)? 

 
6. Remember the quote from Martin Luther regarding not making any provision for the flesh 

(Romans 13:14)? He said, "You can't prevent the birds from flying overhead but you can prevent 
them from building a nest in your hair.” Why is that easier said than done? 


