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Let Us Make Great Strides in the                                  
“Movement That Grows With Nature” 

Rev. Masanobu Taniguchi 
President, Seicho-No-Ie 

 
Members of Seicho-No-Ie throughout the world, Happy New Year! 
 
I would like to thank God from the bottom of my heart for being able to 
greet this New Year safely and in good health together with all of you. 
 
Last year, we began preparing to begin our walk to create a “new 
civilization” in order to grow together with nature.  The preparation had 
begun the year before last, and we can say that the major things were put in 
place by last year.  The year before last, we clarified “where it is we should 
focus our mind.” We decided to implement the “Ceremony of Embracing All 
Religions” and the “Ceremony to Pray for the Grand Harmony of God, 
Nature, and Human Beings,” and the “three gods of creation” were 
enshrined at the Seicho-No-Ie Main Temple.  
 
Following that, last year, we developed in the movement a system and 
environment to concretely express the mental and spiritual energy that 
would come from those new rituals and events. 
 
First of all, we began the “Natural Energy Expansion Movement.”  A mega-
solar power plant was built in Jyoyou City, Kyoto, and is already running.  
Moreover, a second large-scale solar power plant was built in Fukushima 
Prefecture which suffered tremendous damage from the Great East Japan 
Earthquake and began running at the end of last year.  We can say that, 
through this, the way for Seicho-No-Ie members to decrease greenhouse gas 
emissions in their daily life has opened up.   
 
Second, out of empathy for the current plight of the world’s poor, the “One 
Bowl of Soup, One Bowl of Rice” initiative began and is spreading 
throughout the world. This is along the same lines as initiatives to reduce 
meat consumption which harms nature, and, with the support and 
endorsement of our members, this effort is gradually but surely expanding.  
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Third, as a new event that puts a way of life that doesn’t take from nature 
into practice, we held the “Blessings of Nature Festa” last year at some of 
the Missionary Areas within Japan and this was well received by the 
participants. And, it was decided that, beginning this year, this Festa will 
be expanded worldwide. 
 
Fourth, we opened “Seicho-No-Ie ‘Grove of Life’” last year in two locations in 
metropolitan Tokyo.  That’s correct—we did not abandon the city and 
confine ourselves only “in the forest.” The creation of these “Groves of Life” 
is an attempt to replicate the essence of nature in the city. The groves are 
important venues that help those who visit them remember the virtues and 
value of a life of oneness with nature and they convey the significance of 
“growing together with nature” to the visitors. We plan to increase the 
number of these “Groves of Life” in urban areas, and strive to disseminate 
the value of this priceless nature. 
 
Now, with all of these things being in place and ready, what it is that we 
should do this year?  That is, of course, to further develop the “Movement 
That Grows With Nature.” Please invite many people to participate in this 
movement and share the “human beings-children of God” truth at any and 
all occasions with as many people as possible. More specifically, hold a 
“Blessings of Nature Festa” in all parts of the world.  This is not simply a 
harvest festival, but it is a religious activity that expresses the truth that, in 
essence, nature and human beings are one in God, in this actual world. 
 
You already know the reason why we should do this.  Global warming 
which grows increasingly more serious comes from the way of thinking that 
believes nature and human beings are separate.  It is from this same idea 
that the lack of and scramble for resources and energy, and the increase in 
the number of poor come. The growth of terrorism is by no means unrelated 
to this. Conflict among human beings comes from taking from nature.  
Conversely, if we act in concert with nature and are in harmony with 
nature, and are united as one with nature, we can realize peace and 
happiness for humankind. 
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So, Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you very much for all the things you will 
be doing for our movement this year.   
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