
  COMMUNITY GROUPS 
WINTER SESSION 2022: WEEK 5 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
COMPASSION SUNDAY 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 12th for Compassion Sunday. 

 
Compassion Sunday is a day when people speak up in their churches on behalf of children 
living in poverty. We will have a graduate of the program (a child who was sponsored 
through Compassion International) who will be sharing with us.  

 
This will be an opportunity to advocate for children and to give our church family a chance to 
live out our faith by sponsoring a child in need. 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDS 
Toss the discussion questions around: 
 
What are your least favorite responsibilities/chores? 
 
What responsibility or work did you dislike while growing up but that proved very helpful to 
you as an adult?   
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FACING FEAR: LUKE 12:41-48 
(Each group may choose to read from Bibles in various translations or follow this sheet here) 
 

Peter asked, “Lord, is that illustration just for us or for everyone?” 
42 And the Lord replied, “A faithful, sensible servant is one to whom the master can give the 
responsibility of managing his other household servants and feeding them. 43 If the master 
returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward. 44 I tell you the 
truth, the master will put that servant in charge of all he owns. 45 But what if the servant 
thinks, ‘My master won’t be back for a while,’ and he begins beating the other servants, 
partying, and getting drunk? 46 The master will return unannounced and unexpected, and he 
will cut the servant in pieces and banish him with the unfaithful. 
47 “And a servant who knows what the master wants, but isn’t prepared and doesn’t carry 
out those instructions, will be severely punished. 48 But someone who does not know, and 
then does something wrong, will be punished only lightly. When someone has been given 
much, much will be required in return; and when someone has been entrusted with much, 
even more will be required.” 

 

QUESTIONS: 
In this passage, Jesus moves from teaching about our day-to-day motivations and actions, 
to living with the future in mind. The looming perspective of his second coming and the 
culmination of the kingdom is a truth of which his followers need a strong reminder. The 
disciples need to know that they have been given a great charge from God and, along with 
that, he expects much of them and, similarly, of us. Jesus delivers a parable detailing some 
of the rewards and consequences of serving God, demonstrating that what we do on earth 
does indeed have eternal consequences.  

What from Kim’s message stuck with you, challenged you, or encouraged you? 
 
 
Who is the master in this passage? Who are the servants?  
 
 
What do we learn about the master’s will?  
 
 
What are some of the promises and warnings in this passage?  
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How do you understand v.48 in our world today? 
“When someone has been given much, much will be required in return; and when 
someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be required.” 
What does this look like in your life? 
 
 
What do you learn about Jesus’ identity? His mission? His relationship with us?  
Based on this passage, what do you think it means to be his disciple?  
 
 
Thinking about your relationship to Christ as your master and on what he has 
entrusted you with, how are you going to respond to Jesus’ challenge in this parable?  
 
 
Some of the tasks described in the parable have to do with the care of others.  
How does this passage encourage you to seek out those who have not heard Christ’s 
message?  

 
 

 

 
FOR FURTHER STUDY 

12:42 “Who then is the faithful and wise manager...” It is worth noting here that there is 
a difference in the text between the word for manager/steward and the word for 
servant/slave. While the steward was subject, as a worker, to the master, he held a higher 
position within the household and potentially may even have been a free citizen. Stewards 
were often put in charge of the property and its day-to-day running while the master was 
absent and, in some cases, acted as a business administrator for the master’s various 
investments. The text of chapter 12:41-48 cleverly switches between the two words when 
the servant acts dishonorably with the charge given to him by the master. Once he 
abuses the master’s trust he is no longer a steward but a lowly servant.  

12:46 “...and will cut him in pieces...” A rather gruesome image is given by Jesus as an 
equitable punishment for the unfaithful slave’s actions. While not common, it was a viable 
punishment in ancient Rome, though viewed as somewhat severe. However, this is only 
one part of the whole punishment mentioned in v.46. Aside from the gruesome act, the 
servant is also “put with the unfaithful” meaning that, not only are they physically cut, they 
are also cut off from the master/God.  
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12:47 “...will receive a severe beating...” vv.47 and 48 detail for us the final outcome of 
the various plots of the conniving servants and underscore the constant presence of an 
authority figure who judges on the basis of fidelity in his absence. This third account in 
the servant narrative explores the idea of sins committed in ignorance vs. sins done 
knowingly. The outcome shows that sins committed ignorantly are still sin and deserving 
of punishment, though less severely than sins committed in active, willful rejection of God 
and His instructions. This is why, at the end of v.48, Jesus says: “Everyone to whom 
much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted 
much, they will demand more.”  

 

 

 

 


