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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

ð INDOOR SERVICE 
So we’re back inside now, at the Community Center like the old pre-COVID days. 
Masks are required, but it’s not stopping our praising God and loving the world one 
person at a time. We have indoor seating and outdoor seating as well (in the side 
courtyard). Thanks for being patient as we’ve adjusted! 
 

ð TOOLS FOR TRANSFORMATION COURSE 
If you long for a deeper, more passionate relationship with God, to grow in the 
knowledge of God, to be transformed by God, to see revival and reformation in your 
city, state, and nation, sign up for this class where we will explore the possibilities of 
being a catalyst of transformation in your sphere of influence. 
Join Kimberly Rodriguez Riedl for a 6-week course—Wednesdays 7-8:30pm 
beginning on May 5th for 6 weeks. To sign up email: kimber1rod@gmail.com 
 

ð VOLUNTEERS 
We need your help! We are offering many ways to be apart of our Church community. 
This includes holding indoor service, outdoor options, and online viewing. With all 
these options, we are asking for some of our family to answer the call. This is a 
chance to serve and make an impact for the Kingdom! There are many serve 
opportunities: set up, tear down, kids, safety, etc.  
Email Dustin at dustin@journeythechurch.org 
 

ð KIDZ ROCK 
Children’s ministry is back for our socially-distanced, in-person gatherings. Ages 3-5th 
grade. 10am on Sundays. For more info email: ashley@journeythechurch.org 
  

ð CARE CARDS 
Submit your prayer requests: On the website: https://journeythechurch.org/contact 
- Through the Journey app: Select the CARE CARD tile on the app homepage 
 

ð WAYS TO GIVE 
Thank you for your faithfulness in giving! You can either give online (through the 
website, by the Journey app, or even text to give—instructions can be found at 
http://journeythechurch.org/give) or you can mail in your giving to:  
Journey The Church P.O. Box 235 Somis, CA 93066.  
 

 
 
THE REAL YOU 
 

There’s a lot we learn about each other in Community Groups, but even 
if you’ve been together for quite some time now, there’s still so much to 
learn. So let’s here it—one person at a time goes on the hotseat to 
answer the following (and everyone else get ready to agree, disagree, 
heckle, or chastise…well maybe not chastise, let’s keep it chill): 
 

🎽👗🩲👔 What is one article of clothing that someone could wear that 
would make you walk out on a date with them? 
 
🧟 🧟🧟 🧟  The zombie apocalypse is coming, who are 3 people you want 
on your team? 
 
😝 🏄  🐲 🚁 What is your most used emoji? 
 
👢👚🧣👨 What was the worst style choice you ever made? 
 
💇 💂💇 👴What was the worst haircut you ever had? 
 
🎥🎬🍿🎞Who was your childhood actor/actress crush? 
 
GREATER: HEBREWS 
 

Theology is the study of the nature of God and there is no greater book 
in all of the New Testament than Hebrews at defining God. In this 
anonymous letter, Jesus Christ is defined as "the one who is greater." 
He is a better High Priest, sacrifice, lawgiver, and leader than those who 
led God's people in the Old Testament. He is the "author and finisher" of 
our faith. He is the one we should look to and follow. He is greater. As 
we explore what that idea means, we hope you'll join us in appreciation 
of the One who is unlike the rest, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
This week, Jeff talked about how Jesus is our High Priest. To many 
Christians, that idea is completely misunderstood. We don’t quite know 
what it means to have a High Priest or even what a High Priest does. The 
author of Hebrews spends several chapters detailing the work, heritage, 
and value of Jesus as our High Priest. It’s quite exceptional, once you 
see the connection and the purpose of His work and what means for our 
lives.  
 
QUICK REVIEW 
 

This week, as Jeff continued our sermon series: GREATER… 
 

What stuck with you? What moved you? What was new to you?  
What challenged you or confused you? What was your take-away? 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUR STORY 
 

How did you first come to know God? Perhaps your mother coached 
you in childish bedtime prayers to "bless Mommy and Daddy and Susie 
and Spot." Maybe you went to Sunday school singing "Jesus Loves Me" 
and watching flannelgraph Bible stories or Veggie Tales videos. Or was 
God a more distant concept, not part of your life, until a charismatic 
preacher or a life crisis propelled you into a passionate quest? 
 

So, let’s hear it, how did you first come to know God? 
 
No doubt your way of understanding and relating to God has changed 
over time, just as your relationships with human friends develop and 
change. Maturing thought and the experiences you have lived through 
have probably modified the way you look at the world and at God. 
Perhaps you have come closer to God. Maybe you have pushed away in 
anger or doubt. Maybe you've done both at different times. 
 
It is not only individuals whose relationship to God develops and 
changes. The Bible chronicles many ups and downs and shifts in 
perspective in the collective story of God's people. The most radical of 
these was when a growing group of Jews became convinced that Jesus 
was the Messiah and eventually moved away to form a whole new 
religion, Christianity, with its own Scriptures (the New Testament) and a 
new Christ-centered understanding of the Jewish Scriptures of the Old 
Testament. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEBREWS 8 
 

Hebrews 8 (NLT) Here is the main point: We have a High Priest who sat 
down in the place of honor beside the throne of the majestic God in 
heaven. 2 There he ministers in the heavenly Tabernacle, the true place 
of worship that was built by the Lord and not by human hands. 
3 And since every high priest is required to offer gifts and sacrifices, our 
High Priest must make an offering, too. 4 If he were here on earth, he 
would not even be a priest, since there already are priests who offer the 
gifts required by the law. 5 They serve in a system of worship that is only 
a copy, a shadow of the real one in heaven. For when Moses was 
getting ready to build the Tabernacle, God gave him this warning: “Be 
sure that you make everything according to the pattern I have shown 
you here on the mountain.” 
6 But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far 
superior to the old priesthood, for he is the one who mediates for us a 
far better covenant with God, based on better promises. 
7 If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no 
need for a second covenant to replace it. 8 But when God found fault 
with the people, he said: 
“The day is coming, says the Lord, 
    when I will make a new covenant 
    with the people of Israel and Judah. 
9 This covenant will not be like the one 
    I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
    and led them out of the land of Egypt. 
They did not remain faithful to my covenant, 
    so I turned my back on them, says the Lord. 
10 But this is the new covenant I will make 
    with the people of Israel on that day, says the Lord: 
I will put my laws in their minds, 
    and I will write them on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
11 And they will not need to teach their neighbors, 
    nor will they need to teach their relatives, 
    saying, ‘You should know the Lord.’ 
For everyone, from the least to the greatest, 
    will know me already. 
12 And I will forgive their wickedness, 
    and I will never again remember their sins.” 
13 When God speaks of a “new” covenant, it means he has made the 
first one obsolete. It is now out of date and will soon disappear. 



 
There’s a lot in this chapter, and a lot that can be confusing (especially 
with all the—Tabernacle, High Priest, sacrifice, law, covenant, Egypt, 
and mountains just to name a few), but what’s the “main nugget” that 
can be your take away for personal application? 
 
ENTERING INTO THE STORY—BIG PERSPECTIVE 
 
Hebrews 7–10 goes back to the very foundation of Judaism and talks 
about how it looks through the lens of commitment to Jesus. These 
chapters are confusing for the modern reader since they assume 
knowledge and beliefs that are no longer current.  
 
Judaism is founded on the belief that God established a special 
relationship, or covenant, with Abraham. God promised the elderly, 
childless Mesopotamian a new homeland and offspring; and he 
promised Abraham that through his family all the earth would be blessed 
(Genesis 12:1-3). 
 
Eventually, from this improbable beginning came the people of Israel, 
whom Moses led from Egyptian slavery to the land that now bears their 
name. On the way from Egypt to the Promised Land, the fledgling nation 
camped near Mount Sinai, where they received not just the Ten 
Commandments but the entire body of Jewish law, including instructions 
for worship and daily life. This Torah, or Law, specified the shape of their 
covenant relationship to God. 
 
Jewish rabbis and scholars down through the ages have adapted the 
regulations to changing conditions, enabling the community to continue 
to bring God's justice and holiness into everyday life. The covenant thus 
remains for Jews alive and valid. 
 
The followers of Jesus, however, perceived God doing something 
altogether new, instituting a whole new covenant. In one sense, it was 
the same original covenant, unfolding to its full magnificence when the 
time was ripe. In another way, though, it was new, bringing new means, 
new scope, and new results to an old partnership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JESUS IS THE GREATER HIGH PRIEST 
 

Let’s revisit Hebrews 8:1-7 and the verses that speak about Jesus being 
a High Priest… 
Hebrews 8:1 Here is the main point: We have a High Priest who sat 
down in the place of honor beside the throne of the majestic God in 
heaven. 2 There he ministers in the heavenly Tabernacle, the true place 
of worship that was built by the Lord and not by human hands. 
3 And since every high priest is required to offer gifts and sacrifices, our 
High Priest must make an offering, too. 4 If he were here on earth, he 
would not even be a priest, since there already are priests who offer the 
gifts required by the law. 5 They serve in a system of worship that is only 
a copy, a shadow of the real one in heaven. For when Moses was 
getting ready to build the Tabernacle, God gave him this warning: “Be 
sure that you make everything according to the pattern I have shown 
you here on the mountain.” 
6 But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far 
superior to the old priesthood, for he is the one who mediates for us a 
far better covenant with God, based on better promises. 
7 If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no 
need for a second covenant to replace it.  
 

What images come to mind when you think of the word “priest”? 
What experiences or observations fuel these images and form your 
perceptions in this way? 
 
How does Jesus as a High Priest fit within your image of “priest”? 
 
A DIFFERENT KIND OF PRIEST 
 

The awesome experience of Mount Sinai had made God seem 
dangerous and unapproachable. The laws setting out the physical 
structure of the worship tent and the annual Day of Atonement ritual 
(briefly summarized in Hebrews 9:1-7) served to emphasize this sense of 
the separation that sin creates. In Jesus, however, people experienced 
God coming close to them, welcoming them, and setting aside barriers. 
 
Although Jesus was not a priest, and in fact was not qualified to be one 
under Jewish law, people experienced him doing what priests were 
intended to do: help them approach God. This, combined with the fact 
that the Messiah is described in Psalm 110 as being a priest as well as a 
king, must have prompted the author of Hebrews to plumb his heritage 
for ways to talk about the priestly ministry of Jesus. 
 



Psalm 110:4 says that the Messiah will be "a priest forever, according to 
the order of Melchizedek" (NRSV). This takes us back centuries before 
Sinai (Genesis 14:18), to Abraham's encounter with a priest-king named 
Melchizedek. Unlike the later priests of Israel, whose priesthood 
depended on belonging to the tribe of Levi, Melchizedek's ancestry is 
unknown. Since Genesis doesn't mention his forebears or successors, 
and since the great Abraham recognized him as a superior, he became 
mythologized as supernatural and eternal––the ultimate priest of 
Almighty God. 
 
That is why the psalm speaks of the Messiah being like Melchizedek and 
why the author of Hebrews applied the description to Jesus. "He has 
become a priest by the power of a life that can't be destroyed, rather 
than a legal requirement about physical descent" (Hebrews 7:16). 
 
Jesus, the new and eternal priest, also brings in a new covenant, a new 
way of relating to God. This new covenant is not based on law or 
regulations but on hope (7:18-19). 
 
So, all this talk about priesthood and covenants and mouthful of a name 
like Mel-chiz-e-dek seems pretty outdated in 2021 right? But if the 
priest’s job is to help the people connect to God, how do you 
understand your own role as a priest?  
After all, that’s what it says in 1 Peter 2:5, 9b—And you are living stones 
that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his 
holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual 
sacrifices that please God… 9b …for you are a chosen people. You are 
royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you 
can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the 
darkness into his wonderful light. 
How are you behaving “priestly” in helping others connect to God? 
 
SHADOWS AND SUBSTANCE: A NEW COVENANT 
 

People have always needed hope. Long before Jesus' time––when the 
nation of Judah was falling apart, around the start of the sixth century 
B.C.––people were afraid they had sinned so badly that God had 
rejected them forever. The prophet Jeremiah spoke words of hope and 
comfort to them: There would be a new covenant of deepened intimacy. 
They would still be the people of God. Indeed, they would be bound to 
God mind to mind and heart to heart, their sins forgotten. 
 

To the first Christians, this promise took on a startling new quality: Jesus 
was the key to God's new covenant. He had done what the old Law and 
sacrifices could not do: cleanse people to the core and bring them into a 
confident relationship with God. Everything that had come before was 
like a shadow cast by him, a mere copy of the heavenly original. They 
saw that Jesus fulfilled and transcended all that the old covenant 
offered. 
 
With Jesus' death and resurrection, says Hebrews, the need for 
sacrifices ended. Whether for sin or for any of the other needs that 
sacrifice addressed, we are invited to approach God confidently through 
our living high priest on the basis of his once-for-all work. Walking daily 
with him allows us to grow into the same kind of trusting and responsive 
relationship that he has with God, making the new covenant real. 
 
What are some things you do that help you walk daily with God?   
What are some new things you could that help you walk daily with God?   
 
LIVE THE STORY 
 

The overall point of this study is that God's gift of Jesus Christ to the 
world brings righteousness in place of sinfulness and joy in place of 
punishment. These chapters of Hebrews help us to envision that. 
Hebrews 10:19-22 says, “And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can 
boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of 
Jesus. 20 By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through 
the curtain into the Most Holy Place. 21 And since we have a great High 
Priest who rules over God’s house, 22 let us go right into the presence of 
God with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences 
have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our 
bodies have been washed with pure water.”  
This passage invites us to follow Jesus right into the heavenly holy 
place, the presence of God, and to experience the freedom to live 
confidently for God in the world.  
 
Does that seem like a good description of the kind of relationship you 
have with God at this time? Why or why not?  
 
Would you change anything about the present state of your Christian 
life? 
 
 



Turn to the description of the new covenant in Hebrews 8:8-12.  
Read it slowly and prayerfully, pausing on any word or phrase that 
especially speaks to you. Ask the Holy Spirit to suggest a perspective or 
action that will help you grow in your relationship with God this week. 
 
Hebrews 8:8-12  
But when God found fault with the people, he said: 
“The day is coming, says the Lord, 
    when I will make a new covenant 
    with the people of Israel and Judah. 
9 This covenant will not be like the one 
    I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
    and led them out of the land of Egypt. 
They did not remain faithful to my covenant, 
    so I turned my back on them, says the Lord. 
10 But this is the new covenant I will make 
    with the people of Israel on that day, says the Lord: 
I will put my laws in their minds, 
    and I will write them on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
11 And they will not need to teach their neighbors, 
    nor will they need to teach their relatives, 
    saying, ‘You should know the Lord.’ 
For everyone, from the least to the greatest, 
    will know me already. 
12 And I will forgive their wickedness, 
    and I will never again remember their sins.” 
13 When God speaks of a “new” covenant, it means he has made the 
first one obsolete. It is now out of date and will soon disappear.  
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 


