
  COMMUNITY GROUPS 
WINTER SESSION 2023: WEEK 9 

 
 

LEADER NOTES: 
It’s week 9! Next week is a party week for the close of this winter session! You can do a 
BBQ, potluck, go to a restaurant, movie night, ice cream, coffee shop, whatever—anything 
to be together and grow in community! So, there will not be a study guide for week 10! 
Also, do forget about a service project together! Now, onto this week...  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
EASTER AT JOURNEY 
Passion Friday: April 7th at 7PM—join us for an interactive, experiential service remember 
the death of Jesus and what it means for our lives and our world. 

Easter Sunrise Service: April 9th at 6AM—Celebrate Jesus' resurrection from the dead with 
the rising of the sun. Join us at the Rushing's overlooking Camarillo to the sea. 

Easter Sunday: April 9th TWO SERVICES—9AM and 10:45AM. 
Check out the Journey website for Digital Invite Assets to help invite someone new! 

 

 

 

BEST LAID PLANS 
Sometimes it’s a vacation, a road trip, or a sight-seeing tour. We map it out, plan it 
accordingly, set out our best laid plans. And then it comes—a hiccup along the way. A 
difficulty we never anticipated. Maybe it’s someone forgot their luggage or somebody 
catching the flue.  

Whatever it is, sometimes our best laid plans are subject to reroutes and challenging 
detours. 

Tell us of a time when your best laid plans hit a major hiccup and you had to make changes.  
What happened? What changes did you make? And what did you learn in the process? 
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UPSIDE-DOWN KINGDOM: 2 COR 4 
Last week we focused on:  
Paradox (something that seems absurd but it’s actually true) #1.  
Paul’s Low Status is Proof of Jesus’ Exalted Status (1 Cor 4)  

This week it’s 
Paradox #2.  
God Loves You and has a Wonderful Plan for Your Life (and it’s really hard) (2 Cor 4) 

Living for Christ and preaching the gospel out of a response to God’s love is always going to 
be difficult. Though there are blessings along the way, great trials are inevitable. But even in 
the sorrows and devastations, there is a God-given sense of joy, satisfaction and fulfillment. 
If we calibrate our expectations toward a realism about the nature of a sinful world, our 
difficulties in living for Christ take on a new dimension. We become eternity-minded in light 
of the bigger picture of God’s work. 

The passage for this week is 2 Corinthians 4 
Therefore, since God in his mercy has given us this new way, we never give up. 2 We 
reject all shameful deeds and underhanded methods. We don’t try to trick anyone or 
distort the word of God. We tell the truth before God, and all who are honest know this. 
3 If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from people who 
are perishing. 4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who 
don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t 
understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 
5 You see, we don’t go around preaching about ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, and we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let 
there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we could 
know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7 We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars 
containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, 
not from ourselves. 
8 We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, 
but not driven to despair. 9 We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get 
knocked down, but we are not destroyed. 10 Through suffering, our bodies continue to 
share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. 
11 Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life 
of Jesus will be evident in our dying bodies. 12 So we live in the face of death, but this 
has resulted in eternal life for you. 
13 But we continue to preach because we have the same kind of faith the psalmist had 
when he said, “I believed in God, so I spoke.” 14 We know that God, who raised the Lord 
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Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself together with you. 15 All of 
this is for your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will 
be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory. 
16 That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being 
renewed every day. 17 For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet 
they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 18 So we 
don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that 
cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot 
see will last forever. 

QUESTIONS: 
What from Jeff’s message stuck with you, challenged you, or encouraged you? 

So, the whole message was about how God Loves You and has a Wonderful Plan for 
Your Life (and it’s really hard). This may seem like a paradox—it seems absurd but it’s 
actually true.  
Why? 
We often don’t equate “really hard” with “wonderful plan”—why is this? 
We often don’t equate “really hard” with wonderful plan because we assume something 
wonderful would be easygoing, carefree, and simple. But maybe we have it all upside-down? 
Maybe just because it’s hard doesn’t mean it’s not good? 

 
What is something in your life that’s been really hard, but through it you’ve seen God’s 
wonderful plan and love for you? 

 
2 Corinthians 4:6 says: 
For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our 
hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In verse 6 Paul talks about light. What is the light and where does it come from? 
The light comes from God. It’s not mere sunlight, it’s the glory of Jesus Christ and the truth 
that saves. It’s the light that overwhelms the darkness of sin in our lives.  

 
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:7-12: 
We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars 
containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from 
ourselves. 
8 We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but 
not driven to despair. 9 We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked 
down, but we are not destroyed. 10 Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the 
death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. 
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11 Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus will be evident in our dying bodies. 12 So we live in the face of death, but this has 
resulted in eternal life for you. 

Paul writes that they have been afflicted, perplexed, persecuted, and struck down—but 
they have not been crushed, driven to despair, abandoned, or destroyed. They carry in 
themselves Christ’s death in the sense that they suffer as He did and for His sake, but 
they also carry Christ’s life as evidence that His power is at work in them.  

As you apply these verses to your own life, what is one takeaway for you? 
How does this look upside-down to the rest of the world? 

What’s been your experience in being afflicted, perplexed, persecuted, and struck 
down—but not crushed, driven to despair, abandoned, or destroyed? 

 
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18:  
For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory 
that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can 
see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now 
will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever. 

What lessons do you find in these verses that help you to not lose heart? 
Troubles are temporary. But they produce glory that lasts forever. Our hope is not of this 
world and unplagued by the damaging effects of time. 

 
What from this week’s sermon and Community Group are you applying to live for God’s 
upside-down kingdom?  

 

Based on this passage, what do you think it means to be a disciple of Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


