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1. Family dynamics: The story of Hagar was one of dysfunctions. Do you agree or disagree 

with this statement, “Every family is dysfunctional”? Discuss. 
 
 

2. Genesis 16:2, the last statement, “And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai,” has a 
Hebrew phrase found only in this verse and in Genesis 3:17. Can you pick it up? And, 
Genesis 16:3, seems to parallel Genesis 3:6. If this is intentional, what can we glean from 
these similarities in the stories? 

 
a. How can Ephesians 5:22-33 remedy this dysfunction between a husband and 

wife? 
 
 

3. How did the three feelings that can be felt in a dysfunctional family strike you personally 
(insignificant, unloved, hopeless); what did they make you think about or feel? 

 
 

4. The Lord is where we can feel whole. Remember God’s care for Hagar in Genesis 16:9? 
How can that be God’s care for her? 

 
a. When God tells us to do things that are uncomfortable, how can we know it is 

going to be okay even if it is a hard path to take? Can you recall any stories in 
your own life where God called you to take a rough road, but you saw that it was 
the right road? 

 
 

5. Look at how the Ishmaelites (descendants of Ishmael) have another role to play in the 
story of Genesis: read Genesis 37:12-28; 39:1 (note: there were eleven of Joseph’s 
brothers). When it comes to the impact we may have on our descendants, what kind of a 
legacy do you want to pass on to your children, your children’s children, and your 
children’s children’s children (you know—your great grandchildren J)? 

 
 

6. The last fill in the blank: why do you agree with that statement (if you do agree)? 


