
  COMMUNITY GROUPS 
WINTER SESSION 2022: WEEK 6 

 
 

LEADER NOTES: 
Week 6! Thank you for your diligence week in and week out! Also, thank you for the shifts 
here and there to make room for all the things that pop up. An important part of leadership is 
having a good sense and ability to be flexible while maintaining consistency. You community 
group leaders are proving excellent at doing so. Let’s make it a great week!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
COMPASSION SUNDAY 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 12th for Compassion Sunday. 
Compassion Sunday is a day when people speak up in their churches on behalf of children 
living in poverty. We will have a graduate of the program (a child who was sponsored 
through Compassion International) who will be sharing with us.  
This will be an opportunity to advocate for children and to give our church family a chance to 
live out our faith by sponsoring a child in need. 

 

A WOMAN’S JOURNEY: GLAMPING GETAWAY 
When: April 28-30th 
Where: Solvang 
Cost: $225/4 to a cabin. 
  Includes 2 nights lodging, speaker and all meals (except one lunch on your own). 
Sign up:  
Space is limited, so email michelle@journeythechurch.org or sign up at the information table 
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AWKWARD FAMILY PHOTOS 
You’ve probably seen them. Or you were probably in them. The family photos at the mall 
with the turtlenecks and cardigans—most likely matching. Maybe a fanny pack in there too 
and most likely a perm.  

	 	 	  
But these images capture something about family—even if it’s dysfunctional, blended, 
broken, or just awkward.  

Toss around the question: Who is you favorite TV/Movie family and why?  

FACING FEAR: LUKE 12:49-53 
(Each group may choose to read from Bibles in various translations or follow this sheet here) 
 

“I have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it were already burning! 50 I have a terrible 
baptism of suffering ahead of me, and I am under a heavy burden until it is 
accomplished. 51 Do you think I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I have come to 
divide people against each other! 52 From now on families will be split apart, three in favor of 
me, and two against—or two in favor and three against. 
53 ‘Father will be divided against son 
    and son against father; 
mother against daughter 
    and daughter against mother; 
and mother-in-law against daughter-in-law 
    and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’” 
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QUESTIONS: 
If we took a poll for whether Jesus is about bringing peace (or positive family vibes), one 
might expect a landslide of “yes!” Jesus himself does not share this opinion. He has been 
directing people toward a lifestyle of faith rather than self-preservation, and warning of a 
potentially uncomfortable visitation of judgment in the future. Now increasingly he turns to 
the dynamics of the present that flow from that coming judgment.  

What from Jeff’s message stuck with you, challenged you, or encouraged you? 

What does Jesus state about his mission? What about his feelings and desires?  
Jesus’ message reveals the judging and purging work that his ministry represents: to provide 
the way for people to make decisions about where they stand and to offer them the 
opportunity to be healed. 

What kinds of relationships does Jesus focus on? 
Close, familial relationships—those that are tight-knit typically.  

What do you see earlier in the chapter that could lead to this division Jesus is talking 
about? 
Money issues, possessions, focus, life pursuits, trust and dependence on God. 

What is the baptism Jesus came to experience, and why would he call it “baptism”?  
Baptism” is a reference to [Jesus’] approaching death. As later texts make clear, Jesus will 
engage in a great cleansing act where he will identify with the sins of humanity and provide a 
basis for both saving and condemning by his experiencing God’s judgment in their place 

Why does Jesus connect it with the division he speaks of?  
Jesus’ words here allude to Micah 7:6 which most immediately prophesies the social 
breakdown in Israel as Assyria besieges its cities in an act of God’s judgment. Apparently 
these desperate people in Micah are reduced to each trying to save their own skin at all 
costs, even at the expense of other family members. In contrast to desperately trying to save 
one’s self, the prophet focuses in hope on salvation from God:  

the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
a man’s enemies are the men of his own house.  

But as for me, I will look to the Lord; 
I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me. (Micah 7:6-7)  

Both Micah and Jesus preach a call to faith in the face of the breaking of social bonds 
associated with a coming judgment from God.  

In the rest of Luke 12, how has Jesus been preparing his disciples and the crowds for 
the future? What does this passage add to that preparation?  
He has been preparing them to live counterculturally and above all else, according to the 
Kingdom of God. This passage emphasizes that the Kingdom has preeminence even over 
tight family bonds. 
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Have you experienced the division Jesus speaks of, or the potential for it? How have 
you responded to those situations?  

What do you learn about Jesus’ identity? His mission? His relationship with us?  
Based on this passage, what do you think it means to be his disciple?  
 

 

 
FOR FURTHER STUDY 

12:49 “I came to cast fire on the earth,...” The image of fire can refer to judgment (3:9) 
or to the Spirit (3:16). The Old Testament image of fire describes the purifying message of 
the prophets (Jer. 5:14; 23:29). Jesus’ message reveals the judging and purging work that 
his ministry represents: to provide the way for people to make decisions about where 
they stand and to offer them the opportunity to be healed (5:31–32). But before he can 
exercise such judgment and authority, he must undergo his own baptism. 

Jesus may in part be alluding to a prophecy about him (and John the Baptist) in Malachi: 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord 
whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 
soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. 
(Malachi 3:1-3)  

12:50 “I have a baptism to be baptized with...” “Baptism” is a reference to [Jesus’] 
approaching death. As later texts make clear, Jesus will engage in a great cleansing act 
where he will identify with the sins of humanity and provide a basis for both saving and 
condemning by his experiencing God’s judgment in their place (John 3:16–21; Rom. 
5:12–6:6). 

12:53 “Father... mother... mother-in-law...” Jesus’ words here allude to Micah 7:6 which 
most immediately prophesies the social breakdown in Israel as Assyria besieges its cities 
in an act of God’s judgment. Apparently these desperate people in Micah are reduced to 
each trying to save their own skin at all costs, even at the expense of other family 
members. In contrast to desperately trying to save one’s self, the prophet focuses in hope 
on salvation from God:  

the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
a man’s enemies are the men of his own house.  
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But as for me, I will look to the Lord; 
I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me. (Micah 7:6-7)  

Both Micah and Jesus preach a call to faith in the face of the breaking of social bonds 
associated with a coming judgment from God.  

Many Biblical prophecies have more than one time of fulfillment. Jewish writings from the 
time between Micah and Jesus linked these words of Micah to the Messianic days. 
Jesus’ allusion to Micah emphasizes that the era hoped for in the prophets would not 
come without tribulation.  

12:52-53 Family in the Gospel of Luke Jesus has similar teachings involving family 
elsewhere in Luke: And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing 
outside, desiring to see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are 
those who hear the word of God and do it.” (8:20-21) 
25 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone 
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever 
does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. (14:25-27) 
At the same time, Jesus upholds the law of honoring father and mother: 
20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, 
Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.’” (18:20)  

 

 

 

 


