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2023 New Year’s Message 
Let Us Expand the Number of People  
Who Pray and Practice the Realization of God’s Will!  
Rev. Yoshiko Teshigawara, Bishop 
Seicho-No-Ie U.S. Missionary Headquarters 

 

Happy New Year to all the members in the United States! 

It is with sincere appreciation and gratitude that I share with you the joy of the new tidings 
of 2023. 

I pray that this year will be a year of peace filled with God’s blessings for you and your 
family, and for all people of the world. The Russian invasion of Ukraine started in 
February of last year. I speculate that the unbelievable situation left everyone speechless.   

Amid such circumstances, President Rev. Masanobu Taniguchi broadcasted his guidance 
in the form of several videos entitled “Peace for Ukraine” from his Studio Kyusetts. In 
addition, he released the “Prayer for World Peace (new version)” and members 
throughout the world united to pray for world peace. This year as well, while praying for 
the peaceful repose of the victimized souls, let us continue to unfold the supporting efforts 
through the P4U activities for those who are facing difficulties and are deeply immersed 
in sadness and anxiety. We are pleased to announce that the English version of the prayer 
cards are now available. The President has done the layout of the cards for us. Let us share 
the cards (in 6 languages) with as many people as possible and expand the circle of those 
reciting the "Prayer for World Peace." 

The Prayer for the Cessation of COVID-19 started in the United States in March of 2020. 
We thank all of you for your continued prayers throughout the year and for expanding the 
circle of prayer last year. As COVID-19 continues to spread, and the future remains 
uncertain, you have been learning that "even if it seems that no merit appears in reality 
right now, do not be discouraged and continue without giving up. Although the power of 
thought to visualize the True Image may be small each time, it will never disappear, and 
when it accumulates day by day, it will finally become the catalyst that transforms the 
whole world into the True Image world itself.” Please encourage yourselves by 
remembering such words and dedicate yourselves in practicing the Shinsokan mediation 
to visualize the True Image. While praying for the realization of God’s will, many leaders 
and members have mutually collaborated and proactively engaged in the “P4U – Peace 
for Ukraine” activities led by the International Headquarters. I would like to once again 
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express my sincere gratitude to all of you who have continue to devote yourselves to 
fulfilling God’s will. Thank you very much. 

Founder Rev. Masaharu Taniguchi conveyed in his writings regarding the fundamentals 
of world peace as follows: 

World peace cannot be achieved by the desire for power or the desire for the 
expansion of power of the organization to which one belongs to. Pay attention to 
where conflict and war is happening in the world. We see that greed and the desire 
to increase one’s power and to realize that are led by people with a brutal and cruel 
mindset who do not care about harming others. Peace will never come through 
selfish desires to expand one’s power. Peace will come only through the 
proliferation of people whose spirit shines through the Truth, who come to know 
the ugliness of such conflicts, who come to understand that all human beings are 
our spiritual brothers and sisters coming from the one and only God and are 
saddened even if a single person in this world is hurt and empathize as if oneself 
was hurt. From every mountain, from every country, from every temple, from 
every church, from every race, from every ethnic group, we can only come to 
worship the "one and only God" and to know that there is no other god besides 
the "one and only God.” Only by realizing that there is no other god but the "one 
absolute God" can we know Him. 

President Rev. Masanobu Taniguchi sent out a New Year’s message entitled, “Now is the 
Time to Move Forward with Hope” to the members around the world. 

Religion does not consider human beings a group of discrete individuals who are 
unrelated. We believe that we are members of an irreplaceable community that is closely 
interconnected with one another. In particular, for Seicho-No-Ie, the “irreplaceable 
community” does not refer only to the human race, but also to the entire “life on earth,” 
including all living creatures and minerals on the planet. 

Let us familiarize ourselves with Rev. Masanobu`s New Year’s message, impress the 
contents of his guidance in our minds and proactively promote to “Expand the Number 
of People Who Pray and Practice the Realization of God’s Will in this World!” 

I would like to ask for your continued support this year as well. 

Thank you very much! 
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