
COMMUNITY GROUP LEADER GUIDE 
WINTER 2020 WEEK 4 

 

This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing + leading your group in discussion. 
 
 

LEADER NOTES 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

!  CHURCH BRUNCH MARCH 1ST 
Come hang out after 1st Service or come early for 2nd Service to enjoy some OJ, 
fruit, snacks and of course some corn-hole matches! It’s a great time to meet 
everyone from a service you might not attend! 
 

!  JOURNEYMEN KICKOFF EVENT MARCH 14TH 
The men of Journey are kicking-off the year with a morning breakfast to introduce 
what the Men's Ministry at Journey has in store. Join us for breakfast burritos, fresh 
fruit, strong coffee, & some great friends—8:00-9:30am at Mission Oaks Park. 
  

LEADER INFO 
 

Week 4! Keep it up! You are doing a fantastic job. This is the last week of our Illogical 
Love sermon series on Hosea. Next week we start a new series that will take us 
through Easter called King For All (a study of Luke’s passion narrative). 
 

THINGS TO REMEMBER:  
Your job is to love people and develop friendships. God and the people are first—the 
study is secondary. So remember that anytime can be used as a time of ministry. All 
of it—coffee talks, conversation over dessert or casually asking about someone’s day 
can be critical. So love ‘em and let’s go deeper than—“How are things?”—“Good.”  
 

 
 

 QUICK REVIEW 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there 
anything you heard for the first time, or that caught your attention, 
challenged or confused you? 
 

 MY TAKE 
 

Have you ever returned to a place that was significant to your life? 
(Maybe it’s your high school, a place of previous employment, a 
church or some sort of venue). What was it like to be back?  
Was it a positive or negative experience and why?   
 
As Jeff closed up our series on God’s seemingly illogical love in the 
book of Hosea, we heard about a great invitation to return. God had 
previously given Hosea a bizarre command to marry a prostitute to 
symbolize God’s relationship with his unfaithful people Israel. The 

marriage with an unfaithful partner served as an analogy for the 
relationship of God with his people Israel. Israel unfaithfully cheats on 
God (like Gomer cheats on Hosea), but God remains faithful. After 
God/Hosea sacrifices and takes steps toward restoring Israel/Gomer 
back to himself, there is a great invitation for Israel/Gomer to return.   
 
Israel/Gomer does not deserve this illogical love, but they left with a 
decision to make—Do I run to God? Or—Do I run away from God? In 
life “rock bottom” can be a different place for everyone—for some it’s 
a jail cell or a deathbed, for others it’s traffic ticket or a poor report. 
What happens at a “rock bottom” moment, and why can this be 
transformative in our lives?  
If you feel comfortable sharing, what was a “rock bottom” moment 
for you and what/how did you learn?     
Example Answers:  
It’s a wake up call—like a second chance. 
It can move us in a new direction toward God because there’s nothing else.  
There’s great honesty at “rock bottom” and new a reality about inability. 
 
 DIGGING DEEPER 
 

In Sunday’s message, Jeff had us look at Hosea 14. The language of 
Hosea/Gomer drops out as the focus is drawn to the people Israel 
and their behavior before God. Israel has acted as a prostitute, but 
God lovingly calls for them to return and be healed. As you read 
through the text, think about what led to Israel’s “rock bottom” but 
also, consider the extent to which God goes to heal.  
 

Hosea 14 (NLT) 
Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for your sins have brought 
you down. 2 Bring your confessions, and return to the Lord. Say 
to him, “Forgive all our sins and graciously receive us, so that we 
may offer you our praises. 3 Assyria cannot save us, nor can our 
warhorses. Never again will we say to the idols we have made, 
‘You are our gods.’ No, in you alone do the orphans find mercy.” 
4 The Lord says, “Then I will heal you of your faithlessness; my 
love will know no bounds, for my anger will be gone forever. 
5 I will be to Israel like a refreshing dew from heaven. 
Israel will blossom like the lily; it will send roots deep into the soil 
like the cedars in Lebanon.6 Its branches will spread out like 
beautiful olive trees, as fragrant as the cedars of Lebanon. 7 My 
people will again live under my shade. They will flourish like grain 



and blossom like grapevines. They will be as fragrant as the 
wines of Lebanon. 8 “O Israel, stay away from idols! I am the one 
who answers your prayers and cares for you. I am like a tree that 
is always green; all your fruit comes from me.” 9 Let those who 
are wise understand these things. Let those with discernment 
listen carefully. The paths of the Lord are true and right, and 
righteous people live by walking in them. But in those paths 
sinners stumble and fall. 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  
  
Israel’s returning to God involves a confession—in vv.2-3, what are 
the things that Israel is encouraged to confess and run away from?  
Sins, trust in Assyria’s power, their own military might (our warhorses), idols.  
 
What might be some comparable things that we today need to 
confess and run away from?   
Sin, trust in our own ability and power, idols of our own making, etc. 
 

MORE TO EXPLORE 
 

Psalm 119:25-32 speaks of a struggle (both internal and external). 
But in that struggle, there is a resolve to run back to God and 
experience his reviving power. Eugene Peterson’s The Message 
paraphrase of Psalm 119:25-32 expresses the struggle and resolve 
to return to God in a colorful, profound way.  
 

Psalm 119:25-32 (MSG) 
I’m feeling terrible—I couldn’t feel worse! 
    Get me on my feet again. You promised, remember? 

When I told my story, you responded; 
    train me well in your deep wisdom. 
Help me understand these things inside and out 
    so I can ponder your miracle-wonders. 
My sad life’s dilapidated, a falling-down barn; 
    build me up again by your Word. 
Barricade the road that goes Nowhere; 
    grace me with your clear revelation. 
I choose the true road to Somewhere, 
    I post your road signs at every curve and corner. 
I grasp and cling to whatever you tell me; 
    God, don’t let me down! 
I’ll run the course you lay out for me 
    if you’ll just show me how. 
 
What does it look like to run to God? 
Surrender (give up trying to control). 
Turn/Change direction (repent). 
Trust/Follow/Walk in it (even when you cant see the steps). 

 
What do you need to do to return to God— 
Surrender? Turn from (something)? Trust/Follow/Walk in it?  
How will you do this?  
In my life I need to give up control in the area of…I can do this by… 
 

 TAKING IT HOME 
 

In light of this week’s teaching and study, is there anything Jesus is 
calling you to start, stop, or keep doing? 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Break up in groups of 3 or 4 and pray for one another.  
The groups can be separated by gender/couples/random. 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

What word or phrase “shines” from the text? 
What impacted you the most? 
What “BIG IDEA” or theme drew your attention? 
 
What did you learn about the heart of God? 
What did you learn about his kingdom? 
 

Was there something you found to be difficult to 
believe or understand? 
 

How can you apply this word to your life today? 
 


