
  COMMUNITY GROUPS 
WINTER SESSION 2023: WEEK 7 

 
 

LEADER NOTES: 
Week 7! We’re almost there! I just wanted to remind you about joining in a serve activity this 
community group session. I’ve attached at the bottom of this document some opportunities 
outside of the church where you and your group can serve together. Another option is to 
take part in something in-house and serve in a particular ministry together (set up, tear 
down, hospitality, first impressions, etc.). I know this has been a busy season of sickness, 
but thank you for staying the course and giving it your all! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
COMPASSION SUNDAY 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 12th for Compassion Sunday. 
Compassion Sunday is a day when people speak up in their churches on behalf of children 
living in poverty. We will have a graduate of the program (a child who was sponsored 
through Compassion International) who will be sharing with us.  
This will be an opportunity to advocate for children and to give our church family a chance to 
live out our faith by sponsoring a child in need. 

A WOMAN’S JOURNEY: GLAMPING GETAWAY 
When: April 28-30th 
Where: Solvang 
Cost: $225/4 to a cabin. 
  Includes 2 nights lodging, speaker and all meals (except one lunch on your own). 
Sign up:  
Space is limited, so email michelle@journeythechurch.org or sign up at the information table 

EASTER AT JOURNEY 
Passion Friday: April 7th at 7PM—join us for an interactive, experiential service remember 
the death of Jesus and what it means for our lives and our world.  
Easter Sunday: April 9th TWO SERVICES—9AM and 10:45AM. 
Stay tuned for more info. 
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FAMOUS LAST WORDS 
Sunday’s message dealt a lot with end times things. So it’s only fitting that we talk about 
famous last words: 

Marie Antoinette stepped on her executioner’s foot on her way to the guillotine.  
Her last words: “Pardonnez-moi, monsieur.” 

Leonardo da Vinci was also overly modest, saying, “I have offended God and mankind 
because my work did not reach the quality it should have.”  
The Mona Lisa isn’t good enough? 

The Comtesse de Vercellis let a last one rip while she was dying.  
She said, “Good. A woman who can fart is not dead.” 

Drummer Buddy Rich died after surgery in 1987. As he was being prepped for surgery, a 
nurse asked him, “Is there anything you can’t take?” Rich replied, “Yeah, country music.” 

John Wayne died at age 72 in L.A. He turned to his wife and said, “Of course I know who 
you are. You’re my girl. I love you.” 

Sir Winston Churchill’s last words were, “I’m bored with it all.” 

Blues singer Bessie Smith died saying, “I’m going, but I’m going in the name of the Lord.” 

OK, so it might sound a little morbid, but what would you want your last words to be? 

FACING FEAR: LUKE 12:54-59 
(Each group may choose to read from Bibles in various translations or follow this sheet here) 
 

Then Jesus turned to the crowd and said, “When you see clouds beginning to form in the 
west, you say, ‘Here comes a shower.’ And you are right. 55 When the south wind blows, you 
say, ‘Today will be a scorcher.’ And it is. 56 You fools! You know how to interpret the weather 
signs of the earth and sky, but you don’t know how to interpret the present times. 
57 “Why can’t you decide for yourselves what is right? 58 When you are on the way to court 
with your accuser, try to settle the matter before you get there. Otherwise, your accuser may 
drag you before the judge, who will hand you over to an officer, who will throw you into 
prison. 59 And if that happens, you won’t be free again until you have paid the very last 
penny.” 
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QUESTIONS: 
Jesus has just thrown into the mud anyone’s hopes that he would bring peace and social 
tranquility. But he has not done afflicting the comfortable quite yet. Time is limited for his 
audience to respond to their situation with perceptive action, and Jesus shows he cares for 
these people through his unwillingness to let them re- main at ease in their current state.  

What from Jeff’s message stuck with you, challenged you, or encouraged you? 

What does the talk about weather, the times, and their outcomes say about Jesus’ 
main idea, the audience’s situation, and that of our own?  
The people could predict future weather from present signs, but they could not see that the 
events associated with Jesus’ ministry indicated the arrival of Messiah (cf. Matt. 16:2-3). The 
present time was one of change and crisis. By calling His hearers hypocrites Jesus was 
saying that He recognized that their professed inability to recognize Messiah’s appearance 
was unreal. It was not that they could not see that He was the Messiah, but they did not 
want to see it in spite of the evidence. “They understood the winds of earth, but not the 
winds of God; they could discern the sky, but not the heavens.” 

What does the picture about the court and the accuser and judge say about Jesus’ 
emphasis, his audience’s situation, and our own? 
Jesus urged His hearers to come to a decision before it was too late (cf. Matt. 5:25-26). They 
needed to judge what was right and to believe in Jesus before God judged them and 
condemned them for their unbelief. Jesus reminded them of the wisdom of settling their 
disputes with one another before they went to court and a judge made the decision for them 
(cf. 1 Cor. 6:1-11). The result of not settling out of court might be condemnation and 
confinement in a Roman debtors prison from which they could not escape easily. Jesus’ 
point was that the unbelievers in the crowd needed to get things right with their adversary 
(Jesus) before the judge (God) sent them to prison (hell). 

Jesus has been teaching about how to live in light of his kingdom and his coming 
death and resurrection. How has Jesus been leading you to follow him?  
 
One of the appropriate responses to reading the signs in Luke 12 is a radical 
reorientation of our fears and our loves. How has Jesus been challenging you to be 
reoriented in these areas—in your fears and in your loves? 
 
What do you learn about Jesus’ identity? His mission? His relationship with us?  
Based on this passage, what do you think it means to be his disciple?  
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FOR FURTHER STUDY 
12:54-55 “...cloud rising in the west... the south wind blowing...” “A cloud from the 
west would be coming from the Mediterranean Sea and thus would be full of rain. A wind 
from the south would bring hot air from the desert.”  

12:58-59 “put you in prison. ...you will never get out until you have paid the very last 
penny.” This is a reference to the institution at the time of debtors’ prison. People who 
had not paid their debts would be held and even beaten until someone else came forward 
to pay their debt for them.  

12:58-59 “As you go with your accuser before the magistrate...” It can be tempting on 
a first read to take this instruction straightforwardly as a command about reconciliation 
amongst ourselves when one person has not settled their account with another (like when 
essentially the same words appear in Matthew 5:23-26). However, here in this context in 
Luke, Jesus is using the saying in a different way. The surrounding material (12:35-13:9) 
relates to signs of the times and the need to repent and be ready before God’s impending 
judgment. Therefore it is best to take these verses as a parable about God’s impending 
judgment as well, not focused primarily on human relationships.  

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY GROUP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES/EVENTS 
 
www.volunteerventuracounty.org/ 
 
 
https://www.actionvc.org/ 
 
 
https://www.volunteermatch.org/ 
 
 
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Ventura County 
http://www.casaofventuracounty.org 
 
 
Camarillo Public Library Adult Literacy Center:  
https://camarillolibrary.org/adult-literacy/ 
 
 
School On Wheels 
https://schoolonwheels.org/apply-to-be-a-volunteer/ 
 
 
Foodshare of Ventura County 
https://foodshare.com/ 
 
 
Lutheran Social Services 
https://www.lsssc.org/ 
 
 
Ventura County Rescue Mission 
https://vcrescuemission.org/ 
 
 
Vitalant Blood Donation 
https://vitalant.org/ 
 
 
Angel of God Hospice and Palliative Care 
http://angelofgodhospice.org/contact-us/ 
 
 
Pleasant Valley Recreation and Park District 
https://www.pvrpd.org/volunteer 
 
 
Boys and Girls Club of Camarillo 
https://www.bgccam.org/how-to-help/volunteer-opportunities.html 


