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Happy New Year to all children of God throughout the 
United States! May the year 2020 also be a year filled with 
God’s blessings for you and your family, and may peace 
prevail on earth.  
 
I am sincerely grateful to be able to live the Seicho-No-Ie way of life together 

with all of you, brightly, cheerfully, and carefully with you and contribute to 

the further growth of the Humanity Enlightenment Movement – International 

Peace by Faith Movement. 

 

I travelled to each Missionary Area and Unincorporated District for various 

events and meetings last year also. I was very grateful for the radiant smiles 

and warm, kind words I received everywhere I went. Meeting all of you who 

dedicate yourselves so selflessly throughout the year to express the will of 

God is a precious memory for me and also a tremendous encouragement in 

starting the New Year. I would like to thank each of you again for your 

thoughtfulness. Thank you very much. I will be visiting you for Leaders’ 

Seminars and Public Lectures again this year. Thank you very much in 

advance for your support and cooperation. 

 

On this New Year, the President, Rev Masanobu Taniguchi, has sent his New 

Year’s message, “Let us Proceed on the ‘Path to Peace’” to members 

worldwide. Please read the message on the previous page of this newsletter 

and share the President’s message with as many people as possible. Please 

read it together at Readers’ Meetings and so forth.  

 

We began the “Three-Year Plan to Build the Foundation of a ‘New Civilization’” 

in 2017 with last year being the final year. Therefore, the leaders and members 

in the United States focused on putting emphasis on promoting the 

Movement in 2019, the third and final year of the three-year plan, to renew 



our understanding and awareness of a “New Civilization.” In other words, we 

deepened our awareness that a “New Civilization” is a way of life in which the 

flourishing of nature is the prosperity and happiness of human beings and 

refers to the whole of faith and philosophy, science and technology, 

economics, and politics that support that way of life; moreover, we, the 

leaders and members of Seicho-No-Ie, strove to clearly understand that we 

are now starting to build the foundation upon which the “New Civilization” 

will be built. On the other hand, we came to realize through the guidance of 

the President, Rev. Masanobu Taniguchi, and the President of the White Dove 

Association, Mrs. Junko Taniguchi, through their lectures and writings, that a 

“New Civilization” begins with the change in thinking and way of life of we 

human beings toward nature. A few years ago, President Masanobu 

Taniguchi provided us with the following three points as guidelines to build a 

“New Civilization.” ① Appropriate control of desires, ② Fair distribution of 

wealth, ③ Preservation of world peace. Among these, the one most closely 

related to our religious movement is ① Appropriate control of desires. I 

believe everyone understands that the “three practices” that we, together 

with the members worldwide, are working earnestly to implement, ① no-

meat, low carbon dietary life, ② resource-saving, low carbon life, ③ nature-

emphasis, low carbon expressive activities, are ways to realize the 

“appropriate control of desires” given in ①. Three ways to develop the three 

aforementioned lifestyles (appropriate control of desires, fair distribution of 

wealth, preservation of world peace) more specifically and systematically 

came about and now Seicho-No-Ie members throughout the world are 

developing each of these activities (SNI Organic Vegetable Gardening Club, 

SNI Bicycle Club, SNI Craft Club). 

 

In the United States also, in order to promote these three initiatives more 

actively, an Ordained Minister and a Missionary Headquarters staff member 

were assigned to serve as contact persons thereby establishing a support 

system for your efforts. As a result, enthusiasm to join each club is increasing. 

Furthermore, while cherishing the connections we have with our respective 

communities, the “Seicho-No-Ie Blessings of Nature Festa” has been held 

yearly in each of the four Missionary Areas. We are very grateful that thanks to 

this, we have seen an increase in those people who understand that human 

beings are sustained in life by the blessings of all things. 



 

Since Missionary Headquarters first received ISO 14001 certification, we have 

passed and received excellent evaluations in each external audit. The external 

auditor of our most recent audit praised us saying, “Seicho-No-Ie’s initiatives 

are wonderful. There are various opinions regarding environmental 

conservation, but what is most important is that the lifestyle habits such as 

yours in Seicho-No-Ie are spread to people.” Let us take a moment to read 

“Prayer to Create a Good Way of Living” published in the “Truth of Life” 

magazine and keep in mind that our way of life is a way of life that embodies 

God’s will and expanding that way of life is the will of God.  

 

Last year we saw the publishing of Learning About the Universality of the 

Concept of Musubi (Japanese and English) and Daily Prayers (English) Volume 

2, making it a happy year for both English and Japanese speaking members. 

In addition, as part of the efforts for the second phase of Carbon Zero 

initiatives, an additional solar panel system was added to the U.S Missionary 

Headquarters buildings. It’s difficult to say, however, that the joy from these 

things heightened the will to propagate of the leaders and members. For that 

reason, we will basically follow the movement measures for 2019.  

 

Founder Masaharu Taniguchi taught us that the biggest and great purpose of 

our life is to rejoice. Let us confirm that “joy” only is the will of God. Let us be 

grateful, help one another and earnestly express God’s will brightly and 

cheerfully. 

 

May you make this year one in which you fully demonstrate your innate God-

nature, Buddha-nature. 

 

Thank you very much. 


