
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Fifth Weekend in Lent 

March 29, 2020 

Worship Where You Are 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Gather, as you are able: a candle or flashlight, a bowl of water, a cross (if you don’t have one, draw 
one or make one!) 
 

GATHER 

 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome/Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into existence 
 the things that do not exist. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.    

P:  Gracious God,                                                                                                                                                 
C:  have mercy on us.                                                                                                                                           
 We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly.                                  
 We have wandered from your resurrection life.                                                                                           
 We have strayed from your love for all people.                                                                                    
 Turn us back to you, O God.                                                                                                                    
 Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you                              
 and dwell in your house forever. Amen.  

P:  Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 
 “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. 
 All your sin is forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of 
 God’s grace for you. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn                O God Our Help in Ages Past               ELW  632  vs. 1,2 3, & 6 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 our shelter from the stormy blast, 

 and our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of your throne 

 your saints have dwelt secure; 

 sufficient is your arm alone, 

 and our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

 or earth received its frame, 

 from everlasting you are God, 

 to endless years the same. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 still be our guard while troubles last 

 and our eternal home. 



Prayer of the Day            
P:  Almighty God, your Son came into the world to 
C:  free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be 

 raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD  

First Lesson                                                         Ezekiel 37:1-14                            

 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I                  
answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O 
dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and                   
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
LORD." 
 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.  Then he said to 
me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast                  
multitude. 
 Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken 
and will act, says the LORD."  
 
 

Psalm 130  (Please read responsively) 

P: Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.  
 

C: LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!  
 

P:  If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, LORD, who could stand?  
 

C:  But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.  
 

P:  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  
 

C:  my soul waits for the LORD more than those who watch for the morning, 
  more than those who watch for the morning.  

 

P:  O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is               
 great power to redeem.  

 

C: It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.  
 
 

 
P:       Word of God, word of life. 
C:    Thanks be to God.   

 

Children’s Message                                                                                       
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The Holy Gospel                                                         John 11:1-45 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary 
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." But when Jesus heard it, 
he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it." Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." The disciples said to him, 
"Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" Jesus answered, 
"Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they 
see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." After 
saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them 
plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him." Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may 
die with him." 
 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now              
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." Jesus said 
to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resur-
rection on the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you              
believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world." 
 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you." And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  The 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They                   
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, "Where have you laid him?" 
They said to him, "Lord, come and see." Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he loved 
him!" But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?" 
 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that 
if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked up-
ward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me." When he 
had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let 
him go." 
 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him.  

P: The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                                                               
C:     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                   Pastor Charisse Jensen 

 



Silence for Reflection: listen for God’s Voice 

 

Hymn of the Day                 I Know that My Redeemer Lives                ELW  619 vs. 1,2,4 & 8 

1 I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

 He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

 he lives, my ever-living head! 

 

2 He lives triumphant from the grave; 

 he lives eternally to save; 

 he lives exalted, throned above; 

 he lives to rule his church in love. 

 

4 He lives to silence all my fears; 

 he lives to wipe away my tears; 

 he lives to calm my troubled heart; 

 he lives all blessings to impart. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to his name! 

 He lives, my Savior, still the same; 

 what joy this blest assurance gives: 

 I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 

 

 

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

P: O God our Healer,  
 show your compassion for the whole human family that is in turmoil and burdened with illness and 
 with fear. Hear our cry, O God,  
C:  Listen to our prayer. 
 

P:  Come to our aid as the coronavirus spreads globally, heal those who are sick, support and  protect their 
 families and friends from being infected. Hear our cry O God, 

C: Listen to our prayer. 
 

P: Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may come together, working to control and 
 eliminate the coronavirus. Hear our cry O God, 
C:  Listen to our prayer. 
 

P: Make us vigilant, attentive, and proactive in the eradication of all diseases, malaria, dengue, HIV & 
 AIDS, and others… that create suffering and often result in death for many people.  

 Hear our cry O God, 
C:  Listen to our prayer. 
 

P: Heal our self-centeredness and indifference that makes us worry only when the virus threatens us, open 
 ways beyond timidity and fear that too easily ignore our neighbor.  
 Hear our cry O God, 
C:  Listen to our prayer. 
 

P: Strengthen and encourage those in public health services and in the medical profession: care-givers, 
 nurses, attendants, doctors, all who commit themselves to caring for the sick and their families lies.
 Hear our cry O God, 
C:  Listen to our prayer. 
  

P: Inspire, give insight and hope to all researchers focused on developing a vaccine.                              
 Hear our cry, O God,  
C:  Listen to our prayer.  
 

P:  Sustain all workers and business owners who suffer loss of livelihood due to shut-downs, quarantines, 
 closed borders, and other restrictions… protect and guard all those who must travel.                         

 Hear our cry, O God,  
C: Listen to our prayer. 
 

P: Guide the leaders of the nations that they speak the truth, halt the spread of misinformation and act 
 with justice so that all your family may know healing. Hear our cry, O God,  
C: Listen to our prayer.   
 

P:  Heal our world, heal our bodies, strengthen our hearts and our minds, and in the midst of                   
 turmoil, give us hope and peace.  Hear our cry, O God,  

C:  Listen to our prayer.   
 

P: Hold in your gentle embrace all who have died and who will die this day. Comfort their loved ones in 
 their despair. Hear our cry, O God,  
C:  Listen to our prayer. 
 

P: Remember all your family, the entire human race, and all your creation, in your love. Amen! 
 

 

Sharing the Peace  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.                                                                                                                  
         (The congregation now takes time to exchange a greeting of peace)     
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The Offering of our Gifts - Offering  Anthem  -  Jesus What a Beautiful Name 

 

 We offer to God a portion of what God has first given to us. It is a sign of the giving of our whole selves in     

 grateful response for all of God’s gifts.                    

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
 earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the                
 kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.     

 

SENDING  

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Postlude 
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