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1. Jeremy opened the message highlighting some famous people and what they are famous 

for…and what they are not famous for. Do you remember why that related to the 
message?  

 
a. Is there any inspiration for you based on their example? Share. 

 
 

2. Paul inspired the courage in others to be bold about the gospel (Philippians 1:14). What 
are those things either in Paul (or generally speaking) that inspire courage? 

 
 

3. Paul’s joy is not found in his evaluation of his circumstances. It is found in how well the 
gospel of Jesus is being spread (Philippians 1:18). What makes this quote about Paul 
applicable to our lives when it comes to negative ways people may treat us, “Paul’s joy 
lies with his perspective—his ability to see every pirouette both for its own beauty and 
for its place in the whole dance”1? (If the quote doesn’t grab you, just think about how 
Paul put those negative ways people treated him into their proper place in his thinking, 
and talk about how that can apply to our lives. Use specific examples from your life.) 

 
 

4. Understanding his circumstances, do you remember Paul’s strong desire (see Philippians 
1:21-23). Do you ever have those similar desires? Should we? Why or why not?  
 

a. What other desires (good or not so good) distract us from the focus we must have 
as a church, and as individual Christians (cf. Philippians 1:23-26)? 

b. What do we need to do to stay focused? 
 
 

5. Philippians 1:27 is a central verse in the entire letter of Philippians. In what tangible ways 
can we stay focused like this verse tells us we must (cf. Hebrews 10:23-25)? 
 

a. Have you noticed anything among those you know at Faith Church that might get 
us out of that focus? If so, how ought it to be addressed? Given what you are 
talking about, does Matthew 18:15-20 apply? Why or why not? Can you think of 
any other Scriptures that might apply? Discuss. 

 
 

6. Pray together, “Father, make us one” by praying through these three foci (or focuses) of 
the sermon. 

                                                        
1 Fee, G. D. (1995). Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (p. 124). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 


