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LEADER NOTES 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

ð INDOOR SERVICE 
When the weather outside is frightful…So we’re back inside now, at the 
Community Center like the old pre-COVID days. Masks are required, but it’s not 
stopping our praising God and loving the world one person at a time. We have 
indoor seating and outdoor seating as well (in the side courtyard and “Pinnacle” 
patio out front).  
 

ð JOURNEY APP 
Make sure to download the Journey the Church app from your app store. You’ll 
be able to access, sermons, the bible, care cards, notes, worship lyrics, upcoming 
events, resources, and an opportunity to give. Lots on there, so download it by 
searching for: Journey the Church Camarillo in your app store! 
 

ð KIDZ ROCK 
Children’s ministry is back for our socially-distanced, in-person gatherings. Ages 
3-5th grade. 10am on Sundays. For more info email: ashley@journeythechurch.org 
  

ð CARE CARDS 
Submit your prayer requests: On the 
website: https://journeythechurch.org/contact 
- Through the Journey app: Select the CARE CARD tile on the app homepage 
 

ð WAYS TO GIVE 
Thank you for your faithfulness in giving! Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” You can either give online 
(through the website, by the Journey app, or even text to give—instructions can 
be found at http://journeythechurch.org/give) or you can mail in your giving to:  
Journey The Church P.O. Box 235 Somis, CA 93066.  
 

LEADER INFO 
Week 5! Hope everyone is doing well! Make sure to take some time this week to 
give a couple shout outs to your members. Send an encouraging email, check in 
with a text or phone call, drop off some goodies—do whatever you need to do to 
love on the people of your group! Again, thanks so much for all that you do! It 
certainly isn’t meaningless…Speaking of “meaningless”…our new study VANITY, 
VANITY explores precisely that: the wisdom literature of Ecclesiastes. It’s a portion 
of scripture that’s almost never preached on aside from a few choice passages. 
It’s a sobering book that puts us face-to-face with our humanity and God’s 
divinity. When all seems meaningless we want to continue to hold onto the main 
idea of Ecclesiastes and thread it through every message and community group 
that while all might be meaningless, obedience to God and loving others is 
certainly not (and this is what we discover at the very end—spoiler alert!). 
 

 
GONE TOO SOON 
 

She was like an apple tree in the middle of an orange grove, a rose 
among lilies. Her beauty was unmatched by all the rest. She had an 
unmissable shimmering, shiny glow. The sound of her voice was stirring, 
her scent, intoxicating. As she passed by, every head turned, every jaw 
dropped, every heart fluttered. She even had an exotic name… 
 
El Camino. She turned every head, dropped every jaw, fluttered every 
heart. The sound of her V8 voice roaring, her gasoline-carbon monoxide 
scent intoxicating. The Chevrolet El Camino is a reminder that light 
pickups could be cool. When anyone puts a V8 in a rear wheel drive car 
with no weight in the rear end, the result is a driving experience that’s as 
dangerous as it is smile-inducing. Alas, she was gone too soon. 
 

 
You may disagree with 99.9% of the population and think that the El 
Camino couldn’t be gone fast enough. But take a look at the following 
and make a decision whether they were “Gone too soon” or “Not gone 
fast enough.” 

 
 

 



VANITY, VANITY: ECCLESIASTES 
 

It seems like we’re always looking for ways to be more than or other 
than what we find ourselves to be. We explore the countryside for 
excitement, search our souls for meaning, shop the world for pleasures. 
We try this. Then we try that.  
Everything we try is so promising at first! But nothing ever seems to 
amount to very much—money, sex, power, adventure and knowledge.  
 
We intensify our efforts—but the harder we work at it, the less we get 
out of it. Some people give up early and settle for a humdrum life. 
Others never seem to learn, and so they flail away through a lifetime, 
becoming less and less human by the year, until by the time they die 
there is hardly enough humanity left to compose a person. 
It all feels meaningless, meaningless, like everything is meaningless. 
Vanity of vanities! All is vanity. Life is difficult and then we die. We’re 
here for a moment and then gone—too soon it seems. 
 
Ecclesiastes is a famous—maybe the world’s most famous—witness to 
this experience of futility (of uselessness, senselessness). The bitter wit 
catches our attention. The stark honesty compels notice. And people do 
notice—oh, how they notice! Nonreligious and religious alike notice. 
Unbelievers and believers notice. We’re surprised to find this kind of 
thing in the bible.  
 
But it is most emphatically and necessarily in the bible in order to call a 
halt to our various and futile attempts to make something of our lives, so 
that we can give our full attention to God—who God is and what he does 
to make something of us. Ecclesiastes actually doesn’t say that much 
about God; the author leaves that to the other 65 books. His task is to 
expose our total incapacity to find the meaning and completion of our 
lives on our own. It is our propensity to go off on our own, trying to be 
human by our own devices and desires, that makes Ecclesiastes 
necessary reading.  
 
Ecclesiastes sweeps our souls clean of all “lifestyle” spiritualities so that 
we can be reading for God’s visitation revealed in Jesus Christ. 
Ecclesiastes is a John-the-Baptist kind of book: it functions not as a 
meal but as a bath. Ecclesiastes is not nourishment—it is cleansing. It is 
repentance. It is purging. We read Ecclesiastes to get scrubbed clean 
from illusion and sentiment, from ideas that are idolatrous and feelings 
that sicken. It is a rejection of every arrogant and ignorant expectation 
that we can live our lives by ourselves on our own terms. Ecclesiastes 

challenges the naïve optimism that sets a goal that appeals to us and 
then goes after it with gusto, expecting the result to be a good life. The 
author’s cool skepticism, a refreshing negation to the lush and seductive 
suggestions swirling around us, promise everything but delivering 
nothing, it clears the air. And once the air is cleared we are reading for 
reality—for God.  
 
QUICK REVIEW 
 

This week, as Jeff kicked off our sermon series: VANITY, VANITY… 
 

What stuck with you? What moved you? What was new to you?  
What challenged you or confused you? What was your take-away? 
 
ECCLESIASTES 1:1-11 
 

We will approach the text in two sections… 
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 (NLT) These are the words of the Teacher, King 
David’s son, who ruled in Jerusalem. 
2 “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely 
meaningless!” 
3 What do people get for all their hard work under the 
sun? 4 Generations come and generations go, but the earth never 
changes. 5 The sun rises and the sun sets, then hurries around to rise 
again. 6 The wind blows south, and then turns north. Around and around 
it goes, blowing in circles. 7 Rivers run into the sea, but the sea is never 
full. Then the water returns again to the rivers and flows out again to 
the sea. 8 Everything is wearisome beyond description. No matter how 
much we see, we are never satisfied. No matter how much we hear, we 
are not content. 
9 History merely repeats itself. It has all been done before. Nothing 
under the sun is truly new. 10 Sometimes people say, “Here is something 
new!” But actually it is old; nothing is ever truly new. 11 We don’t 
remember what happened in the past, and in future generations, no one 
will remember what we are doing now. 
 
In verse 2 the phrase “meaningless” or “absurdity” (hevel in Hebrew) is 
repeated 38 times in this book (could also be translated mist, vapor, 
breath). What does the “Teacher” say is meaningless or absurd? 
Everything…nature, work, possessions, achievements, etc. 
 
How does this phrase (“Everything is meaningless”) make you feel?  
Is it true?  
 



Three reasons we discover in Ecclesiastes for life’s meaninglessness are 
as follows: 
 
1. We die—it seems that death renders every accomplishment in life   
        meaningless.  
2. Injustice—life’s not fair. The righteous, godly person suffers, while the  
        wicked prosper. 
3. Inability to discern the proper time—wise living depends on timing.  
 
How would you answer the question in verse 3—“What do people get for 
all their hard work under the sun?” 
 
Do you think this means you can be lazy? Why or why not?  
What good comes from our “hard work?”  
 
If you were on your deathbed what do you think you would say?  
What would you want to tell other people and why?  
 
What is the Teacher saying in verses 4-6 (“Generations come and 
generations go, but the earth never changes. 5 The sun rises and the sun 
sets, then hurries around to rise again. 6 The wind blows south, and then 
turns north. Around and around it goes, blowing in circles.”)?  
Everything has a humdrum routine that goes on mundane and cyclical. 
 
In verse 8 the teacher references the fact that we are never satisfied with 
what we see or hear. Is this true of you?  
 
Why do you think this is at work in all of us?  
How does culture say you take care of it?  
Pull yourself up by your bootstraps, create a new you, try these 10 easy steps, quick 
fixes and fads. Buy this, try this, try that—there’s an endless searching for fulfilment 
in stuff that never was meant to fulfill. 
 
What do you think the Bible says?  
True satisfaction and fulfilment is found in God alone. As Augustine put it: “Our 
hearts are restless until found in you (God).” 
 
In verses 9-11 what is the Teacher trying to say about new “stuff?” 
(“History merely repeats itself. It has all been done before. Nothing under 
the sun is truly new. 10 Sometimes people say, “Here is something new!” 
But actually, it is old; nothing is ever truly new. 11 We don’t remember 
what happened in the past, and in future generations, no one will 
remember what we are doing now.) 

There’s nothing new on this earth. Year after year it’s the same old thing. Don’t get 
excited—it’s the same old story. Nobody remembers what happened yesterday. And 
the things that will happen tomorrow? Nobody’ll remember them either. Don’t count 
on being remembered. It’s sad, but it’s true. It offends our sensitivities and pursuits of 
making ourselves out to be more than we are. We are not God. 
 
So in the grand scheme of things, we really aren’t that important?  
How many of us think about our great-great grandparents?  
Why is this important to acknowledge?  
Is this depressing or is there a larger more comforting, purposeful 
thought here?  
It should be purposeful in the way it shows us what we chase after. It should be 
comforting to know that we can find clarity about the purpose of life, and get rid of 
foolish things. 
 
ECCLESIASTES 1:12-2:11 
 

Where do you gain your perspective on life from?  
Why is it important to understand the limitations of that?  
 
We all think we know a lot. And some times that can be true but most of 
the time we speak out of a very limited world view. Our perspective is 
built up on a lot of things in life and we express our thoughts and live in 
a certain way because of it. But the Teacher here wants to push us on 
expanding our horizons a little bit and not have tunnel vision.  
 
Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:11 I, the Teacher, was king of Israel, and I lived in 
Jerusalem. 13 I devoted myself to search for understanding and to 
explore by wisdom everything being done under heaven. I soon 
discovered that God has dealt a tragic existence to the human race. 14 I 
observed everything going on under the sun, and really, it is all 
meaningless—like chasing the wind. 
15 What is wrong cannot be made right. 
    What is missing cannot be recovered. 
16 I said to myself, “Look, I am wiser than any of the kings who ruled in 
Jerusalem before me. I have greater wisdom and knowledge than any 
of them.” 17 So I set out to learn everything from wisdom to madness 
and folly. But I learned firsthand that pursuing all this is like chasing the 
wind. 
18 The greater my wisdom, the greater my grief. 
    To increase knowledge only increases sorrow. 
2:1 I said to myself, “Come on, let’s try pleasure. Let’s look for the 
‘good things’ in life.” But I found that this, too, was meaningless. 2 So I 
said, “Laughter is silly. What good does it do to seek pleasure?” 3 After 
much thought, I decided to cheer myself with wine. And while still 



seeking wisdom, I clutched at foolishness. In this way, I tried to 
experience the only happiness most people find during their brief life in 
this world. 
4 I also tried to find meaning by building huge homes for myself and by 
planting beautiful vineyards. 5 I made gardens and parks, filling them 
with all kinds of fruit trees. 6 I built reservoirs to collect the water to 
irrigate my many flourishing groves. 7 I bought slaves, both men and 
women, and others were born into my household. I also owned large 
herds and flocks, more than any of the kings who had lived in 
Jerusalem before me. 8 I collected great sums of silver and gold, the 
treasure of many kings and provinces. I hired wonderful singers, both 
men and women, and had many beautiful concubines. I had everything 
a man could desire! 
9 So I became greater than all who had lived in Jerusalem before me, 
and my wisdom never failed me. 10 Anything I wanted, I would take. I 
denied myself no pleasure. I even found great pleasure in hard work, a 
reward for all my labors. 11 But as I looked at everything I had worked so 
hard to accomplish, it was all so meaningless—like chasing the wind. 
There was nothing really worthwhile anywhere. 
 
What is the Teacher setting out to do and what has he personally 
achieved? What does he find out in the end? 
Build, sustain, create, amass—all the attempts and preservation, security, and 
pleasure. But he finds out in the end it was all meaningless. 
 
Picture yourself chasing after the wind as the Teacher says in 1:14.  
Why is this ridiculous?  
How can you apply this practically to your life?  
 
In verse 1:15 he says, “What is wrong cannot be made right.” Look 
around at what is happening in this world, how are we doing with our 
own human effort? Why is it always important to bring things back to a 
conversation about God?  
Because change cannot rely on solely human effort. Change always happens in the 
presence of God. 
 
In verses 1-11 in chapter 2 the Teacher lays out all of the ways he was 
chasing after meaning in life. What are they and give a current example 
of each. Are all of these things bad?  
No, but they can in themselves become gods to which we give our allegiance.  
 
What would God say success is?  

Mark 12:30-31 “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all 
your mind, and all your strength.’ 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.” 
 
Why do you think we constantly have to remind ourselves of what it 
means to achieve Godly success?  
 
PRAYER FOCUS 
 

Clarity about the purpose of life, getting rid of foolish things  
New perspective on success and life  
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 


