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1. Have you ever had a person who gave you a second chance? Share the story. How did (or does) 
that affect you? 

 
a. Jesus defined His ministry in Luke 4:18-19. How does that passage explain how He gives 

second chances? Have you ever felt like God gave you a second chance? Share your 
story. How did/does it affect you? 

 
2. Remember how the history in Assyria got the people ready to receive the warning from Jonah 

and respond positively to it (i.e., 765 BC a plague, June 15, 763-759 BC revolt, 763 BC a total 
eclipse, and 759 BC another plague in the city)? How much credence should we give to events 
that happen around us as God trying to get a hold of us or get our attention? At what point can 
this be dangerous? 

 
3. God gives us second chances because He wants to grow our hearts to be like His. Let’s unpack 

the four ways He wants to mold our hearts: 
 

a. For the first way read James 2:8-13. Do you think you are more judgmental than 
merciful, or more merciful than judgmental and why? 

i. Don’t you just sometimes want God to punish evil-doers, or those who hurt 
others? People who are cruel, inhumane, or brutal in some way…we just want 
God’s justice, not His mercy. Is there anything wrong with that? Discuss in light 
of what Micah 6:8 says about the right balance. 

b. The second way God wants to mold our hearts is seen in God’s question in Jonah 4:4 (see 
your outline). When someone is quite emotional about something (like Jonah was) what 
might a question like this do to them? How can we encourage each other’s hearts to stay 
in the truth when our emotions are steering us in a different direction? 

c. This third one is sometimes hard to see in ourselves. Why do you think this is? Would 
you invite others in our Faith Group to tell you what they see in your life (like blind-spots 
we can’t see in ourselves) to root out any selfishness you have in your life? Why or why 
not? How can we get to that vulnerable place with each other—what would it take? 

d. That last way God wants to mold our hearts can be quite challenging too. Why do you 
think this is? 

 
4. If you had to put a percentage on how much God has your heart (look to those four ways He 

wants to mold us in your outline as well as Galatians 5:22-23 and the fruit you bear), what 
percentage would you give it and why”?  

 
a. The commitment of your heart to the Lord is a personal—you might think even private—

thing between you and the Lord. What makes that perception not true? 


