
  COMMUNITY GROUPS 
WINTER SESSION 2022: WEEK 4 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Grief Ministry: Mark Ministries 
This group is a Grief Support Group for anyone trying to cope with the loss of a loved one, 
pet, or anything of significant value. 
February 16th 4:30-5:30pm at the Church Office (80 Wood Road, Camarillo) 

 
Compassion Sunday 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 12th for Compassion Sunday. 
Compassion Sunday is a day when people speak up in their churches on behalf of children 
living in poverty. We will have a graduate of the program (a child who was sponsored 
through Compassion International) who will be sharing with us.  
This will be an opportunity to advocate for children and to give our church family a chance to 
live out our faith by sponsoring a child in need. 

 

 

 

WHAT DO YOU DO?  
Work together to prepare yourselves in the event of the following scenarios:  
 
Your car has gone off the road into a lake and is quickly sinking—what do you do?  
 
A python has wrapped itself around your torso—what do you do? 
 
You’re enjoying a nice afternoon run when suddenly, a swarm of bees takes a liking to you—
what do you do? 
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FACING FEAR: LUKE 12:35-40 
(Each group may choose to read from Bibles in various translations or follow this sheet here) 
 

“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 as though you were waiting for your 
master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him 
in the moment he arrives and knocks. 37 The servants who are ready and waiting for his 
return will be rewarded. I tell you the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and 
serve them as they sit and eat! 38 He may come in the middle of the night or just before 
dawn. But whenever he comes, he will reward the servants who are ready. 
39 “Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would not 
permit his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man 
will come when least expected.” 

QUESTIONS: 
The previous section in vv.22-34 was about trusting in God’s provision and care, and 
building our lives upon his foundation. The result of this trust is twofold: confidence, because 
we know we are loved by a trustworthy God, and commitment, as we seek to live our lives 
investing in the eternal kingdom Jesus brings. The faithful response to God’s love is to 
prepare ourselves for his return, and in this there is great blessing. The fact that none of us 
knows when Christ will return is a prod, spurring us out of both our fear and our laziness into 
a life of joyful service.  

What from Jeremy’s message stuck with you, challenged you, or encouraged you? 
 
 
What about these two stories—the master returning home from a wedding and a thief 
coming in the night—surprises you? 
 
 
Why does Jesus want people to be prepared?  
 
 
What is this return Jesus is talking about?  
 
 
What do we learn about the master in vv.35-38?  
 
 
What do we learn about the burglar in vv.39-40?  
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This section of Luke (12:35-40) is focused on preparing for the future. Look back at 
vv.22-34. How might Luke 13:35-40 (being prepared) connect to the previous section 
about the kingdom in vv.22-34?  
 
 
The abruptness of the return of Jesus in this parable (Jesus-the-Burglar in vv.39-40) is 
similar to vv.16-20 (stop and read it real quick). How might understanding the 
abruptness of both life and Jesus’ return help the disciples understand what being 
prepared looks like? 
 
 
Read Romans 13:11-14.  
What does it look like for you to get dressed for action and be prepared?  
 
 
What encouragement do you get from this passage?  
 
 
How do you think a “normal” Ventura County person can live prepared for Jesus 
coming back? 
 
 
What do you learn about Jesus’ identity? His mission? His relationship with us?  
Based on this passage, what do you think it means to be his disciple?  
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FOR FURTHER STUDY 

12:35 “Be dressed for service…” This can be more literally translated as “gird your 
loins,” which is a fairly direct reference to Exodus 12:11 where Israel prepares to 
celebrate the Passover and leave for the Promised Land. Similar language is used in 
Ephesians 6:10-18 with the “whole armor of God” being put on in order to “keep alert 
with all perseverance.” In Colossians 3, Paul speaks about the habits of our hearts as the 
putting on and taking off of different kinds of clothing, something which is done because 
of our hidden life with Christ.  

12:35-36 “…keep your lamps burning...” Lamps during this time needed to be regularly 
filled with fuel in order to keep burning, making this an image of habitual watchfulness. 
The language is quite similar to the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25, and the next 
parable in Luke 12:41-48 shares some strong similarities with Mat- thew 24:36-51. Jesus’ 
teaching there, as here, is about preparing for the age to come, as he himself prepares for 
the cross which will usher in the beginning of that age.  

12:36 “as though you were waiting for your master to return from the wedding 
feast.” The scene of a wedding feast was a common way for Jewish teaching to refer to 
the age to come during Jesus’ time. For another example from Jesus, see Matthew 22:1-
14. In these stories the master is usually God and, in English, the words “Lord” and 
“master” are often translations of the Greek kurios.  

12:37 “he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them...” Consistent with 
what Jesus taught the disciples about God’s provision for their needs in vv.22-31, we see 
here that, when the master returns, he will serve his servants and join them at a banquet 
table. This same image is picked up again in 13:29 where Jesus tells another parable 
about the age to come.  

12:40 “for the Son of Man will come when least expected.” In Luke, Jesus refers to 
himself as the “Son of Man” quite regularly. We encountered it before in Luke 12:8 and 
12:10. The title has a specific emphasis on Jesus’ authority as the one who is seated at 
the right hand of God the Father, ruling over the entire universe. The title goes back to 
Daniel 7:13-14, and the everlasting kingdom spoken of there is especially important for 
understanding what Jesus is teaching here in Luke 12.  

 

 

 


