
  COMMUNITY GROUPS 
WINTER SESSION 2023: WEEK 8 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
COMPASSION SUNDAY 
If you missed it, it was this last Sunday, but the opportunity to live out our faith by 
sponsoring a child in need is still available! We will have sponsorship packets available this 
Sunday as well. We are not only sponsoring children, but an entire village in Sibilia, 
Guatemala—what a privilege for only $38 a month!  

A WOMAN’S JOURNEY: GLAMPING GETAWAY 
The sign up is currently full—but you can be waitlisted.  
If you have signed up, you need to pay in order to save your spot! 
When: April 28-30th 
Where: Solvang 
Cost: $225/4 to a cabin. 
  Includes 2 nights lodging, speaker and all meals (except one lunch on your own). 
Email michelle@journeythechurch.org or sign up at the information table 

EASTER AT JOURNEY 
Passion Friday: April 7th at 7PM—join us for an interactive, experiential service remember 
the death of Jesus and what it means for our lives and our world.  
Easter Sunday: April 9th TWO SERVICES—9AM and 10:45AM. 
Stay tuned for more info. 

 

 
 

CITY LIFE 
Some call it, “concrete jungle,” “overcrowded,” and “suffocating.” 
Other’s call it, “thrilling,” “fast paced,” and “stimulating.”  
The city is not for everyone—some love it, some hate it, but what’s been your experience 
with cities (we’re not talking like Camarillo or Oxnard—but like Chicago, London, Toronto, 
Mexico City, and the like)? 

So, what’s been your experience with cities? 
And what’s your least favorite and your favorite city and why? 
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UPSIDE-DOWN KINGDOM: 1 COR 4:8-13 
The way up is down. 
The first are last, the last are first.  
The least are the greatest. 
The poor are rich and the rich are poor. 
You gain life by losing it 
You are exalted when you are humble 
Your weakness is strength 
You rule, reign, and lead by serving 
You receive by giving 

Everything looks upside-down in God’s Kingdom. But maybe it’s not God’s Kingdom that’s 
upside-down. Maybe it’s ours? Over the next 5 weeks, we’re going to explore the paradox of 
the cross in the Corinthian letters—how the way of God’s Kingdom seems absurd and 
unbelievable, but when you see it for what it is—it’s actually true. Like the paradox of all: 
The death of Jesus looks like utter defeat—but this act of God’s self-giving love is ultimate 
victory. 

The passage for this week is 1 Corinthians 4:8-13 
You think you already have everything you need. You think you are already rich.  
You have begun to reign in God’s kingdom without us!  
I wish you really were reigning already, for then we would be reigning with you.  
9 Instead, I sometimes think God has put us apostles on display, like prisoners of war at 
the end of a victor’s parade, condemned to die.  
We have become a spectacle to the entire world—to people and angels alike.  
10 Our dedication to Christ makes us look like fools, but you claim to be so wise in 
Christ! We are weak, but you are so powerful! You are honored, but we are ridiculed.  
11 Even now we go hungry and thirsty, and we don’t have enough clothes to keep 
warm. We are often beaten and have no home. 12 We work wearily with our own hands 
to earn our living. We bless those who curse us. We are patient with those who abuse 
us. 13 We appeal gently when evil things are said about us. Yet we are treated like the 
world’s garbage, like everybody’s trash—right up to the present moment. 
 

QUESTIONS: 
What from Jeremy’s message stuck with you, challenged you, or encouraged you? 
 
What makes God’s Kingdom look like an upside-down Kingdom? 
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1 Corinthians 4:8 says: 
You think you already have everything you need. You think you are already rich. You have 
begun to reign in God’s kingdom without us! I wish you really were reigning already, for then 
we would be reigning with you. 

What about the Corinthians is similar to our lives today?  
How do Paul’s words here in 1 Corinthians 4:8 speak to our situations today? 
  

Paul continues in 1 Corinthians 4:9: 
Instead, I sometimes think God has put us apostles on display, like prisoners of war at the 
end of a victor’s parade, condemned to die. We have become a spectacle to the entire 
world—to people and angels alike. 

Paul here compares the situation of the apostles (the church leaders and witnesses of 
Jesus) with the power-wealth-status-control of the Corinthians—what’s the difference 
and why is this striking?  
  

What kingdom are the Corinthians living for? What does that say about their status? 
  

What kingdom are you living for? What does that say about your status? 

The next series of questions are for self-reflection or if you’re really brave, take a stab at ‘em: 
What does your life consist of?  
How attached are you to the “things” of this world? 
What would it look like to have “loose attachments” to stuff? 
Is there anything that God is asking you to give up? 
Think about your pursuits/dedications—what do they consist of? Who do they serve?  
How dedicated are you to Jesus? 

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 4:10-13:  
Our dedication to Christ makes us look like fools, but you claim to be so wise in Christ! We 
are weak, but you are so powerful! You are honored, but we are ridiculed. 11 Even now we go 
hungry and thirsty, and we don’t have enough clothes to keep warm. We are often beaten 
and have no home. 12 We work wearily with our own hands to earn our living. We bless those 
who curse us. We are patient with those who abuse us. 13 We appeal gently when evil things 
are said about us. Yet we are treated like the world’s garbage, like everybody’s trash—right 
up to the present moment. 

What is a NYC/southern California version of status, glory, and success? 
How does this differ from what Paul speaks about here?  
  

If learning to live a life shaped by the cross means surrender instead of control, 
humility instead of status, generosity instead of wealth, and Holy Spirit empowerment 
instead of earthly power—how do you need to be shaped? In what area? 
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David Wangaka from Compassion shared his story with us on Sunday.  
If you need a little prompting to sponsor a Compassion child today, consider this… 

It costs $38 a month. 

With that you help provide health care, hygiene training, nutrition and water, age-appropriate 
Christian teaching, education and vocational training, mentorship, guidance, and love. 

Now, I could get into how $38 would just mean forgoing 7 caramel macchiatos, or skipping 
an entrée one evening a month, or reconsidering the amounting Netflix, HBO, Hulu, 
PrimeVideo, Sling, Tubi, Peacock, Apple+, Disney+, Paramount+, and YouTube TV 
subscriptions—or I could just tell you that you could give hope to a child in poverty… 

How can you use all that you are, and all that God has given you to make a profound 
impact in the lives of those who have none—not even low status, but no status? 

 

 

 

 


