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1. Well, we got back together for church this Sunday! What do (did) you miss the most 
about getting together again as a congregation? 
 

a. Do you think gathering as a church is an “essential business” in the community or 
not, based on the Coronavirus restrictions that some states still? Explain. 

 
2. In the Ten Commandments, the first four are how we sin against God. The last six are 

how we sin against each other. Read Exodus 20:12-17 and share how you have been the 
victim of some of these sins. 

 
3. In forgiving those who have wronged us there is “functional forgiveness” and actual 

“freeing forgiveness.” Do you recall the difference Jeremy pointed out? Functional 
forgiveness is where we just get along, we brush it off, say things like, “No big deal.” But 
that isn’t actual forgiveness that sets us free deep in our hearts. Do you agree or disagree 
with this statement, “Functional forgiveness so much easier, yet it really is unhealthy”? 
Explain. 

 
4. Jeremy mentioned four elements that are needed to truly forgive someone who has 

wronged us. Why are each of them hard to live out or experience? How can we actually 
experience all four? 

 
5. To finish the sermon Jeremy offered a test and a motive to move us to right wrongs the 

grace way. 
 

a. The test: Are others stressed or blessed (Matthew 18:31)? How do you think 
people feel when they observe how you treat others? Who has seen how you have 
treated someone who has wronged you? Would they say they were blessed or 
stressed by how you treated that person? 

 
b. The motive: God’s mercy on us (Matthew 18:32-33). If we actually lived these 

verses out, how would it transform our church, community, even the world? 
 

6. Jesus ends on a bit of a negative note (Matthew 18:34-35). Connect these verses with 
Matthew 18:23 when Jesus mentions “the kingdom of heaven.” Jeremy said “the 
kingdom of heaven” can either mean a future reign of Christ in a kingdom that is coming, 
or the rule of the Lord in our lives today. Which of those two descriptions (or both) do 
you think Jesus is referring to in Matthew 18:35? How ought that to motivate us? 


