
  COMMUNITY GROUPS 
WINTER SESSION 2022: WEEK 1 

 
 

WELCOME BACK! 
We are so glad to invite everyone to a new session of Community Groups! 
Whether you’ve been here from the start, or whether this is your very first session, we believe 
that God is going to do some profound work in us and through us over the next 10 weeks. 

 

This first week is all about connecting with one another—some groups are bowling, others 
are having a potluck, and some are choosing to do this abbreviated study.  

 

Our hope is that each group would participate in a serve opportunity during this session. 
(see below some options). 

 

If you’re a leader looking at this, here are some of the ideas we came up with as options for 
the 1st and 10th weeks:   

Bonfire   Game Night 
Bowling   Worship Night 
Potluck/BBQ  Escape Room 
Laser Tag   Axe Throwing 
Movie Night   Camping 
Restaurant   Clued-up 
Theme Night  Geocaching 
Painting   Mini-golf 
Hiking   Dancing 
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GROUND RULES 
Come to the study prepared (open heart, open mind, hopefully having heard the sermon).  
 
Be willing to participate in the discussion. What you have to say matters!  

Stick to the topic being discussed.  
These studies focus on the sermon and a particular passage of Scripture.  
This allows for everyone to participate on equal ground and for in-depth study.  

Be sensitive to the other members of the group.  
Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. The insights of others are gold!  

Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or 
application. Instead, the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.  
When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever 
you	can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.  

Be careful not to dominate the discussion.  
We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for 
others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.  

Expect God to teach you through the passage and through the other members of the group.  

 

COMMUNITY GROUP AGREEMENTS: 

Anything said in the group is considered confidential (especially if someone’s karaoke song 
is Livin’ La Vida Loca) and will not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission 
is given to do so.  

We will provide time for each person present to talk if she or he feels comfortable doing so.  

We will talk about ourselves and our own situations, avoiding conversation about other 
people and all their problems (we might just have enough already). 

We will listen attentively to each other.  

We will be very cautious about giving advice. 
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FACING FEAR: LUKE 12:13-21 
Then someone called from the crowd, “Teacher, please tell my brother to divide our father’s 
estate with me.” 
14 Jesus replied, “Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things as 
that?” 15 Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by 
how much you own.” 
16 Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops. 17 He 
said to himself, ‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘I 
know! I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all 
my wheat and other goods. 19 And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have 
enough stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’ 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything 
you worked for?’ 
21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with 
God.” 

QUESTIONS: 
The last two sections of teaching (12:4-7 and 12:8-12) were focused on persecution. Jesus is 
preparing his disciples for what is to come. He wants them to know what their priorities 
should be once he is gone: who they should and should not fear. He wants them to know 
that there is a deeper reality at work in the world, and that “nothing is covered up that will 
not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.”  

In today’s passage, Jesus is specifically directing his attention towards the crowds which 
have gathered around him in order to teach more generally about the nature of the true life 
which his ministry is establishing. On the surface, a life of wealth and pleasure would seem 
to be a wise and satisfying path. Jesus, however, wants everyone to see deeper than that, in 
order that we understand where true treasure is.  

What from Jeremy’s message stuck with you, challenged you, or encouraged you? 

What do you think the phrase “rich relationship with God” (v.21) means? How would 
you describe a “rich relationship with God”?  

Pay attention to the pronouns (e.g., I, she, we) in the parable.  
Who is at the center of the rich man’s thinking?  

Why doesn’t Jesus weigh in on the man’s request in vv.13-14? What is the issue that 
Jesus is actually addressing with this story? 
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God addresses the rich man as a fool. Why do you think his choice so foolish? 
 
What do we learn about Jesus’ identity? His mission? His relationship with us?  
What does it mean to be his disciple?  

  

 

 

 
FOR FURTHER STUDY 

• Jesus talks about wealth a lot in the gospels, because the love of wealth is 
something we all struggle with. How does his warning here against covetousness 
challenge your relationship with worldly possessions?  

• In Hebrew, the word for “soul” can also be translated as “breath.” In Genesis 2:7 
we learn that God is the giver of our soul/breath, which means that he is the one 
we are accountable to. With the knowledge that everything we have, including 
our breath, comes from him, where is the life-giving God inviting you to be rich 
towards him?  

STUDY NOTES 

12:13 “Teacher, please tell my brother...” It was not uncommon within rabbinic Judaism 
for people to ask respected teachers (rabbis) to weigh in on personal ethical issues, such 
as the division of an inheritance. Here, the man is specifically asking for arbitration which 
is the process where a respected third person makes a decision between two people who 
are in conflict with one another. The speaker, though, seems to be interested primarily in 
having Jesus take his side, rather than genuinely seeking wisdom in the matter of family 
wealth, hence Jesus’ rebuke in v.14.  

12:15 “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed...” This warning is similar to the 
warning in 12:1 against the leaven 
of the Pharisees, so they are clearly connected to each other even if the dangers are 
slightly different. The importance of the heart, and of guarding the heart, is a big theme in 
the Bible (e.g. Deut 11:16; Josh 6:18; Prov 24:3; Luke 6:45; Phil 4:7). It alerts us to the 
fact that our desires are very important, and easily misled. God is after our hearts.  

12:19a “And I’ll sit back and will say to myself (to my soul)...” In Greek, psyche is often 
translated as “soul” in English, and is also the root for the word “psychology,” which 
closely reflects our current culture’s conception of personhood. Psyche denotes the life 
force, or the personality, of a human being. In the Hebrew Old Testament a similar idea is 
captured with the word nefesh, often also translated as “soul,” or “breath.” As we learn 
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from Genesis 2:7, the nefesh is given by the Spirit of God (translated there as “breath”). 
God is the giver and sustainer of souls, so when he says “your soul is required of you” in 
v.20, God is in effect asking the man to give an account of how he spent the life that he 
was given.  

12:19b “Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!” At face value this might seem to 
be a similar approach to what Ecclesiastes advises us (Eccl 2:24, 3:13; 9:7 etc.). The 
difference is that in Ecclesiastes the Preacher is reminding us to humbly enjoy what God 
has blessed us with (See also 1 Tim 6:8.) while the rich fool in this parable is engaged in 
self-absorbed hedonism, rather than living for God.  

 

 

 

 
COMMUNITY GROUP VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES/EVENTS 
Here are some resources to plan your serve event: 

www.volunteerventuracounty.org/ 

https://www.actionvc.org/ 

https://www.volunteermatch.org/ 

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Ventura County 

http://www.casaofventuracounty.org 

Camarillo Public Library Adult Literacy Center:  

https://camarillolibrary.org/adult-literacy/ 

School On Wheels 

https://schoolonwheels.org/apply-to-be-a-volunteer/ 

Foodshare of Ventura County 

https://foodshare.com/ 

Lutheran Social Services 

https://www.lsssc.org/ 

Ventura County Rescue Mission 
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https://vcrescuemission.org/ 

Vitalant Blood Donation 

https://vitalant.org/ 

Angel of God Hospice and Palliative Care 

http://angelofgodhospice.org/contact-us/ 

Pleasant Valley Recreation and Park District 

https://www.pvrpd.org/volunteer 

Boys and Girls Club of Camarillo 

https://www.bgccam.org/how-to-help/volunteer-opportunities.html 


