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LEADER NOTES 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ð ONLINE SERVICE ONLY 
We will be holding services online only at 9am + 11am until further notice. 
So tune into our service livestream at http://journeythechurch.org/livestream or at 
Journey The Church Facebook to worship with us. If you miss the service you can 
always check out the podcast on the Journey app or re-watch the service on 
Facebook. Try something new this week—share it with someone new (on 
Facebook or by a text or call) 
ð WEDNESDAY MIDWEEK SERVICE 
Our Wednesday night midweek service will also be held online only at 7pm on 
Wednesday night—we will worship together and go through a passage in Romans 
with a panel discussion! 
ð WAYS TO GIVE 
Many of you worship through giving to God. This is a time when we as a church 
refuse to be afraid and will just believe because our God is good and Journey is a 
church of great generosity and faithfulness. You can either give online (through the 
website, by the Journey app, or even text to give—instructions can be found at 
http://journeythechurch.org/give) or you can mail in your giving to:  
Journey The Church P.O. Box 235 Somis, CA 93066.  
 

LEADER INFO 
So here we are again—another week of quarantine uncertainty and challenge. But 
we have hope because God is at work and we get the opportunity to face that 
uncertainty and challenge with faith in him together. This week there is a long 
passage and background information in the MORE TO EXPLORE section, but it 
brings new meaning and foundation to the events leading to the cross. 
 

 
 
 QUICK REVIEW 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there 
anything you heard for the first time, or that caught your attention, 
challenged or confused you? 
 
 

 MY STORY 
 

If you could substitute yourself in for a character in a book, movie, TV show, 
sports team, or story, who would it be and why?  
How do you think you would do as a substitute, and what might you do 
differently?            

 

 DIGGING DEEPER 
 

This week, Jeff continued the KING FOR ALL sermon series in the 
Gospel of Luke with the story of Barabbas’ release and Jesus 
substituted in his place. It’s clear, even in the sham of a trial Jesus 
receives, that he’s done nothing wrong, let alone anything deserving 
death. Pilate intends to let Jesus go, but the crowd goes wild—“Kill him! 
Give us Barabbas!” Barabbas had been thrown in prison for starting a 
riot in the city and for murder. As you read through Luke 23:13-25, try to 
examine the story from Jesus’ perspective, Pilate’s perspective, and 
Barabbas’ perspective.   

Luke 23:13-25 (NLT) 
Then Pilate called together the leading priests and other religious 
leaders, along with the people, 14 and he announced his verdict. 
“You brought this man to me, accusing him of leading a revolt. I 
have examined him thoroughly on this point in your presence and 
find him innocent. 15 Herod came to the same conclusion and sent 
him back to us. Nothing this man has done calls for the death 
penalty. 16 So I will have him flogged, and then I will release him.” 
18 Then a mighty roar rose from the crowd, and with one voice they 
shouted, “Kill him, and release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas was in 
prison for taking part in an insurrection in Jerusalem against the 
government, and for murder.) 20 Pilate argued with them, because he 
wanted to release Jesus. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!” 
22 For the third time he demanded, “Why? What crime has he 
committed? I have found no reason to sentence him to death. So I 
will have him flogged, and then I will release him.” 
23 But the mob shouted louder and louder, demanding that Jesus be 
crucified, and their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate sentenced Jesus to 
die as they demanded. 25 As they had requested, he released 
Barabbas, the man in prison for insurrection and murder. But he 
turned Jesus over to them to do as they wished. 
 
What strikes you about seeing the events through Jesus’ perspective? 
 

Pilate’s perspective? 
 

Barabbas’ perspective? 
 

Which perspective do you identify with most and why? (in other words—
The perspective of Pilate resonates with me most because in my life…) 
 

 



  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
As Jeff spoke about on Sunday, Pilate declares Jesus innocent three 
separate times. But then, he finally caves under the pressure from the 
leading priests, other religious leaders, and the crowd. Why does Pilate 
cave? 
Pressure threatens his position and control over the territory. Fear, worry, etc… 
 

What causes us to cave during times of great pressure?  
Fear, worry, financial pressure, difficulty, peers, media, etc… 
 

What does this look like in our lives or in what areas does this occur? 
Friends, relationships, family, jobs, etc… 
 

How can we keep from caving during such times?  
Pray, listen, make decisions based on the most loving action (not just personal 
preference or selfish gain) 
 

As guilty Barabbas gets released and substituted for the innocent Jesus, 
how does this illustrate the bigger picture of God’s love for us? What 
does that mean about God and his heart for us? 
It illustrates Jesus’ substitutionary atonement (Jesus dying in our place). It shows a 
shadow of the extent of God’s seemingly illogical and crazy love for us—that God is 
willing to, as Jeff said—"Make Jesus like us so we could be made like Jesus.” 
 
 

MORE TO EXPLORE 
 

The annual Day of Atonement (also known as Yom Kippur) was the most 
solemn holy day of all the Israelite feasts and festivals. On that day, the 
high priest was to perform elaborate rituals to atone for the sins of the 
people (i.e. deal with, make amends for their sin). Described in Leviticus 
16:1-34, the atonement ritual begins with the high priest Aaron (the first 
high priest, also Moses’ brother), or later high priests of Israel, coming 
into the Holy of Holies (more on this in a moment). The high priest 

represents the highest level of holiness Israelites can reach, but God's 
holiness is so great that even the high priest, by comparison, is impure. 
The high priest could be endangered in the presence of God, the Holy 
One, because of his sin (which is the result of human disobedience 
causing impurity, unholiness, and making union between God and 
people impossible). So, Aaron (or later high priests) must not enter the 
Holy of Holies at any time because by doing so he risks death.  
 

The Holy of Holies is where the ark containing the stone tablets is kept. 
The cover of the ark is called the mercy seat. The cloud, the symbol that 
God is present in the midst of the camp, rests on the lid of the ark. In a 
sense, the Holy of Holies represents God's home on earth, or at the 
least, the footstool on earth of God's throne in heaven. Here God's 
presence is most intense. 
 

But on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), when Aaron (or a later high 
priest) is allowed to enter the Holy of Holies, the proper preparations are 
required on his part. He must become as ritually pure as possible. From 
his own possessions he is to offer a young bull and a ram as a sacrifice. 
He is to bathe and to dress in linen garments, rather than the flashy 
garments of the high priest that he normally wears. Because he is also to 
represent the people before God, two male goats and a ram are required 
from them. They are to be provided by the people. 
 

One goat is to be sacrificed “because of the defiling sin and rebellion 
of the Israelites” (Leviticus 16:16), and its blood is sprinkled on the ark 
of the covenant. The other goat was used as a “scapegoat.” Aaron (or a 
later high priest) would place his hands on its head, confess over it the 
rebellion and wickedness of the Israelites, and send the goat out with an 
appointed man to release the goat into the wilderness. The goat carries 
on itself all the sins of the people, which were forgiven for another year. 
As you read a few portions of Leviticus 16, consider its significance in 
relation to the substitution and sacrifice of Jesus: 
 

Leviticus 16:6-10, 15-22 (NLT) 
“Aaron will present his own bull as a sin offering to purify himself 
and his family, making them right with the Lord. 7 Then he must take 
the two male goats and present them to the Lord at the entrance of 
the Tabernacle. 8 He is to cast sacred lots to determine which goat 
will be reserved as an offering to the Lord and which will carry the 
sins of the people to the wilderness of Azazel. 9 Aaron will then 
present as a sin offering the goat chosen by lot for the Lord. 10 The 
other goat, the scapegoat chosen by lot to be sent away, will be 
kept alive, standing before the Lord. When it is sent away to Azazel 

What word or phrase “shines” from the text? What impacted 
you the most? What “BIG IDEA” or theme drew your 
attention? 
 What did you learn about the heart of God? What did you 
learn about his kingdom? 

Was there something you found to be difficult to believe or 
understand? 

How can you apply this word to your life today? 

 



in the wilderness, the people will be purified and made right with 
the Lord. … 
15 “Then Aaron must slaughter the first goat as a sin offering for the 
people and carry its blood behind the inner curtain. There he will 
sprinkle the goat’s blood over the atonement cover and in front of it, 
just as he did with the bull’s blood. 16 Through this process, he will 
purify the Most Holy Place, and he will do the same for the entire 
Tabernacle, because of the defiling sin and rebellion of the 
Israelites. 17 No one else is allowed inside the Tabernacle when 
Aaron enters it for the purification ceremony in the Most Holy Place. 
No one may enter until he comes out again after purifying himself, 
his family, and all the congregation of Israel, making them right with 
the Lord. 
18 “Then Aaron will come out to purify the altar that stands before 
the Lord. He will do this by taking some of the blood from the bull 
and the goat and putting it on each of the horns of the altar. 19 Then 
he must sprinkle the blood with his finger seven times over the altar. 
In this way, he will cleanse it from Israel’s defilement and make it 
holy. 
20 “When Aaron has finished purifying the Most Holy Place and the 
Tabernacle and the altar, he must present the live goat. 21 He will lay 
both of his hands on the goat’s head and confess over it all the 
wickedness, rebellion, and sins of the people of Israel. In this way, 
he will transfer the people’s sins to the head of the goat. Then a 
man specially chosen for the task will drive the goat into the 
wilderness. 22 As the goat goes into the wilderness, it will carry all 
the people’s sins upon itself into a desolate land. 
 

How do the images of the goats in the event of Yom Kippur (Day of 
Atonement Leviticus 16) relate to the events of Barabbas’ release and 
Jesus’ substitution? 
There’s the image of bearing sin and release. It’s not necessarily a one to one 
representation where Barabbas represents one goat and Jesus the other, but we see 
the image of substitution, sacrifice, and release as well as the removal of sin. 
 
 

How does this bring new meaning to the events leading to the cross? 
We can see ourselves in the story through the character of Barabbas. We also see 
the injustice and absurdity of the moment—Jesus is innocent and Barabbas is not, 
but Jesus is sentenced while Barabbas is set free. 
 
 

How does this elevate the magnitude of substitution and sacrifice for us? 
The seeming absurdity of innocent Jesus’ substitution and sacrifice becomes even 
clearer and personalized for us.  
 
 

TAKING IT HOME 
 

In light of this week’s teaching and study, is there anything Jesus is 
calling you to start, stop, or keep doing?  
 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 


